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Mutual aid at bottom level. The Village of 
New Marshfield, Ohio, had a big fire recently. 
Although fire trucks responded from neigh- 
boring towns, there was no town water sys- 
tem. So the villagers carried water from 
their respective wells in buckets to keep 
the pumpers supplied. Fire was brought un- 
der control after doing $150,000 damage. 
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WARNING PROTECTION 
éy FEDERAL 


the KEY to Safety! 






Pumper built by the Howe Fire Apparatus 
Co. of Anderson, Ind Equipped with the 
finest and most modern fire fighting facili- 
ties including the famous BEACON RAY 
light on the roof and FEDERAL coaster 
sirens on the front fenders. 


The key to safety for, modern apparatus, when answering alarms, is the 
famous BEACON RAY light mounted on the roof and a FEDERAL COASTER 
SIREN on the fender. Each siren on the truck above gives dual 
protection; double siren tones with double roving beams from the built-in 
Propello-ray light. 


Specify FEDERAL on all new equipment for the best in reliable signals — 
first choice the country over! 


Choose the type of FEDERAL siren and FEDERAL light that will solve your 


particular full-protection problem. 


WRITE TODAY FOR FEDERAL SIREN CATALOG and 
FEDERAL BEACON RAY BULLETIN 


FEDERAL ENTERPRISES, INC. 


FORMERLY: FEDERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY, INC. 


8702 SOUTH STATE STREET - CHICAGO 19, ILLINOIS 
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-in CONFERENCE 


T’S conference, convention, conclave 
time in the nation’s fire service. Time 
for blowing off steam, and froth; for 

meeting old friends—and new ideas. Time 
for charging up the mental batteries, the 
better to be prepared for the accelerating 
pace of today’s and tomorrow's fire pro- 
tection. 


® Of course, no man, even a rugged 
globe-trotting editor of this Journal, can 
hope to ‘cover’ all of the important meet- 
ings. Time—and the digestive system 
won't permit it! 


® But even though the editors cannot 
hope to sit in on all these affairs, Fire 
ENGINEERING is represented at them. Our 
scouts, correspondents and contributors 
are on hand. And that is why so often 
you will find the ‘meat’ of a fire service 
conference program served up to our dis- 
criminating reader family in these editorial 
columns. 


® In short, Fire ENGINERING tries to 
bring you the best from the outstanding 
informative and educational conference 
programs, The next issue, for example, 
will contain the interesting paper by Mr. 
Allen J. Johnson, entitled “The Fire and 
Explosion Hazards of Gaseous Fuels” 
which was one of the.highlights of the 
June New England Association of Fire 
Chiefs’ Conference described herein. 


® Fire ENGINEERING is represented, too, 
at most of these gatherings because the 
majority of the live wires in attendance 
regularly take, read and heed this Journal. 
Its editorial and advertising columns pro- 
vide the “source data” for many and many 
a successful conference. 


he Prtichire 


The Journal of the Fire Profession since 1877; 
published on the fifteenth of each month by 
Case-Shepperd-Mann hd Corp., 24 West 
40th St., New York 18 ake —- 
of Water Works Engineering, Waste Engineer- 
ing, etc. Subscription price: U. *S. Latin 
America and Canada, $3.50 a year; Foreign, 
$4.50; Single copies, 40c. %Member of Audit 
Bureau of Circulations and Associated Business 
Publications, Inc. {Entered as second-class mat- 
ter April 15, 1929, at the Post Office at New 
York, N, Y, under Act of March 5, 1879. 
{Contents of this issue copyrighted, 1953, by 
Case-Shepperd-Mann Publishing Corp. Presi- 
dent and Advertising Director, K Kart M, MANN; 
Vice-President and General Manager, I. Hes- 
BERT CASE; Secretary and Editorial Director, 
Frev SHeEprerp; A tant Advertising Diree- 
tor, WaLTzr H. Frepricxs; Eastern Representa- 
tives, Witt1am J. Grsson, Avrrep J. HovuGHron ; 
Curcaco Orrice: L. M. Rocue, 8 So. Dearborn 
St., Chicago 3, Ill.; Los Awceres: Aucust 
Havurin, 6000 Miramonte Bivd., Los Angeles 1, 
Calif. {Printed in U.S.A 


A CASE-SHEPPERD-MANN 
PUBLICATION | 


































is Ath ais rm i 

ee ey TRY 7G, 

; 7 MERE 

* A EA ; NANNY y 
Pars DPR aS 


Mh ohn ne Ba 


es tay WS SAL» RPSeee 
. su yn eR Wey | 
ayn va at : 
x A Vik ny ‘} ' 


ds 
ot Ve \ ‘** ’ 


OTR: ’ Kat ancy 5G 


RBA 
\ 4 SENS Ca cGy 


Se 
"y RN XY we x & SS Aree 
AY RN +) \ 

ARK AAA 


SS 


~ “ 4 : we A AN 


NY Ny 
AN —— N ~ 


A AY 


YY 


: WY AY VARY we \\\ A ’ NY: . _ 


4 ‘ 
LN\AY) Wty SAVY ASA 3 


| rt RASS 
m 
2 ; LA " 4 ne’ » 
oh a WS at mn SAR a fy nh! WV a 
a 


= %," 
nm 
’ \\ LALAN 2 mr, 
AN A >, %s, 
‘ \ i a 
a 
A ; 
SNS 


i 
WAN 
Wah 


TULEARUALLELEAL SE AN 
\ ATUVLAY \ ) 
" \ ’ A ANY \ 


SSN 

‘5 
A ANN AK 
an wy NY SER AY 


eit A AN AUK cs Zo 


oh\ 
vee 
- Se a Bee 


au ac 


SS 


\\ yy > ivi = 
wy AN ‘A \y Bhi A 
SN Lhe it Ws SON 
, bi: ‘ 


MAP ARAL mis ve 
Lh Ae Ha yst ar) 
TR ata ole 
: heh, A e's 


‘4 
i’ 


om 
Re ate y; 
TAS ~S 


a4 4 
Y TTA TA 
. Suiits 


‘U-N-S-U-R-P-A-S-S-E-D: 


PERFORMANCE 
Ss QUALITY SERVICE 


FABRIC FIRE HOSE COMPANY 


THE ONLY EXCLUSIVE MANUFACTURER OF FIRE HOSE IN AMERICA 


SANDY HOOK 


CONNECTICUT 


IN CANADA BICKLE-SEAGRAVE, LTD. WOODSTOCK, ONTARIO 
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When Seconds Count!... 
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DUO-SAFETY LADDER CORP. 


809 NINTH STREET, OSHKOSH, WIS. 
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B. F. Goodrich hose coils tighter, 
racks faster than any other 


ite amazing light weight and flex- 
ibility of B. F. Goodrich Fire King 
(shown above at the right) makes it a fa- 
vorite with firemen from coast to coast. 

Not only does Fire King coil and 
tack naturally without kinking or twist- 
ing, but its lightness and ease of han- 
dling save precious minutes out on an 
alarm. And Fire King’s easy “rackabil- 
ity’’ saves time back at the station, too. 

Though 15% lighter than other hose, 
B. F. Goodrich Fire King is far stronger. 
That’s because of a chemically - pro- 
duced fiber used in B. F. Goodrich 
hose. This fiber is used as ‘“‘filler’’ cords 
—the cords that go around the hose 
and give it extra strength. Actual serv- 
ice tests prove Fire King, tested to 600 
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pounds pressure, to be fully 50% stronger 
than standard hose, tested to only 400 
pounds pressure. 

Duncan, Oklahoma, Fire Depart- 
ment’s Chief H. E. Ray, shown hold- 
ing the tightly coiled Fire King, com- 
pares it with an ordinary hose, also 
coiled as tightly as a bulky hose can 
be. Both coils are the same length. 
Says Chief Ray: ‘Fire King is easier 
to handle on roofs and ladders and 
handles better when wet and muddy.” 

Before you buy another length of 
hose, let a BFG Fire Hose Distributor 
show you a sample of Fire King and 
quote on your requirements. You'll 
find that although the initial cost of 
Fire King is slightly higher, it’s really 


your most economical buy because it 
pce longer. 


| | The B. F. Goodrich Company 
| Dept. M-63, Akron 18, Obio 
| Without cost or obligation, please 
0) send me more information on B. F. Goodrich 


0 have a BFG Fire Hose Distributor see me. 


| fire hose. 
| 
| 
| 


Name. 
| ee 
| Address. 
] ee 


B.FE Goodrich 
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E& J is always glad E & J MANUFACTURING CO. 
to demonstrate! Burbank, Calif. 
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Pumpers for New York City 


This fleet of 42 pumpers has just been And 49 more are now on order. 
completed by Ward LaFrance for de- 

livery to New York City.. With these Why not check with Ward LaFrance 
pumpers, Ward LaFrance will have first when your community is ready to 
produced well over 200 vehicles for add new equipment or replace old. 
the world's largest city! 


42 MORE ... £27. 27 


Fire Apparatus Manufacturers for Over 30 Years 
GENERAL OFFICE & FACTORY: Grand Central Avenue 
Elmira, N.Y. Tel. 3-5631 + 


DIRECT FACTORY BRANCH: 139 Street & Bruckner Blvd., 
New York 54, N.Y. Tel. CYpress 2-3300 


EXPORT: Ward LaFrance International, In« 
Elmira, N.Y., U.S.A., Cable Address: ‘““Wardtruck”’ 


for JULY, 1953 














Greatest improvement in forestry hose in 20 years 


RANGER 
LIGHTWEIGHT 
FORESTRY HOSE 


with cotton-synthetic jacket 









100’ ORDINARY 1'4”’ FORESTRY HOSE 


100’ RANGER LIGHTWEIGHT 1'A” 
50% LESS BULK 


40% LESS WEIGHT 





67% STRONGER 
Here’s a great, new forestry HANDLES EASIER . . . Fiat cure coils and stores easily, remains flexible wet or dry. 40% 

hose— AMERICAN ’s Ranger Light- lighter than conventional hose, so fire fighters can lug more of it faster. Bright yellow. 
weight — developed especially for DELIVERS MORE WATER AT FIRE LINE . . . Smooth lining reduces friction and turbu- J 
fighting forest, brush and grass fires. lence so same pump throws more water. Won’t swell under pressure and loosen couplings. Str 
Jacket of cotton-synthetic fiber com- LASTS LONGER . . . Cotton-synthetic jacket resists snagging and wear. 
bined won laminated rubber lining WILL NOT MILDEW OR ROT... at, 
gives you ——s lightness, tough- Available in 100-foot lengths that save you weight and cost of extra couplings ... 1” and 1/2” it i 
ness and flexibility. diameters. 300-lb. working pressures, 1000-lb. bursting strength. re 
acti 
Why fuss with heavy-hard-to-handle hose? Order AMERICAN’S Ranger “ae 
Lightweight forestry hose NOW from your dealer . . . or call our nearest office. 7 
—{ 
fire: 


if 
AMC *B: 
RUBBER MANUFACTURING co.“ 


Factory & General Offices: - 1145 Park Avenue - Oakland 8. California - Phone OLympic 2-0800 
SEATTLE: Smith Tower, SEneca 1727 LOS ANGELES: 711 E. Gage Ave., ADams 1-9279 
BRANCHES | PORTLAND: Dekum Building, CApito! 1708 | BOISE: 1116 No. 18th St., Phone 2612 
SAN FRANCISCO: 7 Front St., SUtter 1-6068 ST. LOUIS: 843 So. Lindbergh Bivd., WYndom 2226 
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Rockwood Type FFF FogFOAM Nozzle with 
FogFOAM Screen available for service on ' 
114", 24", 314" fire hose lines. Nozzles i 

Solid FOAM (with shaper), 
and High Velocity WaterFOG as well as 
FogFOAM (with screen). Range of Fog- 
FOAM with shaper approximately 
feet, with screen 30 feet. 





Fleet of Tankers is equipped with FFF 
Nozzles and Rrcpertiones system. Shown 
here, FogFOAM being discharged on 
deck and water during test. Ships must 
be = from spill fires on water as 
well as aboard ship. 


Fire Fighter here discharges FogFOAM onto burning gasoline through 24” FFF Nozzle. 





FogFOAM puis smotherin g blanket 
over flaming liquids 


Rockwood Nozzle Turns out Perfect Proportions of Foam, Air 


and Water to put out highly volatile flammable 
40% liquids; action is instant ae et “wy ame 
T by Underwriters’ Laboratories. 

















turbu- Just 3 parts of Rockwood Double What’s more, Rockwood Double 
slings. Strength Foam added to 97 parts of Strength FOAM is faster spreading, 
water, and you’ve a special “mix” that’s flows freely at sub-zero temperatures, 
death to fire. will not corrode and can be easily . 
It does its job through a special washed away after fire is extinguished. 
14" Rockwood FogFOAM nozzle that turns Rockwood proportioning systems auto- SEND 
; it into smothering FogFOAM. You get matically control ratio of FOAM liquid FOR THIS 
far greater fire fighting extinguishing to water ensuring proper proportioning ILLUSTRATED CATALOG 
action than ever possible with old style regardless of number of nozzles used. pe ee 
chemical or mechanical foam equip- They can be custom engineered to your ROCKWOOD SPRINKLER COMPANY 
ment. requirements. 54 HARLOW STREET 
Tank-truck and airplane crash fires Plan now to have a Rockwood En- WORCESTER 5, MASS. 
— fires aboard ocean going tankers — gineer recommend the right fire fighting ” 
fires in refineries and industrial plants equipment to meet your needs. Mail Flesge send ok ape pedy pence F cotaien 
— are quickly and effectively smothered. coupon below. Scathee pein in eine 


ROCKWOOD SPRINKLER COMPANY 
Engineers Water . + « fo Cut Fire Losses 








en 
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It'S EASY TO CARRY as your traveling 
bag. The case is only 19%" long, 10%" 
high, and 9%” deep. 


'T CAN BE SET UP ANY PLACE where 
there’s 115-volt, a-c supply—for taxis, 
forestry, utilities, construction projects. 


IT’S IDEAL for 2-way operation (police, 
fire, etc.) in small and medium-size 
municipalities requiring medium-range 
communication equipment, 
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medium-range radio station... 
RCA Carfone Station Unit “15” 


For ALL-AROUND USE .. . for portable 
or fixed-stations, here’s your best buy... 
the RCA Carfone 2-Way Radio Station 
Unit “15.” 

It is complete with transmitter, receiver, 
power supply, portable antenna, handy 
microphone, and loudspeaker .. . all in 
a single package. 

Easy to carry and easy to set up, this 
portable unit can be operated wherever 
there is a 115-volt, a-c outlet. 


For fixed station use, place the unit on 
the operating desk, hook up the antenna, 
plug in the power cord, and you're set to 
go. For portable station use, simply con- 


RADIO CORPORATION 
of AMERICA 


COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT 
CAMDEN, HM. J. 


------—------| 


nect the quarter-wave, whip antenna (sup- 
plied) and plug in the power cord. No 
extra Components to carry around. No 
installation expense involved. 


Greatly improved receiver selectivity 
reduces adjacent channel signals well be- 
low interference levels. A newly designed 
transmitter modulation control enables 
you to transmit the full signal potential 
of the transmitter and maintain one- 
hundred-per-cent modulation at virtually 
all voice levels—whether you shout or 
whisper into the microphone. 


For complete information, 
MAIL COUPON TODAY. 


Communications Section, Dept. 50S 
Building 15-I 

Radio Corporation of America 
Camden, N. J. 


Please send me complete details 
on the RCA Carfone Station Unit “15. 


NAME TITLE 
COMPANY 
OI iD 


i, a 
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HEWITT-ROBINS 
Bi-Roll Municipal Fire Hose 


Here’s the hose that gives you the flexibility and 
safety you need for fighting fires . . . Hewitt-Robins 
Bi-Roll municipal fire hose. 


Bi-Roll’s greater flexibility means that 30% to 40% 
more hose footage can be stored or dispensed in a 
shorter time with greater handling ease and safety. 


For complete information about Hewitt-Robins Mu- 
nicipal Hoses . .. Bi-Roll—Chemical Booster—Fog— 
Suction—Street and Sewer Flushing, contact Munic- 
ipal Fire Hose Division, P.O. Box 974, Buffalo 5, N.Y. 


HEWITT-ROBINS {TK INCORPORATED 


EXECUTIVE OFFICES STAMFORD, CONNECTICUT 


DIVISIONS: Hewitt Rubber + Robins Conveyors + Robins Engineers * Restfoam® 
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Bi-Roll . . . provides greater over-all flexibility because of 
its non-vulcanized point-of-fold construction . . . permits 
a flatter fold under light pressure . . . 





Bi-Roll is available either with or without wax and gum 
treatment. Treated Bi-Roll provides 100% proof against 
mildew and rot . . , is equally pliable in hot or cold 
weather. 
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of CIVILIAN defens 


: state that adequate defense against 
fire is the backbone of modern Civilian Defense 
planning. Properly equipped apparatus manned by 
properly trained personnel are basic. 

Mack fire apparatus match these requirements. 
Powerful, dependable and sturdy, Macks are made 
to meet any emergency. And—of particular impor- 


tance where quick personnel training is desired— 
they are outstandingly easy to operate. 


This quality is clearly evident in the simplicity 
Pe of Mack pump controls. The famous automatic 
; pressure regulator keeps pressure constant regard- 
y a less of line operations. The manually operated trans- 
as fer valve eases transition from pressure to volume. 
Push button priming eliminates ground gearshift 
control. And the pump control panel is compact but 


not crowded—all gages at eye level and controls with- 
in easy reach. 





For Civilian Defense, for regular department op- 
eration, or whatever your firefighting needs, there’s 
a Mack that will fill your bill. And there’s a Mack 
representative ready, willing and able to tell you how. 





' ~—) 
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* 
modernize 
MACK MANUFACTURING CORPORATION 
Fire Apparatus Division 
Allentown, Pa. 
tory branches and dealers in all principal cities 
ice and parts. In Canada: Mack Trucks of Canada, 


0 TO 1250 GPM... SQUAD AND HOSE WAGONS... 


FIRE APPARATUS 
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There’s confidence in the very “feel” of the world famous 
C-O-TWO Squeez-Grip Carbon Dioxide Type Fire Extin- 
guishers. The quick-acting “Squeez-Grip” fits your hand 
naturally: like a handclasp... hangs right... carries right... 
works right. You’re in complete commahd of the situation 
instantly ...no fumbling ...no fatigue. 

From the non-conducting, shatterproof discharge horn 
to the high strength, durably finished cylinder, you get top 
quality construction that results in a lifetime of satisfactory 
service. Because of the very few working parts and corrosion 
resistant materials throughout, the total cost to you over the 
years is less than other initially lower priced makes... fire 
after fir€, récharge after recharge, without trouble. 

It’s not hard to see, whengyou fully compare and try, why 
C-O-TWO Squeez-Grip Carbqn Dioxide Type Fire Extin- 





Handclasp of a friend-in-need 








guishers are your best buy for killing flammable liquid and 
electrical fires, as well as some surface fires involving ordi- 
nary combustible materials. Sizes range all the way from 
2% to 100: pounds capacity ...all fully approved by the 
Underwriters’ Laboratories, Inc., Factory Mutual Labora- 
tories, Armed Forces and Government Bureaus. 

With C-O-TWO Squeez-Grip Carbon Dioxide Type Fire 
Extinguishers the penetrating carbon dioxide is a clean, dry, 
non-damaging, non-conducting, inert gas...smothers fire 
instantly, leaves no after fire mess...harmless to equip- 
ment, materials and finishes ...even food is still perfectly 
edible. 

Act now for complete free information on these first-rate, 
sure-acting fire extinguishers. Remember fire doesn’t wait 
... get the facts today! 


ema, | C-O-TWO FIRE EQUIPMENT COMPANY 
ge 


MANUFACTURERS OF APPROVED FIRE PROTECTION EQUIPMENT 


Squeez-Grip Carbon Dioxide Type Fire Extinguishers 
Dry Chemical Type Fire Extinguishers 
Built-in High Pressure afd Low Pressure Carbon Dioxide 
Type Fire Extinguishing Systems 
Bullt-in Smoke and Heat Fire Detecting Systems 








C-O-TWO FIRE EQUIPMENT OF CANADA, LTD. * 


NEWARK 1 + NEW JERSEY 


TORONTO 8 * ONTARIO 


Sales and Service in the Principal Cities of United States and Canada 


AFFILIATED WITH PYRENE MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
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Kiteck Out FIRES)EASTER with 


a 


*FULL VOLUME 


JOHN BEAN two-fisted FIRE-FIGHTER 


Here’s a truck that goes into action power-packed. It incorporates the 
quick knock-out punch of the famous Bean High-Pressure system and the fire-beating wallop of the 
new Bean Volume Pump. Both pumps operate together or separately, so you have 
at your command two lines of fast-striking high pressure fog and 3 lines of slugging volume power. 
Make sure your community gets all the protection it needs. Investigate 


this Bean Two-Fisted Fire-Fighter today. 


, puape oreo! i John Bean Division 
4 ' \ ; : Dept. 126 
Write for this complete Lansing 4, Michigan Ml 
story on the John Bean 


High-Pressure Fog and © 


\ Volume Fire-Fighter. John Bean Division 
P. O. Box 145 


San Jose, California TWO-FISTED FIRE-FIGHTERS 


Can be mounted on most standard truck chassis 
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Model 20-W. Fluid Capacity — 20 gals. Complete with %” by 25 
ft. hose with nozzle, regulator, safety relief valve, vent valve and 
one (1) 2% Ib. carbon dioxide cylinder. Mounted on 10x2.50 ball 
bearing, rubber-tired wheels. Weight empty—125 Ibs. Overall 
height — 45”. 


McFARLAND “WETTER WATER” FIRE WAGON 


FAST — because the "Wetter Water" Fire 
Wagon enables you to bring an adequate 
volume of Wetter Water under pressure right 
up to the fire, instantly. 


SURE — because “Wetter Water" spreads rap- 
idly and evenly over a much greater burning 
area than ordinary water. The penetrating action 
keeps the fire out. 


The McFarland "Wetter Water" Fire Wagon is 
a wheel mounted tank carrying ordinary 

water to which Unox* is added to make 

“wetter water." The tank is pressurized 

at the time of use by releasing the 

charge from a carbon dioxide cylinder. 

The "fire wagon" is equipped with 25 

ft. of hose having a trigger type spray 

nozzle. It will throw a stream 40 ft. and 

cover a 35 sq. ft. area. 


*Unox — T.M. Union Carbide and Carbon Co. 


LISTED 
UL LABEL 
SERVICE 


McFarland "Wetter Water" Fire Weg put 
fires out 3 to 4 times faster, with only '/4 to '/; 
the amount of ordinary water required. 


"Wetter Water" is applicable for use on fires in 
Class "A" and Class 'B" combustibles. Include 
McFarland "Wetter Water" Fire Wagons in your 
fire fighting equiment. Available in 7 standard 
models, 10, 20, 50 and 100 gallon capacities. 
Wheel types, also truck, trailer and skid mounted. 


Dealer-Distributor Franchise 


Distributors of fire fighting equipment can 
increase sales and profits with the “Wetter 
Water" Fire Wagon. Interested parties are 
invited to write for complete details. 
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McFARLAND MANUFACTURING CORPORATION 


1630 ROBERTS STREET 


PHONE FAirfax 7165 


HOUSTON 3, TEXAS 
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NEW WAYS TO 


FIGHT BLAZE! number 2 in a series 


— 
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Helps Save 
Suburban Home! 


Tool shed burning! The adjacent home was 
saved, with an assist by a McCulloch 7 FP 
pump. The pump was carried by one man to 
a salvage basin, from which it supplied 250 
gpm to the pumper, through 100 feet of 3 inch 
supply hose. The pumper ran 50 feet of 2% 
inch hose, which was then wyed into 50 feet 
of 14 inch hose, with ¥% inch nozzles. Another 
100 foot hose was run to the fire from the 
pumper, with a % inch tip. This delivered 
130 gpm, while the % inch nozzles delivered 
58 gpm apiece, all at 60 psi. The McCulloch ’ 



































pump furnished adequate water easily for 

a total of 246 gpm. S 
Model 7 FP McCulloch te 
CENTRIFUGAL FIRE PUMP . 


Weighs only 57 Ib complete! 





Delivers 250 gpm! . 
Develops pressures over 100 psi! a 
Primes at 25 ft suction lift! u 
Delivers fog, stream, or foam! $I] 
(all measurements in U.S. gallons) 

oO 





PERFORMANCE CHART (with 10-foot suction lift) 
























































ae 
pischarge ., | 10) 20 30} 40} 50] 60] 70} 80| 90) 100 . 
Discharge Hd. I eal 
Hg art 23} 46| | 92] 118 138 | 161 | 184] 207} 231 
Per Minute | 290|227|197| 164) 130|101| 78) 54) 38) 25 
+ 4 : 
Send for Complete Information Today... NATIONWIDE SALES AND SERVICE 
6-3203 
McCulloch Motors Corporation, Los Angeles 45, California 
Export Dept.: 301 Clay St., San Francisco 11, Calif., U.S.A. ; 


McCULLOCH 


Canadian Distributor: 220 W. First Ave., Vancouver, B.C. 
525 First Ave., Quebec, P.Q. « 861 Lansdowne St., Peterboro, Ontario 
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Model No. 15 Model No. 20 


(Shown above in action) 


NEW ALFCO CARBON DIOXIDE EXTINGUISHERS QUICKLY 
SMOTHER HOT FLAMMABLE LIQUID OR ELECTRICAL FIRES 


Five new Alfco Carbon Dioxide Fire Extinguishers 
... Models 21, 5, 10, 15 as illustrated, and 20, are ready 
to provide faster fire protection against Class B and C 
fires. Model numbers also denote the weight capacity. 

Each is equipped with a newly designed, simplified, 
and faster-acting valve, with added advantages for re- 
servicing in the field. Each unit expands its stored vol- 
ume 450 times within 26 seconds or less in a quick fire- 
smothering avalanche of carbon dioxide gas and snow. 

Note the following advantages over earlier models 
of this type: . . . Retained ruggedness with increased 
simplicity . . . Disassembles for servicing without special 
tools . . . Siphon tube is removable . . . Separate valve 
sealing member easily replaced . . . “O” ring seal around 


valve stem prevents gas seepage during operation . . . 
Onerates faster . . . Squeeze-lever directly over valve 
stem gives quicker discharge . . . Straigh't discharge from 
valve for Models 10, 15 and 20 . . . Simplified swivel 
elbow on Models 24% and 5... Safety Disc side mounted 
instead of on top for added protection . . . Double prong: 
locking pin prevents accidental discharge . . . 

In charging these new units, no discs are required. 
Simply squeeze open the valve, permitting the recharge 
to enter the cylinder. Handsomely finished in red enamel. 
Discharge hose and horn in black. Hanging bracket and 
screws furnished. Vehicle mounting bracket available, 
also one for boats, barges, trucks, etc. 


All hose equipped models have Alfco Anti-Statik Device. Write us to have salesman call, or for illustrated literature. 
All Models Inspected and Approved by Underwriters and the Factory Mutual Laboratories 


AMERICAN-LAFRAN 
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IN CANADA, LAFRANCE FIRE ENGINE G FOAMITE LTD., TORONTO 
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DEPENDABLE =~ 


This International recently joined Portland, Oregon Fire Department. Pumping capacity, 1,250 GPM. Powered by Hall- 
Scott 275 HP engine. Five-speed transmission. 500-gallon water tank. Electrically operated hose reels. Directional lights. 
“Wind wings” on cab doors. Air brakes. Forty-eight feet of extension, roof, and folding ladder. Two-way radio. 


Ready to star on your fire-fighting team 


There’s an International fire truck chassis ... specialized to satisfy top demands for 
engineered to meet the exact requirements _ speed of operation, handling ease, and safety. 


of your community and your department. . built to perform with absolute depend- 


Choose from seven International fire truck ability—year after year. 


chassis, eight different engines. With pump- Get the full story from your International 
ing capacities up to 1,250 GPM. Dealer or Branch. 


INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER COMPANY - CHICAGO 


international Harvester Builds McCormick Farm Equipment and Farmall Tractors... Motor Trucks... industrial Power... Refrigerators anu Freezers 


Better roads mean a better America 
Ka 
INTERNATIONAL TRUCKS 
Standard of the Highway 
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SAFETY 1S WORTHLESS... 


unless it 42 absolute! 


Whenever your hose comes into contact with 

oil, grease, dirt or other corrosives harmful to 
fabric or rubber, wash it immediately in Bi-Kleen! 
There is no such thing as ‘“‘fairly safe"’ hose. 
Buy good hose and keep it good—with non- 
poisonous, non-toxic Bi-Kleen! 


Bi-Kleen is a new emulsion-type detergent 
designed exclusively for cleaning fire hose. It 
keeps the jackets inspection-white, keeps your 
hose cleaner, safer, longer! 


For the fire house and apparatus, too, Bi-Kleen 


is excellent for removing road tar, oil and grime. 


No harmful alkalis—rinse your chamois in 
Bi-Kleen! 
Manufactured exclusively for the Bi-Lateral 


Fire Hose Company by the makers of 
PREV-ESSENTIALS CHEMICAL COMPANY. 
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Ri-Lateral 


FIRST AGAIN: 


Bi-Laterali First to rec- 
ognize the need for and 
Construct fire hose with 
the Bi-Loteral feature. 


First to change pin lug 
to rocker lug couplings 


First to offer FREE fire 
hose record cards to 


fire depts. Th 
still available. yom 


Now First to give 


you a safe detergent to 


keep fire hos 
Bi-Kleen! e safe— 





Don't tie up your 
1953 Department 
with a 1920 


Central Station 


A lot of things have happened in the last 20 to 
30 years — a call to Gamewell. We will survey your exist- 


ing fire defenses, and make recommendations 
that can give your community the protection 
ei it needs. And it will cost you nothing unless and 
Sfor e mating cee pe oe shops and until you buy materials or services from us. 

plants to be protected against fire damage Write to Gamewell today. Ask us to survey 


More problems . . . like increased traffic your present and future Fire Alarm needs. 
congestion that makes the Department’s 


job more difficult. THE GAMEWELL COMPANY 


To be certain that your Central Station is ade- NEWTON UPPER FALLS 64, MASSACHUSETTS 
quate for today — and even for 1963 — put in In Canada: Northern Electric Co., Ltd., Belleville, Ont. 


More marriages, more babies . . . increased 
population in your community 








“Last year’s fire loss 
amounted to over 
$896,000,000. — most 
of it needless waste.” 


ONFPA 
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With the Editor 


3 On May 16 last, a_ horrified 
Being Ready = crowd in Stockton, Calif., watched 
When Called helplessly while three small boys, 

trapped on top of a blazing 75- 
foot wooden water tower, tried to choose between 
jumping into a firemen’s life net, or burning to 
death. Spurred by searing heat, they all leaped 
and were saved, 


Commenting on this dramatic incident, the Stock- 
ton Record editorialized : 

“The dramatic rescue of three boys trapped 
atop a blazing old tankhouse illustrates the neces- 
sity for adequate Fire Department equipment 
and for the proper training of firemen. That the 
boys were saved was due to a combination of 
factors in which ‘luck’ or Providence is out- 
standing. Also of fundamental importance is the 
fact that the firemen arrived in time and with 
the kind of equipment needed. 

“For more than 30 years, likely ever since 
the department was organized on a full-time 
basis, trucks have been doing to fires with nets. 
In all that time it never once was necessary to 
use a net—until Saturday. The emergency in 
that instance was so great that there was little 
chance any other kind of rescue would have 
worked. Those firemen who manned the net 
knew what they were doing; they had both held 
and jumped in training. Even so, jumping into a 
net from such a height is a tricky business, and 
the boys were fortunate they were not seriously 
hurt. 


“Another several decades may pass before a 
net is used again to save human life. Yet no one 
now living will disparage the usefulness of the 
device or regard its presence aboard trucks with 
all the other paraphernalia of rescue and fire- 
fighting as unnecessary. Firemen know what 
they need to do their job.” 


As we see it, the interesting moral of this inci- 
dent and this discerning editorial is the fact that, 
although no fire department can foretell the kind 
or time or place of an emergency it may be called 
upon to cope with, there is no valid excuse for its 
not being prepared with all possible equipment, 
and a thorough knowledge of its use, that con- 
ceivably may be required in the emergencies to 
which that fire force is called to face. 


To every fire officer there comes the time when 
he must decide whether or not to purchase, or at 


least recommend the purchase, of certain life sav- 
ing and/or fire fighting equipment. One of the 
stereotyped comebacks to appeals for such facili- 
ties is “oh, how often would you use it?” or, “‘why 
not spend the money for something you’re going to 
need at every fire?” and so on. 


This argument becomes more prevalent as in- 
creasing fire department costs are advanced as the 
excuse for budget paring and penuriousness. 


It is the common rejoinder of civic officials who 
ask “is this equipment necessary?’’—and then pro- 
ceed to dictate the answer. 


What fire officer can forecast the kind, or se- 
verity of emergency that may face him and his de- 
partment at the next sound of the bell? But after 
it occurs, and he has perhaps had to witness the 
loss of lives and see buildings destroyed because 
of a lack of rescue or fire control facilities, it does 
little good to say to those in authority “I told 
you so.” 


Unquestionably there is a lot of equipment of 
one kind or another carried on the nation’s fire 
apparatus that is taking up room and increasing 
apparatus load weight, about which the question 
well may be raised “is this device, or this tool, or 
this gadget necessary ?” 


We have no doubt that down through those 30 
years above mentioned these questions were asked 
about the Stockton Department’s life nets: Are they 
necessary? Why keep ’em on the apparatus? Why 
maintain and train men in their operation—zwhen 
they're not used? 


The good citizens of Stockton, who watched in 
awe as flames crept up on those three youths, and 
the youths themselves know the answer! They 
know and bless the fire department that was called, 
and not found wanting. 


Perhaps we’re wrong, but this seems to us to 
be the sort of conclusive evidence that every civic 
minded official should have before him, when it 
comes to outfitting his local fire forces. 
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Detroit Department Records All 
Phone and Radio Conversations 


Improves Efficiency of Department, 
Eliminates Errors and Settles Controversies 


F or many years fire departments 
have time-stamped and dated by auto- 
matic electric devices all alarms received 
over their wired telegraph systems. The 
accurate recording of the minute, hour, 
day, month, and year, has always been 
deemed a vital and necessary protective 
record. But contrary to this apparent 
important detail, the same timing and 
preservation of messages over the tele- 
phone has been neglected and this has 
also been largely overlooked in preserv- 
ing similar and often more important 
messages when using the new com- 
munications medium, namely, radio. 

Our Department in Detroit has used 
recording devices for all its fire dis- 
patching telephone messages since De- 
cember of 1947, and in November of 
1952 we installed similar devices for 
recording all radio messages both ways. 
The electronics, operations, and results 
accompanied may be of interest to those 
Departments contemplating such instal- 
lations and I shall, therefore, attempt 
as simply as possible to describe our 
setup and operations, with some very 
interesting conversations and situations 
resulting therefrom 

I wish to give credit to Chief William 


The Dictaphone Dictacord, at right center above, makes a permanent record of the radio 
conversations between the Detroit Fire Department's central office and the fire fighting 


By PAXTON MENDELSSOHN 


Commissioner, 
Detroit Fire Department 


3arry, our Supt. of Communications, for 
the technical and engineering data. The 
results and experiences are taken from 
the records of the Communications Div- 
ision, and from my personal contacts 
and knowledge of the operations. 


Telephone Recorders 


Let us first pursue the installation of 
the recorders for telephone conversa- 
tions. The installation of the telephone 
recorder was relatively simple inasmuch 
as we do not lease switchboards from 
the Bell Telephone Company for our 
Dispatching Office. For many years 
Detroit has purchased Kellogg Switch- 
boards, which in our case is a two posi- 
tion board ope rating our private system 
over our own instruments throughout 
the Department. The Bell trunk lines 
come into this switchboard. 

A relay was installed at the back of 
each position inside the switchboard in 
common with the operator’s answering 
keys, and to this was connected a Dic- 
taphone Model A2M monitoring con- 
tinuous tape sequential recording unit. 

It will be noted that each position of 
the board has its own recording unit, 


apparatus—all of which is radio equipped. Radio dispatcher is‘ Edward Grimm. 
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and it must be explained that each 
recording unit in turn has two record- 
ing belts, so that no interruption exists 
if a belt is being played back, or during 
the brief interval of changing a com- 
pleted belt. The second belt automati- 
cally takes over. 

When either of the dispatchers closes 
his answering key, the relay is energized 
and the voice signal operating the relay 
starts the particular machine in motion 
and continues to record the conversa- 
tion until the answering key is again 
open. Therefore, all fire messages re- 
ceived over the Bell lines are completely 
recorded, and when a dispatcher calls a 
Fire Station to dispatch a still alarm, 
give a street closing, fumigation mes- 
sage, or hydrant shutoff, all messages 
from both ends are thus recorded. How- 
ever, if a dispatcher merely makes an 
inter-departmental connection only, the 
request for a connection is recorded and 
the balance of the conversation is 
strictly confidential and not recorded. 


How Recordings Are Timed 


The time element of such recording 
is obtained as follows. First, each new 
Dictabelt when placed in the recorder 
is dated and marked with the starting 
time. Each belt is capable of record- 
ing continuously for thirty minutes, but 
with the intermittent use experience 
indicates a belt performs on the average 
for about five hours and, when com- 
pleted, a warning red light turns on, 
and ‘belt No. 2 automatically goes into 
action. 

It must further be remembered, of 
course, that all fires reported over the 
telephone are immediately logged by 
the dispatcher, giving the exact time; 
therefore we firld it very easy to locate 
the proper belt for playing back when 
necessary. Having a two position-switch- 
board, each with its own recorder, and 
each recorder having two belts, it will 
be seen there is little change of failure 
to record any conversation over the 
switchboard. 

I have purposely refrained from men- 
tioning the cost of the recorders as 
prices are subject to change, but I will 
state that the cost is not prohibitive con- 
sidering the value of the records pro- 
duced. The belts are very inexpensive 
in quantities and are not a serious cost 
factor. When used up, each beit with 
its date, beginning and ending time, is 
filed away accordingly and all belts are 
preserved for not less than three years. 

Up to this point I have refrained from 
mentioning one objection which many 
are probably already thinking about, 
namely the use of the intermittent 
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Two Dictaphone A2M machines, shown on either side of the table, are used to record the 
conversations between the telephone operators and the incoming caller, one for each position 
on the switchboard. The Dictaphone recorder automatically cuts off when the operator calls 


the fire station. 


Captain Walter Huber checks a report at the dispatcher's desk, while 


telephone operator Donald Roehrig watches the board. 


“Beeper-Signals” required by the F.C.C. 
on recorded telephone conversations. 
We have obtained permission from 
proper authority to eliminate the use of 
the Beeper-Signals inasmuch as our 
operation is for the public safety, based 
on the contention that our fire dispatch- 
ing must be accurate and fast, and as 
Beeper-Signals automatically come on 
at about fifteen second intervals their 
sound might. come in simultaneously 
with a street address and could obliter- 
ate a digit in a street number, confuse 
an excited person, or otherwise inter- 
fere with and delay the accurate recep- 
tion of a reported fire. We do not use 
Beepers. Departments contemplating 
such installations as I have described are 
advised to consult proper authorities, 
particularly their own State Public 
Service Commission. 

[ intend to describe some of the inter- 
esting situations, but first let me state 
that since we have been recording our 
telephone messages the results have 
been so valuable that, upon completion 
in 1952 of all of our two-way radio 
installations, we investigated the possi- 
bility of also logging our radio system. 

Before describing the installation for 
the radio, let me add that a belt on 
either the telephone or radio recorder 
can be played back at any time the belt 
is in the machine, which is often done 
when there is the question of having 
correctly understood an address or 
message, and completed belts can be 
replayed many times if necessary. 


Radio Conversation Recorders 


Our radio system consists of several 
Motorola inter-mixed transreceivers to 
which we connected a Dictacord model 
\4. It operates on the same principle 
as the A2M but is smaller in size. The 
operation of the unit varies slightly in- 
asmuch as it is activated entirely by a 
voice operated relay, which in turn is 
connected to the outside of our monitor 
control center. \We are thus enabled to 
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pick up incoming without 
attendance. 

Likewise when the radio dispatcher 
presses the talk button on the micro- 
phone his voice signal is intercepted by 
the relay, likewise starting the Dicta- 
cord machine, which remains in opera- 
tion as long as a signal is transmitted 
over the wave lengths. 

The belts used on all our recorders 
are interchangeable and aside from the 
same recording of date, starting and 
finishing time, many radio messages are 
completed with a time signal in addi- 
tion to the intermittent time signals re- 


messages 


Overall view of the three Dictaphone machines in the Detroit Fire Department's central office. 
Lower left is the Dictacord which records the two-way radio conversations, while center left 
are the two Dictaphone A2M recorders which are connected to the two-position switchboard. 


quired by the F. C. C., and thus the 
radio beits have more time identifica- 
tions throughout their recordings, anc 
consequently, radio belts are even easier 
to locate for replaying when necessar, 
One of the first impressions create 
among some of our dispatchers was that 
the recordings of their work was for the 
purpose of catching mistakes on their 
part but this impression was immedi- 
ately dispelled, and the value of such 
recordings was promptly recognized. 
This has been proven time and again 
when misinformed citizens have made 
complaints of supposed errors and/or 
delays, which in every instance were 
disproved by replaying of the record- 
ings. The expression is often heard, 
“What would we do without them?” 


Records Have Proved Valuable 


In order to substantiate all that has 
been so far stated, I will relate a few 
actual experiences and unusual situa- 
tions which we have recorded and kept 
the record of the spoken words on file. 
No attempt is made to date or sequence 
the following incidents, but these have 
been chosen as examples. Similar situa- 
tions undoubtedly develop and occur in 
the, dispatching operations of any 
Department of a city of any size, and 
those who are interested in fire dis- 
patching activities, and happen to read 
these facts, will well appreciate the pro- 
tection given, first, to the dispatchers 
themselves; secondly, to the efficiency 
of the operation, and lastly, but not 
least, to the reputation of the Fire 
Department. 

Let us take an _ incident which 
occurred in 1947. In Detroit we have 
two streets named respectively Fairview 
and Parkview, they run parallel to each 
other, but are about one mile apart. At 
about 9:30 on a Sunday morning a tele- 
phone call was received from an excited 
man reporting that the entire roof was 
in flames of a residence for an address 
on Fairview Avenue. The dispatcher in 
charge gave the first due companies the 
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actual address and transmitted the near- 
est alarm box to the fire. Shortly after 
this another phone call was received, 
and several others were made that there 
was a bad roof fire existing at the iden- 
tical house number but on Parkview 
Avenue. There was a lapse of almost 
two minutes between the two reportings, 
and of course on the second fire another 
box had to -be dispatched and other 
companies sent to Parkview Avenue. 
The companies arriving at the first fire 
reported by telephone (this incident 
being before our two-way radio installa- 
tions) that they could find nothing on 
Fairview, but the Parkview Avenue fire 
Was quite serious owing to the delayed 
alarm. Of course, the first thought was 
maybe the dispatcher had misunder- 
stood the street name and made the 
error sending the first companies to the 
wrong address, but upon replaying the 
recording it was definitely proven that 
the Fairview Avenue address was first 
given and later the Parkview Avenue. 
Further investigation resulted in the 
fact that the citizen making the calls 
admitted he had lived on Fairview Ave- 
nue up to the day before the fire and 
in his excitement had forgotten the new 
street name and had given his old street 
address. Without the recorded conver- 
sation it could easily have been the citi- 
zen’s word against the dispatcher’s, 
with nothing to prove the conversation. 
The dispatchers were completely cleared 
of any mistake or negligence. 

Another incident which could have 
had far more serious results occurred 
last summer in August between the 
hours of midnight and morning. It was 
during one of those sudden violent rain 
and electrical storms, lightning striking 
all over the city, causing fires, and our 
Department answered some fifty re- 
ported fires in a very short period of 
time. During such an occasion a possi- 
ble error could easily be understood. A 
few days after this a letter was received 
over the signature of a resident and tax 
payer addressed to none other than the 
Mayor of the city. It was quite violent 


Pictured above (left center) is the new Dictacord machine which records all the two-way 
radio conversations between radio dispatcher Edward Grimm (seated at the microphone) and 


the department's apparatus. 


in its criticism of the Fire Department, 
asking “where that good Fire Depart- 
ment everybody was talking about was,” 
and asserting that it had taken twenty- 
five minutes for the Fire Department to 
answer his telephone call, thereby 
allowing a garage to be destroyed. He 
even mentioned the time that he had 
made the telephone call. Naturally the 
City Hall sent the letter to our Fire 
Commission and an investigation was 
immediately made. We first played back 
the recording of all telephone calls for 
some period prior to the indicated time 
and for a considerable period after the 
indicated time, but could find no tele- 
phone record of such an alarm. We did 
find, however, that an alarm was sent 
out sometime later than the time 
claimed but from a street box close to 
the address, that companies promptly 
responded, extinguished a garage fire, 
and were back in service within thirteen 
minutes of receipt of the alarm. This 
information was conveyed to the man 
who had written the letter, but he still 
claimed we were negligent. He was 
finally persuaded to come to our Dis- 
patching Office where again the entire 
time period was replayed for him, after 
which he admitted he did not hear his 
own report, and further confessed that 
he himself had made no telephone call, 
claiming his neighbor told him he had 
called the Fire Department, and he had 
taken his neighbor’s word for it. It can 
be seen how easily the Fire Department 
could have been condemned for a mis- 
take or delay which had not occurred, 
in this case to the extent of a written 
and signed letter sent to the Mayor of 
our city. It is hardly necessary to indi- 
cate how valuable the recordings, or in 
this case the absence of a recordine, 
was in this particular instance. 

Then there is the incident where a 
defective furnace caused a fire and, 
unfortunately, a little child was burned 
to death. The parties involved claimed 
the defective furnace had been reported 
the day before the fire and no inspec- 
tion. resulted. Playback of the previous 





Dispatcher Marvin Neifert mans the map desk on which is a 


large-scale map of Detroit, while telephone operators Alfred Murphy and Donald Roehrig 
handle the switchboard. A third dispatcher watches for the alarm box reports that come in 
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on the tape shown in the background. 





dav’s messages on the recorder failed to 
indicate any report had been received 
by the dispatcher prior to the alarm 
having been received. 


Helps in tie Case of Language 
Difficulties 


In every large city one has residents 
of foreign extraction, hard to understand 
normally, but most difficult when ex- 
cited as in case of fire. In many such 
cases such excitable persons, with dif- 
ficult accents, will hang up before the 
dispatcher can ask them to repeat the 
address, and many times a quick replay- 
ing of the conversation, when heard a 
second time, becomes sufficiently under- 
standable to dispatch apparatus to the 
location. In like sense an excited per- 
son will call up and hang up quickly 
and fail to give an intelligent location, 
which leaves the dispatcher with nothing 
to do but wait for another telephone call 
or box to be received. In such cases 
the dispatcher can immediately play 
back the conversation to assure himself 
that he did not fail to get an address, 
thus also relieving him of the responsi- 
bility of having failed to send apparatus 
to a location. 

There are occasional cases where an 
anonymous telephone call is received 
warning of a disaster or a bombing. 
These rarely take place, but in some 
instances the local police and F. B. I. 
listen to the playback in an endeavor 
to identify the voice of some known 
crank or criminal. 

The prevalence of false alarms by 
telephone is also a situation where the 
recording proves its value. An address 
is received by telephone, apparatus dis- 
patched to a given location, which in 
some instances is found to be entirely 
erroneous because the address given may 
be a vacant lot, or a building where no 
fire exists. Presently with two-way 
radio, the first arriving Commanding 
Officer can call in his report and ask if 
the correct location was given; there is 
always the chance that the fire might 
be nearby, and with the recording it 
can quickly be played back and the 
address verified. 

I could go on at great length describ- 
ing all kinds of incidents and circum- 
stances where the recording of, or the 
absence of a record, proves valuable 
beyond measure. 

The above stories pertain solely to 
the recording of telephone conversa- 
tions, but the value of radio conversa- 
tions between the dispatchers and appar- 
atus responding to or at a fire become 
equally, and sometimes more, important. 
For example, all alarms, whether they 
be from boxes received from street 
corners and transmitted to fire sta- 
tions over wired telegraph system, or 
whether they be still alarms, or special 
assignments, are all confirmed to the 
companies responding by radio after 
they have left their stations and are 
assumed to be enroute to the assignment. 
If the alarm has been received from the 
box on the corner, the confirming radio 
message is completed by the statement 
“the box was pulled,” meaning that up 
to that point there is no known address 
other than the street corner of the box 
location, and therefore, companies can 
only respond to that street corner and 
endeavor to find the fire if no one is 
there to direct them. If the telephone 
call has been received, giving an 


(Continued on page 611) 
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Oyster Bay, N. Y. Shrine Has 
Elaborate Fire Protection 


Theodore Roosevelt Home to be Pattern for 
Nationwide Drive to Preserve Historical Sites 


The drive to preserve the nation’s his- 
toric buildings and shrines was given 
impetus June 14 when the home of the 
late President Theodore Roosevelt, at 
Oyster Bay, L. I., was dedicated as 
a National Shrine by President Eisen- 
hower, in the presence of New York’s 
Governor Thomas E. Dewey and other 
notables, including representatives of 
the country’s fire service. 





Caretaker Valenty Mazur is shown with hose 

reel kept in hose house near the Theodore 

Roosevelt Sagamore Hill mansion at Oyster 

Bay. This hose would be used on any fire 

pending the arrival of the town fire depart- 
ment. 


The occasion marked the fulfilment of 
an intensive campaign by the Theodore 
Roosevelt Association, which owns the 
estate, to preserve it and protect it for 
future generations, chiefly against de- 
structive fire which is claiming so many 
of the nation’s historical properties. In 
this work the Association has had the 
assistance of the National Board of Fire 
Underwriters. the Great American In- 
surance Company, the firm of Chapman, 
Evans and Delehanty, architects for the 
project, and the Oyster Bay Fire De- 
partment as well as the Nassau County 
Fire Marshal’s Office. Cooperation is 
also afforded by the National Fire Pro- 
tection Association through the Chair- 
man of its Committee on Historic Build- 
ings, A. Clifford Hudson of Concord, 
N. H. The event has received interna- 
tional recognition through television, 
radio and press. 

An engineer of the Great American 
Insurance, assisted by the NFBU, laid 
out a fire protection program for the 
mansion that will retain the original ap- 
pearance of the home and serve as an 
example for fire-safing other historic 
places throughout the nation. 

To appreciate the protection problem 
presented by this enterprise, it should be 
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stressed that Sagamore Hill, as the 
Shrine is known, is 2% miles from the 
nearest fire department, in Oyster Bay. 
There are no municipal fire hydrants or 
nearby ponds or streams. Electric power 
1s not too reliable in the area. There is 
a main dwelling and outbuildings, in- 
cluding a house for the caretaker. The 
main dwelling has about 28 rooms, in- 
cluding a large trophy room on the first 
floor. The lower part of the structure 
is brick and stone, the upper part frame. 
There are three floors, a partly finished 
attic, and complete basement. The three 
main floors have been restored to the 
original home, except for stairs which 
were added to facilitate tours of visitors. 
Attic space is empty; the basement is 
mainly used to house the three oil 
burnérs, rest rooms for employes and 
fire protection equipment. A detached 
former ice house has been converted 
into a public rest room. 

Where possible, construction hazards 
have been replaced with incombustibles. 
Improvements such as metal lath in- 
stead of wood lath; enclosed attic space 
with door cut-offs; hot air ducts checked 
for corrosion, and contact with com- 
bustibles; fireplaces discarded for use, 
etc., have been made. Following these 
basic changes, the next problem was to 
provide the quickest means of detecting 
fire and giving the alarm, after which 
came the installation of effective meth- 
ods of extinguishing fire. Here the two 
Oyster Bay Fire Companies play an 
important part. 

Each of the two companies comprising 








Local fire chief visits Theodore Roosevelt 
Sagamore Hill Home to familiarize himself 
with fire protection features of the mansion. 
Fire Chief Wilbur Young, in white coat of 
Atlantic Steamer Company No. |, is shown 
at fire alarm control center, which is being 


explained by Guard Grady Mason. 


the department occupies its own fire 
station and has its own fire apparatus 
and equipment. But in time of fire they 
operate as a single unit. The one paid 
man for each company alternates with 
the other paid man so there is some- 
one on duty at all times. Alarms are 
received by telephone and the volunteer 
members alerted by a fire whistle, which 
sounds coded numbers. 


Firemen operating fog stream and solid stream from |'/2-inch hose in tests in front of 


Theodore Roosevelt Sagamore Hill mansion. Each stream is using a combination water fog 
and a straight stream nozzle with a shut off valve at the nozzle. Note ease of handling of 


hose line by one man and at 85 pounds presssure. 
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Oyster Bay Fire Department pumper hooked up to suction hydrant at Theodore Roosevelt 


Sagamore Hill estate. 
reservoir located close to the hydrant. 


Two suction lines are drawing from the buried 100,000 gallon concrete 
They can pump into private yard fire main and three 


hydrants or use their own hose from the pumper. 


The central station fire alarm system 
for the Sagamore Hill property is placed 
im one fire station with extension equip- 
ment to the second station. These two 
companies are Atiantic Steamer No. | 
and Oyster Bay Fire Company No. 1 
One unit is, affectionately nicknamed 
“Rough Riders” and the other “Teddy 
Bovs” 

The mansion has been completely 
equipped (except for the basement) with 
an automatic rate-of-rise fire alarm sys- 
tem. Automatic sprinkler protection has 
been provided for the basement’s critical 


areas, containing the furnace rooms, 
storage space and rest rooms. Standpipe 
hose with fog nozzle has been installed 


on each floor; the use of water fog is 
designed to hold water damage to a 
minimum in the event standpipes are 
used. Automatic fire detection and ex 
tinguishing equipment of approved 
type is installed and, as said, direct con- 
nected to the Oyster Bay Fire Stations. 
\ manual fire alarm box, carbon dioxide 
fire extinguishers and lightning rods of 
the type approved by the U.L. are all 
provided 

There is a watchman service with 
clock to all parts of the building. The 
“break-glass” manual fire alarm box is 
located in the office. A fire alarm is 
also sounded by electric bell in the office 
and outside the caretaker’s building. 
Locator annunciators in the office, and 
outside of the dwelling near the rear 
entrance, indicate the location of the fire 
for arriving firemen and employes. 

The problem of water supply, which 
was a serious one, was met by installing 
a 100,000-gallon unde rground reservoir, 
with a partially underground pump 
house, 5.000-gallon pressure tank and 
500 GPM centrifugal pump driven by 
gasoline engine. This takes suction from 
the 100,000-gallon reservoir. The pump 
starts automatically with flow in (a) 
fire main and (b) drop in pressure tank 
to 40 pounds. The reservoir is filled 
by a deep well pump 

The fire department can take suction 
direct from 100,000-gallon reservoir 
through a suction hydrant on one side 
of the driveway and pump into the 
pumping type hydrant on the other side 
of the roadway. This is an alternate 
water supply should the gasoline pump 
be out of service 

The entire fire protection system is 
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diagram 
location and function of all fire 
protection equipment is hung in the 
main building basement, as well as in 
the office on the first fidor, in the pump 
house, and in each fire house. A set of 
instructions is also placed at each loca- 
tion \ tailor-made inspection blank 
is used to report monthly to the Rating 
Office the condition of all equipment. 
Furthermore, there is a contract with 
the rate-of-rise company for a qualified 
inspector to check and report on all fire 
fighting equipment monthly. The watch- 
man, the caretaker and other personnel, 
as well as the two fire companies, hav« 
been thoroughly grounded in the use 
and maintenance of the Shrine’s fire pro 
tection facilities 


under continual supervision. 
showing 


Editor’s note: Acknowledgment is made to 
Vr. Charles N. Hager, Supt. Great Ameri 
can Insurance Co., for the material for this 
report, and to the National Board. of Fire 
Underwriters for photographic illustrations 


New York Cites 34 Firemen— 
Adds 402 


It was a memorable June 10 at New 
York’s City Hall when at special noon- 
day ceremonies 34 of the City’s fire 
fighters were honored for valor and 
merit, eleven of them posthumously and 
at the same time 119 others were pro- 
moted and 402 more sworn in as proba- 
tionary firemen, 

The awards were made in City Hall 
Plaza by Fire Commissioner Jacob 
Grumet, with Fire Chief Peter Loftus 
assisting, after Mayor Vincent Impellit- 
teri and the Fire Commissioner had 
paid tribute to the great force living and 
dead. 

The promotions also ushered in the 
42-hour week for the entire Fire Depart- 
ment—‘“a step in the right direction 
toward the 40-hour week.” Fire Com- 
missioner Grumet declared, pointing out 
that the group of probationary firemen 
was probably the largest gathering of 
fire fighters ever to be sworn in at one 
time in the City’s history. 

The men promoted included 22 
advanced from captain to battalion 
chief; 17 from lieutenant to captain and 
80 from firemen to lieutenant. 

‘Ten firemen laid down their lives 


last year in protecting us from destroy- 
ing flames,” the Mayor said, “and an- 
other died from natural causes.” The 
latter, who was awarded a medal post 
humously, rescued a woman and a chila 
from fire on March 31, 1952. 

Among the highest awards was tha. 
of the James Gordon Bennet Medal to 
Fireman First Grade Angelo G. Michel- 
ini. A former judo instructor, he dis- 
armed a bandit and held him until police 
arrived. Fireman First Grade Richard 
H. Richardson won the Mayor LaGuar- 
dia Medal for rescuing two children 
from a burning building. The Mayor 
O’Dwyer Medal went to Fireman John 
L. Clark for saving a woman at a fire. 
Fireman First Grade Harry T. John- 
son won the John H. Prentice Medal 
for subduing a man who had assaulted 
a girl. 


Chief of Truth or Consequences 
Heads N. M. Firemen 

Fire Chief Clyde Cole of Truth or 
Consequences, N. Mex., was elected 
presidentoft the New Mexico State Fire- 
men’s Association at the last day session 
of the convention June 10 last at Raton, 
N. Mex. He succeeds Chief F. C. 
Boren, of Silver City. 

Chief Pat Kane, Kirtland Air Base, 
was elected first vice-president; O. H. 
Hawkinson of Grants, second vice-presi- 
dent, and assistant chief J. Crain of 
Portales, was elected third vice-presi- 
dent; R. W. Wynn of Hobbs was re- 
elected secretary-treasurer. 

Truth or Consequences (formerly Hot 
Springs) was named as the location of 
the 1954 convention. 

Tep RosENWALD 


Fire Damages Mexico's Tallest Building 


The second fire involving skyscrapers under con 
struction within a few days (the first, in Dallas, 
was described in the June issue of FIRE 
ENGINEERING) broke out among wooden forms on 
the 41st floor of Mexico City’s 45-story Latino- 
Americana office building on May 23. Damage to 


the structure, the tallest in Latin America, 
amounted to only $2,000 to the wooden forms used 
for placing concrete around the steel structural 
work, but damage to nearby stores was estimated 
at $35,000. 

The fire was reported started by hot steel from 
a welder’s torch being used on the steel work at 
the 41st floor. City water pressure was insuffi 
cient to force water that high, but, after burning 
for six hours, the fire was put out finally by 
water pumped through a hose line hauled up the 
side of the building. 

Flames melted construction elevator cables in 
the building and several persons were injured by 
flaming canvas and wood which dropped into 
crowds that thronged the sidewalks belew. 
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Philadelphia Fire Department 


Meets Strike Emergency 


Reserve Apparatus Located to Provide 
Additional Protection; Radio Helps 


Editor’s Note: Philadelphia is not the 
first large city that has suffered a trans- 
portation strike. Nor is the Philadelphia 
Bureau of Fire the first fire department 
that has been called upon to meet the 
added threat to life and property which 
is imposed by such a strike. However, 
we believe that it is the first such de- 
partment to plan and execute the safety 
measures described in this report when 
faced with the transportation strike 


’ 
S TRIKES of all nature are trouble- 
some to the fire service, which must 
protect the lives and property of persons 
in the strike area. But strikes which tie 
up a big city’s transportation facilities 
pose extra hazards and problems for the 
local fire forces affected by the strike. 

lo the average citizen of Philadelphia, 
the period January 14 to 17, 1953, was 
merely an interval of inconvenience due 
to the strike of the city’s transportation 
workers, which halted all public trans- 
portation. Few of those citizens, how- 
ever, realized how serious a condition 
was potentially possible as a result of 
these conditions, should a major fire or 
other emergeiicy occur bécause of the 
inability of the emergency apparatus to 
negotiate the traffic-jammed thorough- 
fares. Few, that is, except the officials 
of the Bureau of Fire, who labored late 
hours many nights in advance of the 
strike, preparjng and laying out the 
emergency plans to cope with the prob- 
lems which the strike would be almost 
certain to create. 

The department heads took every pre- 
caution to insure the public adequate 
protection, necessary from the moment 
of the first walk-out. They took steps, 
also, to assure the public, at least insofar 
as it was good policy to do so, of the 
protective measures being taken. 

Discontinuance of all public means of 
transportation meant that every possible 
substitute private transportation facility 
would be called upon; it meant heavier- 
than-normal traffic at all periods of the 
day during the strike; but it also meant 
unprecedented traffic jams and tieups 
during the normal daily peak traffic 
periods. 


All Firemen Ordered to Report 


To meet the emergency, all members 
of the fire department were ordered to 
report to work on their day off in order 
to boost the necessary manpower. In 
iddition, extra units of apparatus were 
called into service and located strate- 
gically at potential danger points in the 
high value mercantile districts during 
the hours of 6:00 A.M. to 8 P.M., when 
the flow of traffic was at its peak. 

Each extra or reserve piece of ap- 
paratus was manned by a full comple- 
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problem. How the Bureau of Fire faced 
up to the emergency during the three 
hectic days of the strike is told in the 
terse, factual reports of the Bureau and 
the graphic photographs made available 
to Fire Engineering by Deputy Fire 
Commissioner and Chief of Department, 
George E. Hink. The editors are grate- 
ful to Commissioner and Chief Hink and 
his staff for their cooperation in mak- 
ing the report available to our readers. 


ment of one officer and five firemen. The 
apparatus were equipped with two-way 
radio and were also in constant contact 
with the Fire Alarm Dispatcher by tele- 
phone, through instruments installed by 
the Electrical Bureau whose members 
cooperated with the fire department, and 
worked extra hours to provide the es- 
sential communications facilities neces- 
sary to the successful functioning of the 
coverage plans laid. 

Normal assignments were continued 
on all local (telephone) and box alarms 
throughout the City. The extra appara- 
tus moved only on special call from the 
Fire Dispatcher. 

These extra emergency units were 


known as “Engines A, B, C, D and E” 
and Ladders “A and B.” They were 
disposed with one or two exceptions 
throughout the mid-city area as fol- 
lows: 

Engine “A,” for the duration of the 
emergency, was a fully equipped 3-1 
pumper capable of pumping 1,000 GPM. 
Carrying a 100 gallon tank of water and 
booster line, this apparatus was located 
at Broad and Locust sts., in the center 
of the hotel and theatre district. 

Engine “B,” located at Delaware ave. 
and Race st., covered the entire mid- 
town waterfront area and provided pro- 
tection for the Delaware River Bridge 
to Camden, N. J. 

Engine “C,” a combination car, having 
a 150 gallon tank, was located on Fifth 
st. between Market and Chestnut sts., 
together with extra ladder “B”, an 85 ft. 
hydraulic-raising aerial. The pumper 
was equipped with a 3-way hydrant con- 
nection to take advantage of the High 
pressure system in this district. In ad- 
dition to affording protection to Inde- 
pendence Hall and other priceless his- 
torical landmarks, these units covered 
the Bourse Building, which houses all 
the Bell Telephone long distance lines 


\ 





Emergency Engine "C" and Ladder “B" cover high value area. This combination 750 GPM, 
pumper and companion 85-foot ladder «re shown at their outdoor station on 5th Street, between 
Market and Chestnut, where they “covered” Independence Hall and other historical landmarks. 





Fire officer receiving instructions over one of the special telephones installed to enable the 
emergency companies to maintain contact with the Fire Bureau and Fire Alarm Office. 
Radio was also used. 
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Ladder “A,” an 85 ft. spring raising 
truck, was placed on the sidewalk on 
the East side of the City Hall at Juniper 
and Market sts., which is the department 
store district and is adjacent to the Fire 
Alarm Headquarters All of the ap- 
paratus, by the way, carried several 
lengths of hose and hydrant reducers in 
addition to their regular equipment. 

Engine “D” was located at Logan 
Circle, Nineteenth st. and the Parkway 
to provide protection for the Art Mus- 
eum, Academy of Natural Science, Fels 
Planetarium and other large buildings of 
scientific and educational nature, along 
with the Cathedral of St. Peter and Paul, 
and the Municipal Court 

Engine “E” took position at Thirty- 
Fourth st. and Spruce st. to cover Con- 
vention Hall, the Philadelphia General 
Hospital, Pennsylvania and Veterans 
Hospitals and the University of Penn- 
sylvania with its extensive buildings and 
grounds. 


Firemen at Subway Stations 


But while the placing of reserve 
emergency apparatus was of primary 
importance, the placing of men at all 
of the subway and elevated stations, car 
barns and power stations to prevent 
vandalism, was equally as important. A 
24-hour watch was maintained by the 
department at these points. Fire de- 
partment records show several arrests 
were made. 

Firemen themselves naturally suffered 
the same lack of transportation which 
inconvenienced so many citizens. In 
order to facilitate the movement of fire 
fighters, car pools were formed by mem- 
bers of the department and Deputy Fire 
Commissioner George E. Hink issued 
orders permitting firemen to park their 
automobiles in and around fire stations 
for the duration of the emergency. In 
addition, provisions were made to supply 
firemen with transportation to and from 
work by utilizing all available trucks, 
both panel and stake body, equipping 
them with benches, and making sche- 
duled trips both before and after roll- 
call. Members of the Repair and Spe- 
cial Service Section of the fire depart- 
ment drove these trucks in according 
with a predetermined schedule. The 
U.S. Navy also operated its buses, issu- 
ing passes which permitted uniformed 
firemen to take advantage of this service 

Even though only a small portion of 
the entire fire fighting force was relo- 





A corner of the city's modern Fire Alarm Headquarters, with Commissioner-Chief Hink announc- 
ing the end of emergency and restoring the Fire Bureau to normal operations. 


cated in the initial plan, 42 additional 
booster-pumpers were made _ readily 
available at a moment’s notice. This in 
no way lessened the strength of the 
department at any of t). vegular loca- 
tions as the 42 remaining pieces would 
be three-in-one pumpers, which are all 
equipped with boosters and could oper- 
ate efficiently as single units. 

During the period of the emergency, a 
total of 360 alarms were answered with- 
out a mishap. The stand-by booster 
pumpers were all equipped with two- 
way radio, as said, and functioned with 
maximum efficiency independently of 
telephone facilities. In this sense, radio 
materially multiplied the attack power 
of the responding units. 

Although it was January and the 
apparatus and men were subject to the 
weather during their emergency duty 
tours, no serious inconvenience was en- 
countered. Their presence at the 
emergency locations had an excellent 
psychological effect on the public and, 
for the fire department itself, the entire 
incident was an excellent example of 
good will building. 

Upon cessation of the emergency, 
firemen’s group and holiday restrictions 
were removed and normal fire depart- 
ment operations were resumed at 8:00 
A.M. Sunday, January 18, 1953. The 
Fire Commissioner, Frank L. McNamee, 
and the Deputy Fire Commissioners, 
George E. Hink and Paul B. Harten- 
stein, published formal congratulations 
to the members of the department “for/ 
the outstanding manner in which they 
carried on during the emergency.” ’ 





Emergency Engine "D" ready to roll. This unit was located at Logan Circle, 19th Street and 
the Parkway, to protect the Art Museum and many other important institutions. Note appli- 
cators with low velocity fog heads, booster equipment and radio. 
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Cure for Burns in Chop Suey? 

Physicians at the University of IIli- 
nois are reported testing a new 
“wonder drug” for burns which was 
discovered by accident in a chop suey 
juice. 

The development was reported in 
June in the Congressional Record by 
two members of the House of Represen- 
tatives who said they never saw any- 
thing like it. 

According to one of them, the drug, 
labeled B-N-G trysinase, was discovered 
when two men were boiling down scraps 
for hog food at their Oak Lawn, IIL, 
chop suey plant in 1944. A big boiling 
vat exploded, spewing its scalding con- 
tents over nearly a dozen workers. 

While waiting for ambulances, fellow- 
workers treated the burned employes 
with the only liquid at hand—mung 
bean sprout juice, a product of the 
cannery. Amazed Chicago physicians 
found no blisters, no pain, and no shock 
among the scalded patients. 

A congressman said the substance 
worked “a magic” on his young son and 
he has yet to see anything compare 
with it in combating second and third 
degree burns. The account in the Con- 
gressional Record named a boy of 3 of 
Arlington, Va., who was so badly 
burned when his sister upset an electric 
percolator that the skin came off when 
the doctors removed his T-shirt. 

After one application of the drug, he 
said, the boy stopped crying, slept 
soundly that night and wanted to go 
out and play the next morning. 





South Bend F. D. Has Own Radio 


The South Bend, Ind., Fire Depart- 
ment’s new $20,000 radio system went 
into operation on June 5, 1953, without 
fanfare. The main transmitter (KSC 
945) is located at the fire alarm head- 
quarters in charge of Capt. Ray M. 
Smith. Each of the department’s fire 
houses has a base station and each of 
the department’s 25 motor vehicles has 
a mobile transmitter operating on 
154.190 me. 

Fire Chief Richard J. Duck acclaims 
the system, which means direct and 
instant control over all units in their 
houses and in the field. It means sav- 
ings in terms of money, and wear and 
tear on equipment, claims the Chief. 

The old system of communications 
will not be abandoned. This includes a 
private telephone system, the public 
telephones, and an inter-communication 
system. 
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BLOCK-LONG MARKET FIRE GIVES 
BALTIMORE FORCE 3-HOUR FIGHT 


Twelve Alarms Sounded for $2 Million 
Blaze That Threatened Large Area 
A Staff Report 


Tue fourth major Baltimore market 
blaze in five years on May 4th last de- 
stroyed the two-block-long Lafayette 
Market, wrecked twelve neighboring 
buildings and damaged 80 others, forcing 
some 500 persons from their homes. 
Cause of the roaring fire, which 
quickly enveloped the old wooden struc- 
ture, was not determined. The arson 
squad of the fire department began an 





from one box. The next six alarms for 
this fire were sounded from adjacent 
Box 373, Fremont Ave. and Laurens St. 

At 3:48 A.M., a third alarm was sent 
in from Box 373, which set in motion 
eight engines, three ladders and a bat- 
talion chief. At 3:49 A.M., the sixth 


alarm from this box was recorded, which 
brought nine more engines, one ladder 
and a battalion chief. In addition to 


Baltimore market fire after having been brought under control. 


immediate investigation into the fire, 
following extinguishment, and two men 
were arrested on suspicion, but later 
released. 

The Market stood in an area bounded 
by Pennsylvania Ave. on the east, Sewell 
St. on the south, Fremont Ave. on the 
west and Laurens St. on the north. 
There were 278 stalls in the 75-year-old 
structure. Because of the time of the 
fire, only a few had a full stock of food. 
_ The fire apparently started on the east 
side and was discovered simltaneously 
by a tavern owner on Pennsylvania Ave. 
and a passer-by on the west side, each of 
whom pulled a different box. Fire Alarm 
Headquarters sent out Box 3828 at 
Pennsylvania Ave. and Sewell St. (Box 
373, also received, was not transmitted). 
This was at 3:30 A.M. 

The first alarm brought three engine 
one ladder company and Battalion Chief 
Anthony Simms, who at once sounded a 
second alarm, bringing three additional 
engines, one ladder, a water tower, flood 
light truck, the department ambulance 
and one deputy chief (Acting Deput 
Joseph Twilly). This alarm was timed 
at 3:35 A.M. Chief Twilly shot in the 
fourth alarm (the third was jumped) 
bringing six more engines, two ladders 
and two battalion chiefs. 

Deputy Chief Paul W. Reynolds, who 
responded at this time, struck a 6th 
alarm at 3:48 A.M. (Box 3828), which 
brought six additional engines. In 
Baltimore, only six alarms may be pulled 
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these units, there were at the fire, before 
complete extinguishnient, three salvage 
units, the president of the Fire Depart- 
ment, Acting Chief Engineer, Deputy 
Chief 4, Paul W. Reynolds, the Chief 
of the Incendiary Bureau, Chief of the 
Salvage Corps and the Box 414 Coffee 
Waggon. A total of 34 engine, 8 ladder, 


one water tower and other miscellaneous 
equipment were mobilized, manned by a 
small army of fire*fighters. 

The busy staff at Fire Alarm Head- 
quarters relocated other units and, in 
accordance with the department’s pre- 
arranged ‘disaster’ plan, placed reserve 
units in commission. The Baltimore Fire 
Department has not quite finished in- 
stalling radio on its first-line apparatus 
but radio was placed in service at the 
fire. 

Firemen Face Terrific Heat 


By the time the first-due fire fighters 
(Engine 13) were on the scene, the fire 
was so hot that it was impossible to 
bring lines to bear directly on the east- 
ern half of the old tinderbox. In a 
matter of minutes, the balance of the 
vast shed was aflame. The first police- 
men to arrive immediately started evacu- 
ating residents in the 600 block of 
Laurens St. to the north of the market 
and the 600 block of Sewell St. to the 
south, There were 15 two- or three-story 
homes and store fronts in each block. 
Residents of Little Walsh St. in the 
middle of the block, also were ordered 
out. A northwest wind soon helped 
spread the fire to structures in Laurens 
St., as sparks and embers flew over a 
wide area. Wind carried the smoke 
westward into homes in the 1200 and 
1300 blocks of Fremont Ave. and, as 
windows popped from the heat, residents 
of that area began their exodus. Fire- 
men, working with ladders, removed 
many persons from the exposures, while 
others fought fires in more than a dozen 
blazing homes and sought to prevent 
further extension of the blaze, using 
small hose lines. Heavy streams were 
brought into play along the edges of the 
market blaze to cool down the exposures 
and, where possible, to beat down the 
leaping flames from the market which at 
times reportedly reached 200 feet into 
the air. 

Some idea of the extreme heat gen- 
erated by the blaze can be drawn from 
the fact that asphalt paving buckled and 
bubbled, while tires of parked automo- 
biles, some distance away, burned furi- 
ously. Fire fighters, in places where the 
pavements were cool enough to work, 
attempted to hold advanced positions by 
lying prone on the street, but they were 


(Continued. on page 611) 
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Firemen attempt to operate from prone position at hot market fire at Baltimore. 
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N. E. CHIEFS’ 31st CONFERENCE 
SHATTERS PREVIOUS RECORDS 


Panel Discussions Feature 31st Annual 
Gathering at Wentworth-by-the-Sea 


Martane its extraordinary 
vitality, the 3lst Annual Conference of 
the New England Association of Fire 
Chiefs broke all previous records for at- 
tendance and interest. Held again at 
beautiful Wentworth-by-the-Sea, N. H., 
June 22, 23, 24 and 25, nearly 800 fire 
chiefs, their ladies and guests carried 
through an outstanding program of busi- 
ness and pleasure 

Presiding president, Chief Anthony J. 
Molloy of Nashua, N. H., opened the 
Conference Monday, June 22. Welcom- 
ing addresses were delivered by Mayor 
Theodore’ R. Butler of Portsmouth, 
N. H.; Chief G. N. Guevin of Man- 
chester, N. H., president, New Hamp- 
shire Fire Chiefs’ Club; Aubrey G. Rob- 
inson, State Fire Marshall and Ports- 
mouth’s new Fire Chief, Frederick R. 
Crompton. Chief Horace S. Jose of South 
Portland, Me., responded to the greet- 
ings. 

The invocation was delivered by Rev. 
Michael F. Collins, Dorchester, Mass., 
Association Chaplain 

In the solemn memorial exercises 
which followed, the memorial address 
was delivered by Rev. Frank E. Dunn, 
Springfield, Mass. Secretary-Treasurer 
Chief John O’Hearn read off the names 
of the deceased. after which a Marine 
bugler sounded taps. Benediction was 
said by Rev. John P. Fitzsimmons, Bel- 
mont, Mass., Association Chaplain. 

This year’s Conference saw an attend- 
ance by the entire Executive Committee 
of the International Association of Fire 
Chiefs, two of whom spoke on the busi- 
ness program Monday evening. They 
were President, George R. McAlpine, 
who discussed the activities of the In- 
ternational and Chief C. Gray Burnett, 
of Ottawa, I.A.F.C. vice-president and 
President of the Canadian Association 
of Fire Chiefs, who outlined fire pre- 





Photo Courtesy Andy Palmer 


vention developments in the Dominion. 
Other speakers on the evening session 
were W. J. Scott, Ontario Fire Marshal, 
who explained the Dominion’s Federal 
Fire Forums, and Robert F. Ulm, 
Massachusetts State Fire Marshal who 
told about the activities of his office. 


Worcester Disaster Discussed 


Tuesday morning’s business program 
was shifted to permit Lieutenant Fred 
Maloney, Worcester, Mass., Director of 
Civil Defense, to tell the overall story 
of the tornado which ripped through 
that state June 16th taking a toll of over 
100 lives and causing over $75 million of 
damage. Only forethoughtful pre-plan- 
ning and the immediate and efficient op- 
eration of the Worcester Fire Depart- 
ment, quickly followed by law and order 
and other C.D. forces, prevented a much 
worse catastrophe in that city, accord- 
ing to the Director, who lavished praise 
on the fire fighters. 

Speakers Raymond J. Kenney, direc- 
tor and State Forester, Massachusetts, 
whose subject was “Cold Facts on For- 
est Fires,’ and former Chief Samuel 
Pope of Boston, scheduled to discuss 
“Fire Chiefs and Civil Defense” both re- 
linquished time to Lieutenant Maloney. 
Their complete papers will be included 
in the Book of Proceedings, however. 

Allen J. Johnson, Consulting mechan- 
ical engineer of Lansdowne, Pa., deliv- 
ered a forceful address on the “Fire and 
Explosion Hazards of Gaseous Fuels.” 

“The Organization of Industrial Fire 
Protection at a Large Industrial Plant” 
was the subject of an interesting paper 
by H. A. Earsy, Fire Marshal, United 
Aircraft Corp., East Hartford, Conn. 

Tuesday afternoon was devoted to a 
round table discussion on “Things You 


New England fire chiefs debated such topics as manpower shortages, ambulance operation, 
mutual aid, civil defense, radio inspections and fire alarm systems, at Wentworth, June 24. 
Panel members were (left to right) Chiefs Francis Scully, Waterbury, Conn.; Lewis Marshall, 
Providence, R. |.; Horace S. Jose, South Portland, Me., and Fire Marshal William J, Scott, 
Toronto, Ont. Second row (left to right) are Chiefs Walter Messer, Keene, N. H.; John Keefe, 
Bellows Falls, Vt.; and Walter Murray, Weymouth, Mass. Chief Roi Woolley of Fire 
ENGINEERING is speaking as moderator. 















Ought to Know”’—continued from the 
1952 conference session on insurance and 
fire prevention. The moderator was Ken- 
neth H. Erskine of the Liverpool, Lon- 
don & Globe Ins. Co., Ltd., and the 
panel participants were Ina M. Curley, 
Massachusetts Department of Education: 
Fred W. Westervelt, General Adjust- 
ment Bureau; T. Walter Keany, Amer- 
ican Insurance Company, and Harold 
M. Esterbrook of the Aetna Insurance 
Company and Carl E. Hurst of Phoenix 
Insurance Company. Keen interest was 
shown by the unusually broad audience 
participation. 

The Panel brought into sharp focus 
the problem: of educating the young 
people on fire prevention, and the part 
fire departments can and do play in 
helping solve these problems. 


seek 
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Chief G. R. McAlpine, President, International 

Association of Fire Chiefs (right), samples his 

first “clam-lobster bake," at Wentworth, under 

tutelage of Chief Anthony J. Molloy, Presi- 

dent, New England Association of Fire Chiefs 

(left) and Host Chief Fred Crompton of 
Portsmouth, N. H. 


Another Panel led off Wednesday’s 
sessions, this having to do with “Fire 
Department Operations.” Its Moderator 
was Chief Roi B. Woolley, of Fire 
ENGINEERING and Technical Consultant of 
the Association. Panel members were: 
Chiefs Horace S. Jose, South Portland, 
Me.;: Walter R. Messer, Keene, N. H.; 
John E. Keefe, Bellows Falls, Vt.; Wal- 


ter R. Murray, Weymouth, Mass.; 
Lewis A. Marshall, Providence, R. L, 
Francis T. Scully, Waterbury, Conn., 


and Marshal W. J. Scott, Toronto, Ont., 
Canada. 

Spotlighting the session was the 
graphic story of the part played by the 
Worcester Fire Department in that city’s 
tornado crisis. It was told by Chief 
Herbert Travers as a companion mes- 
sage to that of Lieutenant Maloney. 
“Worcester never expected such an ex- 
perience, but we had trained for an 
atomic attack,” said Chief Travers, “and 
in the crisis, that training paid off.” 
Both he and Lieutenant Maloney 
stressed the vital importance of basing 
civil defense upon the established, or- 
ganized, and ever-ready municipal serv- 
ices, such as fire and police. 

Discussing the manpower situation in 
the fire service it was the nearly unani- 
mous opinion of delegates that ‘firemen 
should not be permitted to hold other 
positions, as it was felt they would be 
unable to perform their duties as fire- 
men properly. 

The question of whether the fire de- 
partment should operate the ambulance 
service drew considerable discussion. It 
was the prevailing conclusion that it 
woud be far better for municipalities to 
have ambulance service provided by fire 
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The official family of the New England Association of Fire Chiefs elected on the final day of 


the Wentworth Conference. 
President, Bristol, Conn.; 
Henri Fortier, Manville, R. | 


Front row (left to right): 
Chief Anthony J. Molloy, Nashua, N. H., 
President; Chief John E. Keefe, Bellows Falls, Vt., 
President; Chief John W. O'Hearn, Watertown, Mass., 


Chief George Graham, First Vice- 
retiring President; Chief 
Second Vice- 


Secretary-Treasurer. Second row (left 


to right) the State Vice-Presidents: Chief A. H. Koltonski, Rutland, Vt.; Chief Francis Degan, 


East Hartford, Conn.; 


Chief A. J. Cote, Woonsocket, R. 


; Chief Thomas Slaman, Wellesley, 


Mass.; Chief Oliver Sanborn, Portland, Maine, and Sty ‘Clerence Green, Concord, N. H. 
Rear row (left to right): Chief Roi Woolley, Fire ENGINEERING, Technical Consultant; Chief 


William J. Dooling, Watertown, Mass., 


Sergeant-at-Arms; The Reverend John P. Fitzsimmons, 


Belmont, Mass., Chaplain. 


departments instead of by private indi- 
viduals. 

The use of radio in promoting build- 
ing inspections was also reviewed. A 
delegate reported merchants in his town 
feared to have a fire truck parked in 
front of their stores because of the ad- 
verse effect on customers. This was dis- 
counted, however. Chief Marshall of 
Providence disclosed that radio inspec- 
tions might be slowed by parked cars in 
front of places to be inspected. It was 
generally agreed, however, that modern 
radio has speeded up inspections and 
reduced fire hazards. 

E. E. Miller, assistant chief engineer, 
Tennessee Gas Transmission Co., dis- 
coursed on the question of “Natural Gas 
Pipe Lines” setting at rest certain 
doubts on pipe line hazards that may 
have existed in the minds of fire fighters. 
He was followed by Percy Bugbee, gen- 
eral manager, National Fire Protection 
Association. Mr. Bugbee discussed the 
major new developments in fire protec- 
tion, urging the fire service to keep 
abreast of the rapid changes in the 
field of fire hazards. 

Wednesday afternoon was given over 
to demonstrations of fire fighting equip- 
ment and apparatus, and the drawing of 
exhibitors’ prizes. As usual, the Confer- 
ence had a sell-out of exhibit space. 

The Annual Banquet was held Wed- 
nesday evening, President Molloy pre- 
siding. Speakers were His Excellency 
Gov. Hugh Gregg of New Hampshire 
_ John B. Griffin, editor, the Boston 

ost. 

Prior to the banquet, popular Went- 
worth Proprietor James B. Smith, and 
his wife and son Jimmie (Honorary 
Junior Chief of the Association) were 
hosts at a cocktail party. 

Concluding sessions on Thursday saw 
a strongly worded resolution adopted 
which decried the effort of any munici- 
pality to substitute the telephone or 
other fire alarm measures for fire alarm 
signal boxes. It also endorsed and rec- 
ommended acceptance of the standards 
of the National Board of Fire Under- 
writers for municipal fire alarm systems. 

The meeting also approved adding 
the name of the New England Associa- 
tion of Fire Chiefs to those of other 
associations and organizations on the 
forthcoming I.A.F.C. mafiual of radio 
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operation, once the text is approved. 
Officers elected for the coming year 


were: Chief Henri Fortier, of Manville, 
R. I., president; Chief George C. 
Graham, Bristol, Conn., first vice-presi- 
dent; Chief John E. Keefe, Bellows 
Falls, second vice-president; Chief John 
W. O’Hearn, Watertown, Mass., secre- 


tary-treasurer (re-elected). The latter 
reported 28 new members taken in at 
the Conference, bringing the member- 
ship to an all-time high. 

Retiring President Chief Molloy was 
presented with a gold ex-president’s 
badge, and a check, the latter award be- 
ing made by Chief Henry Thomas of 
Hartford, Conn. 

Also re-elected were Chief William J. 
Dooling, of Hood Rubber Co., Water- 
town, Mass., sergeant-at-arms; Chief 
Roi B. Woolley of Fire ENGINEERING 
as Technical Consultant; Andrew P. 
Palmer of Woonsocket, R. I. as press 
representative; Lieut. Edward J. Carroll, 


of Brookline, Mass., official photog- 
rapher. Chaplains Rev. Michael F. Col- 
lins, Dorchester, Mass., and Rev. John 


P. Fitzsimmons of Belmont, Mass. 





State vice-presidents elected were 
Chiefs: Oliver T. Sanborn, Portland, 
Maine; Clarence Bucky Green, Concord, 
N. H.; Al Koltonski, Rutland, Vt.; 
Thomas Slaman, Wellesley, Mass.; A. J. 
Cote, Woonsocket, R. I.; and Francis 
Degan of E. Hartford, Conn. 

It was unanimously voted to return 
to the Wentworth in 1954, the date of 
the conference to be announced later. 
The entertainment and amusement pro- 
gram for the week abounded with events 
for the ladies, including games, bowling 
and golfing, boat riding, swimming and 
dancing. As is custom, the registrants 
were given an out-of-door clam-lobster- 
chicken bake. Mrs. Anthony J. Molloy 
headed the Ladies’ Committee. 





Los Angeles Completes 
New Film 

The Los Angeles, Calif., 
ment has completed its thirteenth fire 
personnel training film, according to 
Claude A. Conlin, Jr., Captain Photo & 
Publicity, Los Angeles Fire Depart- 
ment. 

The film is entitled “Breathing Appar- 
atus” and is intended to be the answer 
to the ancient and erroneous belief that 
“when it comes to heat, smoke and 
gases, real firemen can take it.” 

The 16 mm film, in black and white, 
runs 33 minutes. The operating princi- 
ples of hose masks, filter and absorp- 
tion, self-regenerating and demand type 
masks are shown and discussed in detail. 
The proper method of wearing and the 
safety precautions and maintenance are 
also covered. 

A list of the films produced by the 
Deprirtment and prices may be secured 
from Cinesound Company, 5968 Santa 
Monica Blvd., Hollywood 38, Calif. 


Chief's Own Home Burns 


Robert J. Alcock, Chief of the Throop, 
N. Y., Volunteer Fire Department, was 
at work when he learned there was a 
fire alarm in the village. He responded 
and was surprised and shocked to learn 
that his own house was involved. 

No members of the family were at 
home at the time of the fire, the cause 
of which was undetermined. The dwell- 
ing was destroyed. 


Fire Depart- 











Believe it or Not — This is a Modern Fire House 


Chief Arthur T. Dillon and officers and men of the Joliet, Ill, 
the local citizenry, are proud of this newest fire station No. 
The one story, brick and limestone ranch type design, conforms with 
Living quarters are ultra modern; 
Large apparatus floor has two timer-doors. 


southwest side of Joliet. 
residential neighborhood. 
furnished in tile. 


ikitchen 


decorations in pastel colors; 


another step in the department’s plan for better fire protection of the city. 
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CALIFORNIA STANDARDIZES 
FIRE HYDRANT THREADS 


Nationwide Adoption of State's 4” 
Hydrant Outlet Threads Recommended 


By Battalion Chief S. M. Franklin 
San Diego Fire Department 


Some months ago, the California State 
Fire Marshal’s Office, acting jointly 
with the Fire Services Division of the 
State Office of Civil Defense, began a 
movement to standardize 4-in. hydrant 
outlet threads throughout the state, pri- 
marily for more effective mutual aid fire 
protection. 

According to Fire Chief George E. 
Courser of the San Diego Fire Depart- 
ment, who has played no small part in 
promoting this development, the move 
represents fire protection progress in 
California that should be of interest to 
other fire forces of the nation. At Chief 
Courser’s request, Battalion Chief S. M. 
Franklin of his department has prepared 
the following report on this interesting 
development. Acknowledgement is made 
to Chief Courser, Chief Franklin and 
the members of the San Diego Fire De- 


partment who have cooperated in this 
enterprise. 


M unicipat. State and Govern- 
ment Civil Defense and Fire Officials, 
together with representatives of the Na- 
tional Board of Fire Underwriters, met 
with Fire Chief George E. Courser in 
San Diego, California, on May 11, 1953, 
to watch final tests and demonstrations 
of tools and equipment to be used in 
re-sizing 4 in. hydrant outlet threads 
throughout the State to California 
Standard thread specifications. 

This meeting successfully climaxed 
several months of intensive work on the 
standardization project, jointly spon- 
sored by the California State Fire Mar- 
shal’s Office and the Fire Services Divi- 
sion of the California State Office of 


Civil Defense. State Fire Marshal Joe 
Yockers and State Civil Defense Fire 
Service Chief Harold Bowhay stated re- 
sizing work would soon begin and would 
be rushed to an early completion 
throughout the State to effect more re- 
liable and efficient state-wide mutual aid 
fire protection. 

The California Standard 4 in. hydrant 
outlet and suction hose coupling thread 
specifications (see Print) were selected 
because they reduced change-over prob- 
lems, labor, and outlay to a minimum, 
Another advantage of the specifications 
lies in the fact it will not be difficult for 
fire apparatus and hydrant manufactur- 
ers to supply fittings conforming to 
them. 

Re-sizing taps and dies necessary for 
the project were made by a San Diego 
tool manufacturer. But additional 
ratchets, cutters and gauges, making it 
possible to standardize outlet threads 
without removing hydrants from service, 
were designed and constructed by per- 
sonnel in the San Diego Fire Depart- 
ment Machine Shops under supervision 
of Master Mechanic Robert Ely 

Approximately 3700 hydrants will be 
altered in San Diego and, with addi- 
tional sets of re-sizing equipment avail- 
able, the project will proceed simultan- 
eously throughout the rest of the State. 

Efforts are being made by representa- 
tives of the State Fire Marshal’s Office 
and the State Office of Civil Defense to 
obtain ‘national adoption of the Cali- 
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Left: Group photo of fire and civil defense officials attending tests and demonstration of 4-inch hydrant outlet re-sizing standardization equip- 





ment at San Diego. In foreground, left to right: Master Mechanic R. Ely; P. Beerman, Water System Superintendent; Fire Chief George E. 
Courser; State Fire Marshal Joe Yockers and State C. D. Fire Service Chief Harold Bowhay. Right: Taps, dies, expanders, cutters, mandrels, 
and gauges comprising one set of re-sizing equipment for cutting California Standard Thread on all four-inch hydrant outlets and four-inch 


fornia Standard 4 in. hydrant outlet and 
coupling thread. In view of present en- 
larged mutual aid plans, necessitated by 
possible atomic strikes on U. S. cities, 
such national standardization merits the 
consideration of all firemen, civil defense 
authorities, and fire protection agencies, 
asa practical forward step in mutual aid 
fire protection throughout the Nation. 


N. C. State Fire School a Success 


With Fire Chief Charles L. Burkett, 
of Salisbury, N. C., president of the 
North Carolina State Fire Chiefs Asso- 
ciation in charge, 400 firemen gathered 
in Charlotte on May 25th for the open- 
ing of the four-day North Carolina Fire 
College and Drill School. It was a rec- 
ord first day attendance for the School, 








which featured drills, lectures and 
demonstrations on all phases of fire 
control. 

Chief Miller Warren of Plymouth 


responded to welcome addresses by Fire 
Chief Donald Charles and Mayor Van 
Every of Charlotte. Chief C. W. Wy- 
rick of Greensboro, president of the 
Firemen’s Association, formally opened 
the course, which is organized on a 4- 
year basis. This year, trainees used for 


the first time a newly constructed 
smokehouse built on the _ training 
grounds. 

D. G. SPENCER 


No ‘Dry Run’ This 

Three hundred firemen from 25 Du- 
Page and Kane County, IIl., commu- 
nities, as well as visiting firemen from 
Cook County, staged a demonstration 
of fire fighting in West Chicago, on 
May 17, that was unique of its kind, to 
say the least. 

The fire fighters were scheduled to 
put out a set fire in an abandoned two- 
story frame factory building at Factory 
and Bowery sts., in the suburb of Chi- 
cago. But when the men and equip- 
ment rolled into town they were 
shunted to the North Western Railway 
roundhouse in the center of West 
Chicago. 

Fire Chief Arnold Berndt of that city 
said it was a wonderful demonstration. 
The 300 blaze beaters swarmed over' the 
huge circular building, carrying hose 
lines, shooting streams of water and 
even chopping holes in the 2-in. plank 
roof, which was blazing brightly. Many 
Visiting firemen, uncertain as to the 
exact location of their scheduled “wet 
run,” raced to the roundhouse, happy 
that a new twist had been injected into 
the scheduled proceedings. 


“This sure is a dandy,” a fireman 
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suction hose couplings throughout the State. 





from Batavia told Chief Berndt. “How 
did you ever happen to think of this?” 

Berndt told him several things, in- 
cluding the fact that he hadn’t thought 
of it, and to get back to work. It was 
no “dry run” this, but a real fire—in fact, 
a $200,000 blaze! It destroyed not only 
most of the round house but four steam 
locomotives, and damaged four diesels. 
A North Western locomotive engineer 
went in with firemen and drove the 
diesels out of the building, then took 
one locomotive and towed out the steam 
engines. 

The busy 300 firemen received a good 
workout under heavy smoke conditions 
created by the burning wooden roof and 
oily engines. 

A whistle had been prearranged sig- 
nal for lunch in the original demonstra- 
tion plans. When a fire chief blew a 
whistle for more hose, or something, 
half the fire fighters dropped their hose 
and tools and started off for lunch. 


They were summoned back in a Surry 
by Chief Berfdt. 

Another fireman, who had been in- 
structed to keep watch on a fire truck, 
was found playing the stream of his 
When 


hose to wash off the apparatus. 


told the fire was a real one, he did an 
about face and turned the stream on 
the fire. 

After the roundhouse workout, with 
the fire extinguished and the fire fighters 
having eaten lunch, the regular “wet 
run” was finally held. The men doused 
this, too, but it was generally agreed, 
nobody had their heart in it. 





June Fire Losses 


Fire losses in the United States dur- 
ing May amounted to $64,239,000, az 
increase of 3 per cent over losses of 
$62,354,000 reported for May, 1952, and 
a decrease of 4.6 per cent from losses 
of $67,362,000 for April, 1953, according 
to estimates announced by the National 
Board of Fire Underwriters. 

For the first five months of this year 
losses now total $364,437,000, an increase 
of 5.3 per cent over losses for the 
first five months of 1952, when they 
amounted to $346,068,000. 

These estimated insured losses accord- 
ing to the National Board include an 
allowance for uninsured and unreported 
losses. 








Firemen fighting $200,000 blaze in North Western Railway roundhouse in West Chicago. Three 
hundred visiting firemen from several counties had gathered for a demonstration of fire 
fighting and stayed to fight this real blaze. 
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Traveling Fire Prevention 
Billboard 


To sell the public on fire prevention 


you've got to tell them and keep on 
telling them That’s the motto Fire 
Chief George Schlotterbeck of the 


Hamilton, Ohio, Fire Department sub- 
scribes to. What’s more, he practices 
what he preaches 


It isn’t new for city buses and street 
cars to carry fire prevention signs and 
mottos, but it is new to convert the 
standard bus to a traveling billboard. 


That’s what the 


ment has 


Han l 


with the 


ton Fire Depart 


done, help of the 


Hamilton City Lines, Incorporated, a 
private corporation 

[The company agreed to paint the bus 
a fire department red free of charge 
The Hamilton Insurance \ssociation 
agreed to pay for the lettering on the 
vehicle, which is used alternately on all 
of the City bus routes, and in special 
school transportation 

Che small square signs (see picture) 


are metal inserts ab« 
" 


yut 30 inches square, 
and are changed month with a 
new fire prevention each time 
Che bus is provided with a box in which 
is carried fire prevention literature to 
which the passengers may help them- 
selves at will. On special occasions, a 
fireman in uniform rides the bus to pass 
out the printed matter and give a “sales 
talk to the passengers. 

This same idea, says Chief Schlotter- 
beck, can be used by other fire depart- 
ments regardless of size. It is inexpen- 
sive and requires only cooperation of the 
public and/or private bus lines which is 
usually forthcoming on request. 


Peabody Threatened by Hot 
General Alarm Blaze 


Only fast, determined and hazardous 
work by Peabody, Mass., fire fighters, 
aided by crews from Danvers and Salem, 
held a roaring fire in the 100-year-old 
Page Pottery Shop on Central St., Pea- 
body, from assuming conflagration pro- 
portions on the morning February 27, 
last 

The fire was first noticed in the 150 
foot long, unoccupied, two story frame 


once a 


slogan 





Page pottery fire, 





Bus of the Hamilton (Ohio) City Lines Inc. painted fire department red and bearing fire 


prevention slogans and signs, does a "'selling job" for the local fire department. 


Fire Chief 


George Schlotterbeck (left) was aided by Joseph Bowman, vice-president of the bus company, 
and the Hamilton Insurance Association in developing this enterprise. 





structure shortly after 8:00 A.M. The 
fre department received a_ telephone 
aiarm and a box alarm from box 5lo 
simultaneously. 

Engines 1, 3 and 4 and Ladder 1 (an 
aerial), under command of Deputy Chief 
Joseph Mulcahy, responded, to find the 
rear of the shop completely eneveloped 
in flames and high winds fanning sparks 
and embers to adjacent dwellings and 
shops, most of them of typical early 
New England combustible construction. 
Located close-by also were two schools. 
An essential trunk telephone cable 
stretched across the front of the pottery 
shop 

Quickly sizing up the situation, Dep- 
uty €hief Mulcahy ordered a general 
alarm sounded from Box 516, and placed 
the first alarm companies in advan- 
tageous locations in an effort to prevent 
extension to the exposures. In this effort 
fire ‘fighters were handicapped by the 
heat, high winds, and by the hundreds 
of high school students who swarmed 


to the fire scene from the schools, less 


Photo by L. F. Martin 


Peabody, Mass., shortly after arrival of fire department. 











than 100 yards distance and directly in 
the path of the flames. 

Police, augmented by reserves, were 
shortly able to clear the area, and fire- 
men, by then reinforced by Engines 5 
and 2 of Peabody, with Fire Chief 
Arthur Flynn, and Engine 1 of Danvers 
and Engine 2 of Salem (which covered- 
in at Peabody headquarters, with Engine 
7 of West Peabody) attacked the blaze 
from all sides. 

So intense was the heat from the fire 
that it ignited a building on one side and 
threatened to do the same to two three- 
story dwellings on the other side. At 
this critical period, the crew of Engine 
1, Peabody, managed to lay two lines 
between the exposed building and the 
blazing shop. These lines were nearly 
lost as the crew endeavored to stretch a 
third line. In this operation, Captain Ed- 
win T. O’Brine and Hosemen Wheeler 
and Hoctor advanced their line into the 
heated area under a protective covering 
of a water stream. None of these men 
suffered serious injuries, but all were 
scorched. Fire Chief Flynn sustained 
a painful burn under his left eye about 
this time, but refused treatment until the 
emergency had passed. Deputy Chief 
Mulcahy also suffered burns of both 
hands while advancing lines to the main 
body of fire. 

Peabody firemen placed heavy stream 
appliances in operation in front of the 
blazing building and operated hand lines 
on the side exposures and in the build- 
ings which were affected. Engine 1 of 
Danvers, on the west side of the build- 
ing, threw up a water curtain to prevent 
extension of the fire to nearby shops and 
a filling station. This crew operated 
under the direction of Chief Joseph E. 
Kelley and Captain Ronald F. Sturte- 
vant. It made the five-mile run from its 
headquarters with its 1000 GPM pumper 
in record time. 

Telephone service in the northern and 
western sections of Peabody was inter- 
rupted when fire burned out the tele- 
phone cables alongside the pottery shop 

Local fire fighters credit the addition 
of three new 750 G.P.M. pumpers, which 
providentially arrived before the fire, 
with helping control its spread, and the 
property damage, which was heavy. 

L. F. MARTIN. 
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Volunteers at work on Franklin Park fire. 


Note stream (faintly shown at top of picture) from 


line placed in tall tree at right. 


Poor Water Supply Handicaps 
Volunteers at Big Blaze 
Nearly 100, volunteer fire fighters 
from 11 fire companies, mobilized in an 
effort to save the three-story, 75 year- 
old frame Most Acres Lounge on Route 


27, in Franklin Park, N. J., from 
destruction early on the morning of 
May 21. 


Faced by handicaps of delayed alarm 
and lack of immediately available water, 
the firemen fought a strenuous but los- 
ing battle lasting five hours, at the end 
of which time the upper part and in- 
terior of the large were frame structure 
were consumed; the building being con- 
sidered a total loss. 

The fire was reported at about 2:15 
A.M. by a passing motorist, who notified 
the Franklin Park Company. Prior to 
that time, the proprietor of the establish- 
ment, and one employee discovered fire 
in the stairway at the rear of the build- 
ing while they were cleaning up in the 
bar. They said they made an attempt 
to put out the fire but failed because 
the intense heat drove them off; they 
then tried to telephone for help but the 
phone was out of order. 

Mrs. John Bowen, Franklin 
postmaster, who acts as a “relay” for 
the Franklin Park Company, sent out 
a general alarm and notified Lieutenant 
Russell Pfeiffer, of the Franklin Town- 
ship Police, who relayed the general 
alarm to companies in the lower end of 
the municipality. 


Eleven fire companies answered this 
call with 18 pieces of equipment. Two 
ambulances and a floodlight truck also 
were sent to the scene. Units respond- 
ing included: Franklin Park, Commun- 
ity, East Franklin, Middlebush, Mon- 
mouth Junction, Kingston, Rocky Hill, 
North Brunswick Engine Companies 
l and 2, Brunswick, Little Rocky Hill 
and Princeton Borough. Fire fighters 
also called in the New Brunswick street 
department’s water tank truck. 

The fire, which apparently started in 
a rear room on the second floor, was a 


Park 


Stubborn one to fight because of the 
wood shavings, straw and other flam- 
mable material packed into the outer 
walls as insulation, following the cus- 
tom of builders of that period of con- 
Struction. When the Franklin Park 
crews reached the scene at 2:17 A.M., 


the fire already had a good start, and 
It was impossible to attack it satisfactor- 
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ily with booster lines of either Franklin 


jose or the Kingston unit which was 
next to arrive. 

The problem of lack of water was 
solved two ways: almost a mile of hose 
was stretched from Ten Mile Run 
srook, the nearest available source to 
the fire ground; pumpers were hooked 
into the line as relay units. Firemen 
on the property were able to develop 
several good streams. The _ second 


method employed was to use the tank 
trucks which shuttled back and forth 
between the fire and Six Mile Run 





Brook. Firemen from North Brunswick 
Engine 1 placed a man and hose near 
the top of a 70-foot pine tree near the 
structure, improvising a sort of “rural 
water tower” to get a stream into the 
upper part of the burning building. 

An estimated 100,000 gallons of water 
were used in fighting the 5-hour fire. 
The damage was placed at $100,000. 

Note—Acknowledgement is made to Fire 
Chief Pelham Stuart, Franklin Park Fire 
Department, for the data upon which this 
account is based. 


Third Fatal Apparatus Accident 
in Baltimore 


Fire Lieut. Oscar N. Slitzer, of En 
gine Company 34, Baltimore Fire De- 
partment, was killed and eight other 


persons injured on April 18th when a 
department pumper and a Salvage Corps 
truck collided at Baltimore and Caroline 
streets. 

The two vehicles, en route to a small 
blaze in an abandoned house at Orleans 
and Eden streets crashed, throwing fire- 
men to the street. in what was the third 


such accident in 3% years. On Nov. 
9, 1949, four firemen were killed when 
two engines collided, and on June 4, 


1952, two firemen lost their lives when 
two emergency vehicles came together. 
The injured were all firemen, with the 
exception of a 73-year-old tailor, who 
was buried beneath the debris when the 
careening pumper crashed into his shop 
at the corner of Baltimore and Caroline 
streets. A policeman who witnessed the 
accident, and who called ambulances, 








When it pays to wear a helmet. 


Thomas J. Horn, of the Boston, Mass., 
the fire truck he was driving skidded and hit a pole. 


Fire Department, 


looks affectionately at his fire helmet after 


Horn’s head, helmet-protected, struck the wind- 


shield (note bulge), but he was not injured. 
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later collapsed while directing traffic at 
the scene. 

The Salvage Corps truck was west 
bound on Baltimore street and Engine 
34 was driving north on Caroline when 


they crashed. After the impact, the 
pumper hurtled across the intersection 
to run into the tailor shop. The Sal- 


vage Corps truck also went out of con- 


trol and rolled across the sidewalk on 
the west side of Caroline street. Fire- 
men who were thrown from the appa- 


ratus lay in the street in the rain; others 
wandered about dazed. 

A crowd quickly gathered as five 
ambulances arrived with two dozen 
policemen. 
quickly covered the injured until they 
could be moved. According to a police 
witness, Engine 34 slowed down at 


Baltimore street, ringing its bell as it 
approached the intersection. Other 
witnesses claimed both rigs had sirens 


sounding 


Florida Packing Plant Razed 


Packing plant fires can, and usually 
do, cause fire’ fighters plenty of trouble, 
as the fire service of Florida and Cali- 
fornia in particular can attest. 

The latest serious blaze in the first 
named state was the costliest fire in the 
history of Homestead, with loss esti 
mated at $250,000. 


The latter and bystanders, 


This fire involved a large packing 
plant operating at the height of the 
potato season processing. The plant 
was in four sections, two of which were 
of two-story height. The area involved 
consisted of approximately 25,000 square 
feet. Construction was mill type, 
covered with corrugated iron. The floors 
were spaced which furthered the rapid 
spread and intensity of the blaze, while 
the metal covering served to hold the 
heat inside and accelerate its spread by 
conduction. 

The fire was discovered at 2:15 A.M. 
on April 3, 1953, by a resident across 
the highway (U. S. 1) which ran parallel 
to the plant, and to the Florida East 
Coast railroad located the other side 
of the property. (see diagram herewith.) 

Difficulty in forcing entrance was 
encountered by the first arriving com- 
pany, making it impossible for the crew 
to reach the seat of the fire in time to 
employ water fog and wet water. Fire 
Chief Elmer Sullivan quickly realized 
the problem facing him and ordered 
out the remaining pumpers, one 500 
GPM and one 750 GPM. At the same 
time he invoked operation of the mutual 
aid system in the area, which brought 
a 500 GPM unit from Florida City, two 
miles south of Homestead, and two 
Dade County Fire Patrol pumpers, 
equipped with 700 gallon tanks. 

Fortunately there was no wind to 
intensify the exposure hazard, which was 





View of Homestead, Fla., packing plant fire, showing flimsy nature of construction. 
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serious, including frame dwellings tp 
the east, additional packing plants to the 
north, and many railroad box cars on 
the siding along the western side of the 
plant. Three of these box cars were de. 
stroyed and a fourth damaged. More 
would have been involved but for quick 
action of the Dade County patrol, which 
put one of their trucks to pulling the 
box cars out of danger. A switch engine 
was later sent up from Miami, 30 miles 
to the north, to help remove remaining 
cars. 

The various pumpers were placed to 
afford the greatest protection to ex- 
posures and to confine the fire, when it 
became obvious that there was no hope 
of extinguishing the blaze. A total of 
five 2%4-in. lines were in operation for 
four hours before the fire was under 
control. Overhauling lasted until noon, 
and units of the department made sey- 
eral return trips to the ruins to wet 
down the debris. 

Just what caused the fire has not been 
determined. Included in the loss were 
12,000 boxes of potatoes, $30,000 worth 
of paper and burlap bags and high value 
machinery. 


The editors acknowledge the assistance 
of R. A. Young of Homestead, Fla., for 
material upon which this report is based. 





Delayed Notification— 
Total Loss! 


During the early morning hours of 
March 7, last, fire destroyed the Jack- 
rabbit Tavern at Van Buren Ave. and 
Mockingbird Canyon road, one mile 
south of Riverside, Calif. The cafe, built 
before 1900, had long been a local land- 
mark, 

A thirty-minute delay in reporting the 
fire resulted in a total loss of the frame, 
two-story structure. Five State Forestry 
pumpers, under the direction of Asst. 
State Ranger Ray Banks, prevented the 
fire from spreading to adjacent struc- 
tures. 

A cigarette, left in one of the uphol- 
stered booths, is believed to have caused 
the fire, which was discovered by a pass- 
ing motorist shortly after 3:00 A.M. 
Nevertheless, the report did not reach 
the fire department until 3:34 A.M, The 
Tavern closed at 2:00 A.M. Loss to 
building and contents was estimated at 
$15,000. 

Here is the chronological record of re- 
sponse: 

03:34 Report of fire received from Riv- 
erside FD by West Riverside 
State Fire Sta. 

03:35 Unit 6141 (500 GPM) dispatched 
from Cajalco Sta. 

03:36 Unit 6128 (500 GPM) dispatched 
from LaSierra Sta. 

03:39 Unit 6131, Asst. Ranger Banks 
dispatched from West Riverside 
Sta. 
03:49 Call for additional units from 6131 
03:50 Unit 6135 (250 GPM) dispatched 
from West Riverside Sta. 
03:53 Unit 6123 (500 GPM) dispatched 
from Sunnymead Sta. : 

03:35 Unit 6129 (250 GPM) and Unit 
6106, Assoc. Ranger Sherman dis- 
patched from County Headquart- 
ters at Perris 

05:00 955 (Under control) 

08:00 Units 6131, 6125, 6123, 6128, 6129 
returned to stations 

09:30 Unit 6141 returned to station. Fire 


out. 
Thanks, J. L. Jounson 
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Mayon Roy ‘Hofheinz presents a complete fire fighting outfit at the Fireman of the Year 
ceremony honoring Houston's outstanding fireman; A. G. Wooten was the winner. 


Houston Inaugurates JCC 
"Fireman of Year Award’ 


About a year ago Joe W. Ferguson, 
fire prevention committee chairman of 
the Houston, Tex., Junior Chamber of 
Commerce, proposed that his group 
sponsor some sort of project that would 
point up the achievements of members 
of the fire department—‘“the unsung 
smoke eaters who risk life and limb with 
little thought or chance of glory.” 

The outcome was the “Fireman of the 
Year Award,” a plaque to be given to 
the fireman who, during the year, is out- 
standing either ’in fire prevention activi- 
ties or who has performed deeds which 
normally would be considered over and 
above the call of duty in fire fighting. 

The idea was put before the public in 
a ceremony at the City Music Hall, Feb. 
2, 1953, at which time Mayor Roy Hof- 
heinz of Houston, on behalf of the 
Jaycees, presented the first award to 
A. G. Wooten, a new member of the fire 
department, having served only two 
years, but well qualified for the honor. 
The ceremonies were given wide pub- 
licity by newspapers and radio broad- 
cast stations. 

Fireman Wooten received the award 
for an act of bravery in November, 1952, 
when he entered a burning home to res- 
cue a boy, aged 7, and his unconscious 
mother from the second story of a 
burning house. The panel of judges, 
who select the man to be honored, from 
among the nominees, do so by number 
and do not know until later the iden- 
tity of their choice. The namie of the 
winner is kept secret up until the mo- 
ment the Mayor announces him on the 
night of the award. 

Selection of the one to be honored 
requires many hours of work by the 
committee; forms are drawn up; suit- 
able merchandise gifts for the award 
winner are secured; meetings are held 
with fire department officials, and the 
judges, who are all leading citizens, have 
their work cut out for them. 

Thus far, the Jaycees, and the fire de- 
partment, have found this “Fireman of 
the Year” to be a good-will builder. They 
are looking forward to an even bigger 
and better award program. 
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Crew Rescued from Helicopter 
Wreck 


Two Navy fliers escaped without in- 
jury on Feb. 20 at Westport, Conn., 
when a Navy helicopter crash-landed 
and burned in a cluster of trees on 
Over Rock Lane. Lieut. John H. Brad- 
ford, Jr., of Jackson, Miss., the pilot, 
and Charles Hayes, aviation machinist 
mate, emerged’from the wreckage sec- 
onds before flames enveloped the craft 
valued at $125,000. Westport firefighters 
battled the blaze for more than an hour 
before bringing it under control. 

The S-55 Sikorsky-built helicopter 
had taken off from the Sikorsky heli- 
port in Bridgeport in company with 


Westport, Conn., firemen pour water on flames which destroyed a U. S. Navy S-55 Sikorsky-built 


seven other Navy helicopters some 15 
minutes before the crash. The craft was 
destined for the Naval Air Base in San 
Diego, Calif. A night stopover was 
scheduled for Washington, D. C. 

State Police commended Fireman Jo- 
seph Valiente of the Westport Fire De- 
partment for fast thinking and alertness 
at the scene. Fireman Valiente is re- 
ported to have removed the cap from 
the fuel tank of the burning plane, avert- 
ing a possible explosion. 

Firemen were hampered by gasoline 
from the helicopter’s fuel tank which 
ignited at repeated intervals. At one 
point, the burning gasoline spread to a 
cluster of shrubs some 20 feet from the 
copter. 

Tom MAGNER, 





Stricken in Plane, Man Revived 


A 52-year-old Anchorage, Alaska, citi- 
zen, who collapsed and was given up 
for dead while on a plane 30 minutes 
out of Anchorage, was revived by mem- 
bers of the city’s fire rescue team. 

Fire Chief George Burns, who 
boarded the plane when it returned hur- 
riedly to Anchorage’s International Air- 
port, said the victim wes lying in the 
aisle and had no pulse. Artificial respir- 
ation was at once begun and the patient 
responded. He was quickly transferred 
to the rescue truck and rushed to the 
hospital, respiration being continued en 
route. About 15 minutes after arrival 
at the hospital, the patient sat up, talked 
and appeared to be in good health, never- 
theless he was detained at the hospital. 

According to the airline hostess, the 
man collapsed in flight. The crew 
thought he had suffered a heart attack. 
Artificial respiration was administered 
by members of the crew en route but 
by the time the plane landed at Inter- 
national they had given up hope. Fire- 
men, summoned by radio, were a wel- 
come sight to the crew. 





helicopter after it crash-landed in woods off Over Rock Lane, Westport, on February 20. The 
pilot and his crewman escaped from the craft seconds before it was engulfed by flames. 
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Collective Trio Provides Strong 
Plant Protection 


The Marshfield, Wis., Fire Depart- 
ment, plus the Roddis Fire Brigade of 
Roddis Plywood Corporation, plus auto- 
matic sprinklers, are a combination “de- 
voutly to be desired,” to quote George 
Corneveaux in charge of the vast wood 

working plant’s fire safety. 

The triumvirate proved its worth on 
June 15, 1950, when fire broke out in 
the basement repair shop of the sprawl- 
ing, three-story frame structure soon 
after 4:00 A.M. 

A fire alarm sounded at 4:44 A.M. for 
the blaze, which must have burned un- 
detected for half an hour, according to 
Corneveaux. It “kicked off” 32 sprinkler 
heads which successfully knocked down 
the blaze, which was working its way 
into the core mill above the shop. Loss 
to the multi-million plant was held to 
$10,000. Credit for the stop and ex- 
tinguishment was also divided between 
the Marshfield Fire Department, and the 
plant Fire Brigade, both of which swung 
into action. 

Several disastrous fires had marred 
the long history of the corporation since 
it settled in Marshfield in 1891. The 
turning point of safety came in 1948 
when the local volunteer fire department 
was replaced by a full paid organization 
and the Roddis Fire Brigade was 
formed. The latter worked and trained 
with the then municipal fire fighters un- 
der Fire Chief Rod Porter who was later 
succeeded by Chief Richard Houren. 








Merrymakers were gaily dancing at a 
killed and sixty injured 


to her deatt Right 
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“San Antonio Fiesta 
Panic gripped the dancers and there was a wild stampede 
Most of the dead were women, 
Left: Firemen watch a woman dangling momentarily after she had leaped from the window above. 
Firemen found this mass of humanity 


George Corneveaux, the plant insur- 
ance manager, reports to date approxi- 
mately $75,000 has been spent on fire 
safety to protect the property that 
would cost $4 million to repiace, not to 
speak of the payroll so important to the 
city of Marshfield. 

Corneveau believes the plant Brigade 
is the only one in its area. It has a day 
and night shift, with a dozen men in 
each. It is augmented by maintenance 
men, watchmen and other skilled per- 
sonnel, all trained in fire protection. 
Each shift gets two hours training 
weekly. The Brigade ranks are kept 
filled by men chosen for their skills, their 
availability, and place of residence, off- 
shift men must live close enough to the 
plant to respond to fire alarms promptly. 

It usually takes the city department 1 
minute and 40 seconds to reach the 
plant on alarms, Corneveaux reports, 
and upon arrival the professional fire 
fighters take charge. 

The plant Brigade has a 500 GPM 
pumper, with 1500 ft. of 2% in. hose, 
ladders, masks and other equipment. It 
is housed in a two-stall, concrete fire sta- 
tion. The sprinkler system is connected 
to the auto-call system. An alarm in 
the mill automatically alerts the city 
department. Sprinklers are supplied by 
an independent 47,000-gallon elevated 
tank and there is a new 165,000-gallon 
reservoir and concrete pump house with 
1000 GPM pump, located a safe dis- 
tance from a possible blaze, to keep the 
plant’s water system at effective pres- 
sure 


The plant brigade is available to aid 
the city fire fighters in an emergency; 
in fact, it has already seen action in this 
respect. 





Washington Permits Blue Lights 


The State Commission on Equipment 
of Washington in its Regulation 310, 
has ruled that firemen, when approved 
by the chief of their respective services, 
shall be authorized to use one blue lamp 
on the front of their private cars when 
on emergency duty only. Neither this 
ruling nor Senate Bill No. 99, which 
was the measure enacted by the State, 
makes any distinction between use by 
volunteer and paid fireman. 

Restrictions imposed call for visibility 
of the lamp at a distance of 200 feet 
under normal atmospheric conditions, 
and the lamp and mounting must meet 
the approval of the commission on 
equipment. The maximum light pro- 
jected in any one direction, the regu- 
lations state, shall not exceed 300 candle 
power. Vertical mounting of the lamp 
shall be not less than 24 inches above 
the level surface upon which the vehicle 
stands, or may be placed on the forward 
portion of the top above the wind- 
shield. The lateral mounting of the 
lamp shall be anywhere from the center 
of the vehicle to the left side thereof. 

No blue lamp may be used that has 
not first been approved by the com- 
mission on equipment, and a certificate 
of approval issued to the manufacturer 
of such lamp. 





Panic — the Killer 
Brazil, on June 18, 


” 


in Sao Paulo, 
who were crushed todeath or suffocated 


-some injured, 


down the single, narrow stairway from the dance hall to the street. 





1953, when fire broke out in an adjacent building. 
‘ Fifty-six persons were 
when the bodies piled up in the narrow stairway. 


Just after the picture was taken, the woman dropped 
some dead—at a landing on the stairway. 
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Thorold Fire Department drill team. 


Thorold Celebrates Centennial 

The week of August 11-15 has been 
designated by the Thorold, Ontario, 
Fire Department to celebrate its 100th 
year of service to the Niagara District. 

The five-day event will feature a 
gigantic carnival and a monster parade 
on the final day will include marching 
units from all parts of Ontario, New 
York State and Pennsylvania. 

This year as in the past, children 
from the local Children’s Aid Society 
home will be the special guests of the 
firemen. These youngsters are given 
the place of honor from which to watch 
a parade consisting of children only 
with their decorated bicycles, doll 
buggies and so on. 

Children’s work plays a big part in 
the existence of the Thorold Volunteers 
and special promotional activities are 
aimed at the youngsters throughout the 
year. During the winter months, the 
Protection Hose Company sponsors a 
hockey team in the Midget National 
Hockey League. The average age of 
the youngsters in this league is 12 
years. The firemen’s team has captured 
the championship two years in a row, 
each of the years the league has been 
in operation. To further honor the 
youngsters, the firemen provide an eve- 
ning of entertainment with plenty of 
food, and each player is awarded a suit- 
ably engraved trophy. 

The fire fighters are well known for 
their ability to extinguish fires but per- 
haps the attribute that has brought 
them international acclaim is the pre- 
cision drill team of the department. 

This drill team, which sports black 
and white uniforms topped with silver 
helmets, was formed shortly after the 
turn of the century. Since its inception 
the team has won all manner and kinds 
of trophies, which require a large dis- 
play case in the fire hall to house them. 
The team visits centers in Ontario, and 
in New York, Michigan, Pennsylvania 
and other states, and their intricate 
movements and fancy dress never fails 
to arouse interest in them and to raise 
the inquiry, “where are they from.” 


Mecklenburg County, N. C., 
Organizes 

Expansion of fire fighting facilities in 
areas outside of Mecklenburg County 
near Charlotte, featured a discussion in 
May, between commission trustees of 
the County, Fire Chief Donald Charles 
of the Charlotte Fire Department, and 
Chairman S. Y. McAden of the County 
Commissioners. 

The group is to study the whole 
volunteer fire program and make recom- 
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mendations. Hugo Heidenrich, who is 
volunteer fire commissioner, told the 
commissioners there are now 13 volun- 
teer departments active in Mecklenburg 
County and that a full-time marshal 
should be employed to direct them. He 
said that the Mint Hill Volunteer Fire 
Department had passed its tests for ad- 
mission to the County organization. The 
commissioners subsidize these VFD 
groups by paying them $100 a month, 
and Mint Hill was placed on the list in 
May to get this aid. 

Mr. Heidenreich proposed installing 
hydrants in thickly populated parts of 
the County. Many sections reportedly 
already have water mains. The property 
developers could install the hydrants 
and tack the costs onto the price of the 
lots and houses according to Mr. Heid- 
enreich. The City Government could 
increase the water fees in these areas to 
pay for the water used on fires there, 
and the County could pay for servicing 
the hydrants. 

The discussion developed the fact that 
the departments are doing good work 
but are constantly handicapped by lack 
of water to fight serious fires. 

D. G. SPENCER. 





Kentucky Fire School a Success 


A total of 726 firemen, representing 
156 cities, 69 industrial plants and some 
40 other organizations, registered for 
the 25th Annual Kentucky Fire School 
held June 9, 10, 11 at the U. of K., Lex- 
ington, Ky. Attendance at the three- 
day School represented a 41 per cent 
increase over 1952 enrollment. 





Highlighting the sessions were full- 
scale tests of indirect application of 
water-fog by. the Lexington Fire 
Department, directed by Emmett Tr. 
Cox of Chicago. A_ special panel of 
prominent speakers were included in 
the curriculum. 

The School is sponsored by the 
University of Kentucky; State Fire 
Marshal; Kentucky Firemen’s Associa- 
tion: Kentucky Municipal League; Lex- 
ington Fire Department; Division of 
Vocational Education; Kentucky Indus- 
trial Fire Protection Council, and the 
Kentucky Inspection Bureau. 





Westchester Plan Holds 25th 
Annual Dinner 


The Fire Chiefs Emergency Plan of 
Westchester County, N. Y., celebrated 
25 years of service to its County May 
20th at its Annual Meeting and Dinner 
held at Lawrence Inn, Vilage of Mam- 
aroneck, N. Y. Over 400 members and 
guests were in attendance. 

The occasion marked the 12th year of 
the operation of the Plan’s County Fire 
Control Center, said to be the first of 
the county mutual aid communications 
centers. Membership in the Plan now 
exceeds 750 fire officers, mayors and fire 
commissioners. 

Fire Chief Edward J. MacDonald of 
White Plains was installed as the newly 
elected president. The outgoing presi- 
dent is Chief Joseph Carroll of Mont- 
rose. Vice presidents are: Chief Wil- 
liam Lemon, Village of Mamaroneck, 
Chief Edward Genung of Katonah, and 
Chief Harold Thomsen, Town of Mam- 
aroneck. Reelected to serve another 
term were: Chief Arden Smith of Port 
Chester, treasurer; Captain Howard 
Geer, Rye, financial secretary and Cap- 
tain Arthur Miles of Pleasantville, 
recording secretary, and Chief Cornelius 
Falch of Rye, sergeant-at-arms. The 
Board of Directors consists of Chiefs 
Charles Jahne, Pleasantville; William 
Garvin, Yonkers; Edward Gall, Mount 
Vernon and Roi Woolley, Larchmont 
(one year) and John Lettis, Croton-on- 
Hudson, Angelo Straface, Harrison; Mel- 
vin Bohlig, Ossining; William Roten- 
berger, Mt. Kisco and Joseph Carroll, 
Montrose (two years). 

The out-going president, Chief Car- 
roll, was presented with a diamond ring. 
The latter paid tribute to the work of 
the organization, and to County Coor- 
dinator, Chief Roi Woolley. 





Fire Chief Edward J. MacDonald of White Plains, N. Y., takes over the gavel from retiring 

President Joseph Carroll at the Plan's 25th Annual Dinner in Mamaroneck. Present also (left 

to right) were Chief Edwin Genung, Katonah, Second Vice President; Mayor Edwin Dooley, 

Village of Mamaroneck; Chief MacDonald; Chief Carroll of Montrose, N. Y.; Thomas W. Ryan, 

Director, Division of Safety, New York State; and Chief William Lemon, Mamaroneck, 
First Vice President. 


573 














































TO SPEED MASK WORK 


Milwaukee Sewerage 
System Maintenance Superintendent 
Hans Wenzel adopted from the hire 
service. We swipe it right back! 


Here’s an idea 


Taking his cue from the way firemen 
hop into their boots, Supt. Wenzel 
rigged a special cabinet for his plant 
oxygen and air masks. He installed 


this equipment at just the right height 
to enable a worker to slip into the har- 
ness and be off without having to open 
up containers, swing the equipment from 
the floor, and struggle into it. All the 
man has to do is to open the latch to 
the mask cabinet, whereupon the cabinet 
top, bottom and sides fly open, leaving 
the harness and tank container quickly 
available to the wearer, who backs into 
it much like the old “fire hoss” slid into 
his hanging harness. 
* . * 


FIREMEN DEVISE "TAXPAYER" 
NOZZLE 


FirE ENGINEERING 
published an article “Concealed Spaces 
Present Major Problems in Fire Attack,” 
which was very well received by the 
fire service. Among those who reacted 
to this message was Fireman First 
Grade C. William Welden, Ladder 45, 
of the New York Fire Department. 
As a fire fighter in busy Manhattan 
districts he has encountered many ot 
the situations discussed in the story on 
concealed spaces and it developed that, 
like many of his associates, he has 
given a lot of thought on how to over- 
come the problems posed by hidden, 
hard-to-reach fires. In the case of Fire- 


Last November 


man Welden, he really did something 
about it 
Welden, with the aid of several col- 


leagues some time ago, developed what 
might be termed a “forcible entry dis- 
tributor,” or as some call it, a “Tax 
payer Nozzle” (it being particularly 
appropriate for application in these com- 
mon and vexatious fires). 

Basically, the device consists of a 
short pipe, with pointed perforated end 





“Taxpayer 


nozzle showing 2!/2-inch hose and 1!/5-inch hose into the device. 
is approximately 50 gallons per minute at 50 pounds pressure. 


(much on the order of the aircrash 
“bayonet nozzle”), which is fastened at 
right angles to a short length of solid 
rubber hose (1%-in.). The hose in turn 
may be coupled to a regulation threaded 
1%-in. control nozzle such as is used 
by the N. Y. F. D. The union or “T” 





“Taxpayer” nozzle with hose attached. 
to which the extension pipe and per- 
forated tip, and the short length of flex- 
ible hose on a swivel are fastened, has 
a capped end which, when-~struck with 
an axe or sledge serves to drive the 
pointed end of the pipe through a parti- 
tion or ceiling or other obstacle so that 
the spray from the nozzle may reach 
the flames 

All details of construction are stand- 
ard pipe and fittings except the per- 
forated point and the female 1%-in. 
swivel coupling. The device, which is 
shown in the accompanying figures, is, 
about the size of a short plaster hook,’ 


The discharge 








or pike pole. It weighs slightly more 
than twice as much as a 6 ft. hook, giv- 
ing it good penetrating power in operat. 
ing against tin ceilings. 

it is explained that this device is not 
now carried by New York or other Fire 
Departments, nor has it been built for 
commercial distribution. We're happy 
to show it, however, with Fireman 
Welden’s permission, as evidence that 
fire fighters are not permitting the prob- 
lem of fighting fires in concealed spaces 
to get by unchallenged. 


* * * 


THE MARSHAL'S BATON 


“Every soldier carries a marshal’s 
baton in his knapsack,” said Napoleon. 
Which, translated into fire language 
means, every fireman carries the trum- 
pets of a chief in his turnout. 

The point of this axiom is that no 
army and no fire department is better 
than the individual soldier or fireman. 
Which leads us to reprint a bit of good 
advice disseminated to all members by 
the Minneapolis Fire Department. It 
goes like this: 

“A fire department may spread itself 
over the whole world .. . may employ 
one hundred thousand men .. . yet the 
average person will form his judgment 
of the F.D. through his contacts with 
one individual. If this person is rude or 
inefficient, it will require a lot of cour- 
tesy and efficiency to overcome the bad 
impression. 

‘Every member of an organization 
who, in any capacity, comes in contact 
with the public, is a salesman ... the 
impression he makes is an advertise- 
ment, (for that department) good or 


bad.” 
* * * 


PERMANENT AISLE MARKERS 


One big Ohio manufacturing plant has 
replaced all stripes which it formerly 
painted on floors to indicate aisles that 
must be kept free; instead it has in- 
stalled round plastic disc markers in the 
floor, about every foot apart. Not only 
does this help keep aisles clear, but it 
conserves cost over the painted marker 
method. 

The fire department in this particular 
city knows where all aisles are, and 
how to most quickly get from one sec- 
tion of the plant to another. First-due 
units regularly inspect the factory, and 
the department has “pre-planned” every 
kind of fire emergency that it might 
have to face in this particular installa- 


tion. ANONYMOUS. 
* +. * 


IMPROVISED STUMP BURNER 


Here’s one you might want to pass 
along to those farmers who are inclined 
to carelessness in the burning of stumps 
—with the result that you get ‘extra 
duty’. 

An oil drum with both ends removed 
can be used to burn dead tree stumps, 
we are informed by Popular Mechanics 
(April, 1953). Just place the drum over 
the stump, fill it with dry grass, wood 
shavings and similar combustibles, and 
ignite.- Feed more fuel into the drum 
from time to time. In 48 hours, we're 
told, the stump should be sufficiently 
burned to allow easy removal with an 
axe and spade. 

If the drum rests too flat on the 
ground to allow sufficient draft for the 
fire, holes may be cut in the sides near 
the bottom. 


FIRE ENGINEERING 

















An 
been 
Truck 
the U 
Docks 

This 
by the 
is eqt 
pump, 
ing fc 
200 H 
x 20 t 





Thi 
const 
large! 
Speec 
its ar 
30 de 






not 
ire 
tor 

Py 

lan 
lat 
»b- 
ces 


las 
rly 
lat 


ry 
rht 


SS 
ed 
ps 
ra 


ed 
Ss, 
ics 

















| News of the Manufacturers 











Ward LaFrance Produces New 
Navy Base Truck 


A new Advanced Base fire truck has 
been developed by Ward LaFrance 
Truck Corporation, Elmira, N. Y., for 
the U. S. Navy’s Buerau of Yards and 
Docks. 

This experimental unit is being tested 
by the Navy for special requirements; it 
is equipped with a 500 GPM bronze 
pump, plus stainless steel tanks and pip- 
ing for salt water operation. It has a 


200 H.P. engine, 4-wheel drive and 14.00 
x 20 tires for floatation. 


mony at the Starlight Roof of the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria in the presence of many 
editors, publishers and safety experts. 
Federai Civil Defense Director Val 
Peterson was the principal speaker of 
the evening. 





Captain G. O'Gorman Quin Honored 


Capt. G. O’Gorman Quin, K.M., F. 
Inst. Ex. E., A.F.LC.A., Managing Di- 
rector of Messers O’Gorman Quin & 
Co. Ltd., fire protection engineers of 
Dublin, Ireland, has been awarded Li- 
centiate Membership in the Institute of 
Fire Engineers. This degree is given 
only to fire engineers of at least 45 
years of age who for exceptional reasons 
are considered suitable for election. 








New U. S. Navy Advanced Base Fire Truck. 


The truck features all-welded frame 
construction and is designed so that 
larger engine and pump can be installed. 
Speed of the new unit is 55 M.P.H., while 
its angle of approach and departure -is 
30 deg. 


Manufacturers Appoint Executive 
Secretary 


At a recent meeting of the Board of 
Directors of the Motor Fire Apparatus 
Manufacturers Association, Edward L. 
Koepenick, Bowen Building, 821 15th 
Street, N. W., Washington, D. C., was 
appointed Executive Secretary. 


New Pyrene Wins L. & C. Grand Prize 


For the first time in the eight-year 
history of the Home Safety Awards, 
sponsored by Lewis & Conger, of New 
York City, the judges have honored a 
fire extinguisher, the new 1-pint, push- 
button Pyrene, made by Pyrene Manu- 
eens, Sener, 560 Belmont Ave., 
Newark 8, N. J 

The new Pyrene model combines fea- 
tures of handy size (9 in. by 2% in. 
diam.); operation; effectiveness in put- 
ting out common minor fires; refillabil- 
ity, attractive appearance, and low price. 
A finger tip pressure on the top button, 
releases a steady stream of carbon tetra- 
chloride with a range reported to be 25 
ft. Releasing the push button stops the 
stream. The weight is only 2% Ibs. and 
the unit is attractively designed and 
made of stainless steel and maroon plas- 
tic (with bracket). It may be easily and 
quickly refilled. 

The coveted Lewis & Conger award 
Was accepted by Pyrene’s President 
Baker on April 22nd in a special cere- 
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Akron Brass Introduces New 
Industrial Fog Nozzle 


The Akron’ Brass Mfg. Co., Wooster, 
Ohio, has developed a new low-cost fog 
nozzle designed especially for aiding 
plant personnel and fire departments in 
fighting industrial fires. Recommended 
for use with all industrial hose and hose 
racks, the nozzle opens from a shut-off 
position immediately to 160 deg. full fog 
position. 

The wide water curtain pattern has a 
smothering, cooling and extinguishing 
action as well as providing protection 
for the user. It also helps prevent flash- 
back and disperses poisonous fumes, 
gases and smoke. 





The new nozzle has the advantage ot 
a double shut-off, it being possible to cut 
off the water stream by turning the noz- 
zle either to right or left. The product 
also possesses other features of Akron 
Brass’s Akr-O-Mist Vapor Nozzle. The 
nozzle is made for 1% in. hose. 


New Lightweight Forestry Hose 


Developed especially for fighting forest, 
brush and grass fires, the Ranger Light- 
weight Forestry hose is now in produc- 
tion by The American Rubber Manufac- 
turing Co., of Oakland, California. 

Utilizing a jacket woven-of cotton and 
synthetic fibres, combined with a lami- 
nated rubber lining, the new hose offers 
50% less bulk, 40% less weight and 67% 
greater strength than ordinary forestry 
hose. 

The snag-proof cotton-synthetic jacket 
remains flexible wet or dry, does not 
swell under pressure to loosen couplings, 
and will not mildew or rot. “Arcolized” 
treated jacket is bright yellow. The hose 
is flat-cured, which makes coiling and 
storing easy. The smooth rubber lining 
reduces friction and turbulence, improv- 
ing flow and pressure at the nozzle. 

Ranger Lightweight Forestry hose is 
suppkied in 100-ft. lengths. It is available 
in 1” and 1%” diameters, for working 
pressures to 300 lbs. Bursting strength is 
1,000 Ibs 





Onan "Electric Power for Fire 


Fighting" 

D. W. Onan & Sons Inc., Minneapolis, 
Minn., has issued a new 4-page brochure 
describing Onan Electric Plants de- 
signed for fire department use. The 
folder, in two-colors, size 8% in. by 11 
in., lists special air-cooled electric plant 
models in both portable and standby 
types including the portables in sizes 
ranging from 750 watts both A.C. and 
D.C. to 3500 watts A.C. and 5,000 D.C. 
Essential special equipment for fire rigs, 
such as quick-release devices, canvas 
covers and extension cords are described. 
Optional standby accessories such as 


Automatic line transfer controls, time 
delay relays, gas-gasoline carburetors 
and underground fuel tanks are also 
listed. 


The folder is available upon request. 
Address the above, for fire department 
folder, Form A134-D. 


(Continued on page 600) 





New Akron Brass industrial fog nozzle. 





















Intelligent Dog 


What is said to be the best dog story 
of the year is told by Harry Miller, 
executive secretary of the Gaines Dog 
Research Center, New York. It is a true 
tale, he and very real 

Around the -fireplace in a Connecticut 
home one cold Sunday afternoon, a 
group of friends were visiting. Near by 
a handsome Doberman Pinscher was 
stretched out, apparently asleep. The 
conversation soon turned to intelligence 
in dogs, and one of the guests recounted 
the experience of a friend who found it 
necessary to place a special lock on his 
refrigerator after his German Shepherd 
discovered that by prying his nose under 
the handle, he could open the door and 
help himself. The guest told the story 
with enthusiasm, gesticulating with his 
hands to show how the dog effected the 
opening 

At this point the host interrupted to 
say. laughingly, “Better look out, little 
Pinschers have big ears,” for the Dober- 
man was all alive with head raised and 
ears perched. Everyone laughed, and 
the incident was quite forgotten. 

The next morning this guest had a 
call from the host, who blurted, “Why 
didn’t you keep your big mouth shut? 
The Pinscher opened the refrigerator 
and got away with an entire leg of 
lamb.” 


SsaVs, 


A man, upon leaving church, greeted 
the minister thusly—“Parson, that was 
a damn good sermon.” 

The preacher replied, 
your language.” 

To which the man said, “It was such 
a damn good sermon that I dropped a 
$1,000 bill in the collection plate.” 

“The hell you did,” cried the preacher 


“Please, sir, 
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“| must be the only one here—haven't even seen a waiter in twenty minutes!" 


New Development 


\ Navy physician on a battleship in 
the Pacific received a snapshot from his 
tiancee. It showed two couples smiling 
on the beach while his girl sat alone at 
one side, forlorn and lonely. The letter 
explained that she spent her time alone 
retting away the time until he returned. 
The delighted officer displayed the snap 
to his fellow officers, but that night, 
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"Stop the show! We may need that water. The building's on fire!" 


after studying the shot thoughtfully, he 
broke the silence: “John,” he said. “I 
wonder who took that picture?” 





Cute Steno: “Do you believe that de- 
parted people can communicate with 
you?” 

Clerk-Typist (Flashy Divorcee): “I 
really and truly do, honey! Why, you 
should read some of the letters my hus- 
band writes when he sends me the ali- 
mony check every week!” 


“Old Luke looks well preserved, for 
a:man of 55.” 

“He should—he’s been pickled and 
canned often enough.” 


Fred: “My wife just ran away with 
another man in my car!” 

Joe: “Great Scott, man! Not in your 
new car!” 





Hotel Clerk: “But I tell you that you 
are mistaken, Helgard. The gentleman 
in Room 509 is a traveling salesman. 
He’s not the owner of a plantation. And, 
for goodness sakes, what gave you the 
idea?” 

Swedish Maid: “Vell, ven I vas dustin’ 
by his door I hear him say: ‘Let’s have 
another drink, den go out and raise cane 
sugar.’ ” 


The fat man and his wife were re- 
turning to their seats in the theatre after 
the intermission. 

“Did I tread on your toes as I went 
out?” he asked a man at the end of the 
row. 

“You did,” replied the other grimly, 
expecting an apology. 

The fat man turned to his wife. “All 
right, Mary,” he said, “this is our row.” 
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Multiple-Woven 


Multiple-Jacket 


or 






—do you know the all-important difference? 


| Cpe a cross-cut section of any ordinary 
multiple-jacket fire hose. Note that each ply 
consists of a separate, loose jacket that can be 
rolled back on, or slid off, the next inner ply, as 
illustrated. 

Now look closely at a length-wise cut of Eureka 
Multiple-Woven Hose, shown in the illustration at 
the right. Notice how all the plies have been circu- 
lar-woven and bound together into a single seamless, 
homogeneous unit—in one operation of the loom! 

Unlike loose-jacketed hose, there’s no room be- 
tween plies for mildew to form . . . or for water to 
collect and freeze. Furthermore, all cords in the 


fabric of Eureka Multiple-Woven Hose are woven 
under uniform tension and controlled humidity. 
All this makes for a stronger, safer, longer-lasting 
hose .. . eliminates dangerous writhing or serpen- 
tining of the hose under pressure. 

Only Eureka makes multiple-woven hose! For 
Eureka developed and produced the unique and 
complicated looms on which it is made—looms 
which have never been duplicated! So, for maxi- 
mum safety and long-range economy, be sure to 
specify Eureka Multiple-Woven Fire Hose... avail- 
able in 2-, 3- or 4-ply. 
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Since 1875, Specialists in Manufacturing Circular-Woven Cotton Rubber-Lined Fire Hose 
195 Hudson Street ¢ New York 13, N. Y. 
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INCE 
1879 


Firemen the world over rely on 
Braxmar for the finest badges 
money can buy. We offer the 
widest possible selection in 
nickel, chrome plate, sterling 
silver, gold plate, rolled gold 
and solid gold; all of our 
badges and insignia are the 
work of experts with a lifetime 
of service. 


Write for latest catalog 
and price list. 


Dealer inquiries invited. 


Cc. GC. BRAXMAR CO.., Inc. 
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SMOKING IN BED 


‘Lue discussion in the Round 
Table is a continuation of that which 
appeared in the April, May and June 
issues on smoking in bed. 

The generous response from our 
readers makes it recessary to carry 
the discussion over to this issue. 

Readers are invited to send in their 
comments on this subject, or on next 
month’s subject which is described in 
a box on a subsequent page. Ad- 
dress replies to Round Table Editor, 
FirE ENGINEERING, 24 West 40th 
Street, New York 18, N. Y. 


Discussion of the Question 


Francis J. Dagon, Chief, East Hartford, 
Conn.: No lives have been lost but five 
fires were started by smoking in bed 
in 1951 and one in 1952. 

We have a state law which provides 
a jail sentence and fine for persons 
causing such fires. 

In my opinion, this law has been 
effective in reducing the number of 
fires from this cause. 

Eight 

lives have been lost in fires caused by 

smoking in bed. 


The cases we have on record oc- 
curred in private residences, and I 
have no suggestion as to how smoking 
in bed in the home can be stopped. 
There was in each case definite indi- 
cation that the victims were under the 
influence of intoxicants or drugs at 
the time of the incident. It is’ my 
opinion that these conditions contrib- 
ute to the cause in most cases. How- 
ever, I have no suggestion for con- 
trolling either the use of intoxicants 
or drugs. 

J. H. Witherspoon, Chief, West Palm 
Beach, Fla.: From March, 1951, 
through February, 1953, we responded 
to thirty-five fires caused by smoking 
in bed. There was one death. 

A Florida State Hotel and Restau- 
rant Commission ruling in 1951 pro- 
vided the following: 

“Under Chapter 511.29, Laws of 
Florida, you are hereby served with 
legal notice to comply with the pro- 
visions of the following flame-proof- 
ing regulation: 

“Mattresses only, in all buildings 
under the jurisdiction of the Florida 
Hotel and Restaurant Commission 
and classified as follows: Frame 
Hotels, Frame Multiple-Unit Motor 
Courts, Frame Furnished Apartment 
Houses and Frame Rooming Houses, 
shall be flameproofed. This regula- 
tion shall not apply to mattresses in 
rooms equipped with approved sprin- 





kler system or approved fire detectior 
system. 

“Failure to comply with the abovg 
Legal Notice within 90 days will r 
sult in revocation of your Hotel ani 
Restaurant Commission license.” 

This attempt to control mattres 
fires failed because of improper legi 
lation and is no longer being enforced 
We plan to submit it again to the 
State Legislature. 

We have had a mattress fire in? 
hotel attributed to smoking in bed 
The mattress was said to have been 
flameproofed. 

I believe a law making the person 
registered or living in a room respon. 
sible for damage caused from smoking 
in bed would be helpful in checking 
this hazard. 

Frank Briers, Chief, Victoria, B. C.: We 
had five fires in 1951 and six in 1952 
caused by smoking in bed. One death 
resulted from this cause. 

I believe all bedding and mat; 
tresses in hotels should be flame 
proofed. 

G. H. Stitzlien, Chief, Lake Charles, La: 
No lives have been lost but we have 
had a few cases of fires caused from 
smoking in bed. 

We have a city ordinance covering 
hotels, boarding houses, etc., but en- 
forcement is left up to the owners of 
the respective establishments as the 
manpower shortage doesn’t permit us 
thorough policing. 

We definitely feel that this ordi- 
nance has been effective in reducing 
such fires. 

I believe we should bring to the 
public eye the severe dangers of smok- 








HERE IS THE QUESTION 


1. Have any lives been lost, of 
fires started, in your city in re 
cent years as a result of smok- 
ing in bed? If so, how many 
cases are on record, particularly 
during the past two years. 

2. Have you any city ordinance of 
state law designed to reduce 
this hazard? 

3. If so, what are the provisions 
of such ordinance or law? 

4. Has it proven effective in re 
ducing the number of fires 
caused by smoking in bed? 

5. What other measures do yot 
feel would be helpful in check 
ing this hazard? 
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CAIRNS 


REGULATION 


HELMETS 





“NEW YORKER’ 


(Leather — No. 5A) 


No other helmet made has ever 
shown the rugged stand-up-ability 
of this “pioneer” of all “regula- 
tion" helmets —which explains 
why it is first choice in the larg- 
est departments, where the duty 
is hardest. 





“SENATOR” 


(Aluminum — No. 350) 


Where the preference is for 
aluminum, here is a rugged one- 
piece "regulation" helmet that 
is light, durable, safe and com- 
fortable — and largely used by 
both regulars and volunteers, the 
country over. 


“CLIFTON” 
(Plastic — No. 900) 
"Regulation" in every line, this 
latest Cairns Helmet is made of 
"Flintflex"—a light, tough, flex- 
ible material that gives —— 
protection against impact, heat, 
electric current and chemicals. 
Write for Catalog 341 
CAIRNS & BRO., INC. 
ALLWOOD, CLIFTON, N. J. 
Outfitters to Firemen Since 1836 
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ing in bed, as we do for other common 
hazards. 


Steve Taylor, Chief, Boise, Ida.: During 


the last two years we have had nine 
fires from smoking in bed and one life 
lost. 

We do not have a city ordinance or 
state law covering this hazard. 
- H. Ferguson, Chief, Edmonton, 
Alta.: There are no records of deaths 
having been caused by smoking in bed, 
but in 1952, eight fires were caused by 
this hazard. 

We do not have a city ordinance or 
state law covering this hazard. 
_ Unless smoking is entirely prohib- 
ited, fires will occur. It is my opinion 
that the subject of smoking in bed 
should be continuously brought to the 
attention of the public by means of 
newspaper advertising and speakers 
at assemblies. 


Waldo Merrill, Chief, Council Bluffs, 


Ia.: We have been very fortunate in 
not having had any loss of life due 
to fires caused by smoking in bed. 
During the past twelve years, I can 
only recall nine bed fires due to smok- 
ing. There is no doubt many more 
of these fires occur, but are not re- 
ported to the fire department. 

We have a city ordinance relating to 
the negligence of persons smoking 
which carries a fine not to exceed 
$100.00. The ordinance provides “That 
any person who, by smoking or at- 
tempting to light or to smoke any cig- 
arette, cigar, pipe or tobacco in any 
manner in which lighters or matches 
are employed, who shall in a careless, 
reckless or negligent manner whatso- 
ever, whether wilfully or wantonly or 
not, set fire to any bedding, furniture, 
curtains, drapes, house or household 
fittings or any part of any building 
whatsoever so as to endanger life or 
property in any way or to any extent, 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.” 

It also appears that the worst mat- 
tress fires occur where the individual 
goes to bed drinking and does not 
awaken too easily. 

If a fire occurs in a bed in a public 
place, such as a hotel, rooming house, 
apartment, we book the occupant on 
the above ordinance. 

I don’t know whether it would help 
to educate the person who is too lazy 
to get out of bed to smoke. Perhaps 
it would help to have the school chil- 
dren bring this message home to their 
parents. 


K. L. Evans, Chief, Reno, Nev.: We 


have had a number of fires from 
smoking in bed. 

We make it a point to have small 
warning signs or cards placed wher- 
ever possible and use the newspapers 
to warn against carelessness with 
cigarettes. I do not believe bed fires 
from smoking are as numerous as 
fires in furniture, etc. 


F. R. Dimond, Chief, Hutchinson, Kans.: 


We have forty fires listed as having 
been started by careless smoking in 
the last two years and two lives lost. 

_We do not have any laws dealing 
directly with this issue. However, 
several patrons in hotels have set the 
mattress on fire and have had to pay 
the damages. 

While we do not have an ordinance, 
we think some further protection to 
the hotel operators should be pro- 
vided. 

We have cards that we place in 
hotel rooms which state, “Do not 


smoke in bed.” These may have 
helped, but our inspector is constantly 
hounding hotel operators to call the 
fire department if they have a mat- 
tress fire, or at least call for an in- 
spection or check-up. Too cften they 
are inclined to want to put these fires 
out and sneak by with it which, has 
caused some loss here in the past. 


Arthur H. Apel, Chief, Oshkosh, Wis.: 


In the City of Oshkosh during the 
past two years we have had one per- 
son lose his life in a hotel room 
through careless smoking in bed. 

We had one person overcome by 
smoke through careless smoking in 
bed in a private dwelling. He was 
revived by use of the fire department 
Pneolator. 

Every room in our hotels has a 
notice to guests posted. This notice 
states the following: 

“The people of the State of Wis- 
consin, represented in Senate and As- 
sembly, do enact as follows: 

“343.08 of the statutes is created to 
read: 

“343.08 CAUSING FIRES BY TO- 
BACCO SMOKING. (1) Any person 
who, by smoking, or attempting to 
light or to smoke cigarettes, cigars, 
pipes, or tobacco, in any manner in 
which lighters, or matches are em- 
ployed, shall, in a careless, or negli- 
gent manner, set fire to any bedding, 
furniture, curtains drapes, house or 
any household fittings, or any part of 
any building specified in subsection 
(2), so as to endanger life, or property 
in any way, or to any extent, shall be 
fined not less than $10 nor more than 
$50, together with costs, and in lieu of 
payment thereof may be imprisoned 
not less than one ‘day nor more than 
15 days. 

“(2) In each sleeping room of all 
hotels, rooming houses, lodging houses 
and other places of public abode, a 
plainly printed notice shall be kept 
posted in a conspicuous place advising 
tenants of the provisions of this sec- 
tion.” 


J. B. Chancey, Ex-Chief, Jacksonville, 


Fla.: We have not had any lives lost by 
careless smoking in bed, but in 1951 
we had 47 fires and in 1952, 51 fires. 

We have an ordinance which pro- 
vides the following: 

“Section 1. Whoever, by any care- 
less or negligent act, shall cause a fire 
or conflagration in or upon any bed, 
bedding, upholstered furniture, drap- 
eries, cutains, carpet, rug, waste 
basket or trash receptacle, in any 
hotel, inn or lodging house in the 
City of Jacksonville, shall upon con- 
viction therefor, in the Municipal 
Court, be punished by a fine of not 
exceeding Three Hundred Dollars 
($300) or by imprisonment for a term 
not exceeding ninety (90) days, or 
both such fine and imprisonment. 

“Section 2. All ordinances or parts 
of ordinances in conflict herewith are 
to the extent of such conflict hereby 
repealed.” 

I believe it would be helpful if signs 
warning the guest of the fine involved 
as well as the danger of loss to life 
and property, could be placed in all 
rooms of hotels, rooming houses, 
tourist courts, etc. 


G. R. McAlpine, Chief, Oklahoma City, 


Okla.: In 1951 we had 102 fires and 
1 death with two badly burned, caused 
by smoking in bed. In 1952 we had 
116 fires with three deaths and one 
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AROUND THE FREE WORLD... 


ANSUL OFFICES, 
DISTRIBUTORS 
. Bi a . AND DEALERS 
All Ansul Fire Extinguishing Equipment net ain 
is backed by Ansul’s personnel training PRINCIPAL CITIES 
and service policy . . . In addition, mee. SA 
a written five year warranty guarantees 
 csitiiantidaes ded f defect EXPORT 
each extinguisher is free of defects... pesveantons 
assuring dependable fire protection. AND DEALERS 
SERVE 
Ansul Extinguishers have long been 31 COUNTRIES 
AT OVER 
60 LOCATIONS 





the leaders in the dry chemical 
fire extinguisher field because they provide 
the best protection for flammable 
liquid, gas and electrical fires. 


Write for File No. N-14. Printed 
material supplied will be helpful 


to all men responsible for fire 4 eosin fo 


protection. 
FIRE EQUIPMENT C 


MANUFACTURERS OF FIRE EXTINGUISHING EQUIPMENT, INDUSTRIAL AND FINE 
ORGANIC CHEMICALS, LIQUEFIED GASES AND REFRIGERATION PRODUCTS 
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“OLD FRIEND" 
to foresters for 
many years... 
the reliability of PACIFIC "Paco- 
lized" Hose is known wherever 
there is need for portable or 
emergency water supply equip- 
ment ...in buildings, warehouses, 
small communities, isolated in- 
dustrial plants and 
fire-fighting organ- 
izations of state, 
private or co-oper- 
is ative agencies. 





“Pacolized" hose is permanently 
mildew-proof and rot resistant 


insures longer life; made from 
"line" flax fibers . . . less leak 
age; the most flexible hose of its 
type 


- easier to pack and 
store... unfolds 
quickly without 
kinking; light 
weight .. . easy to 
carry. 





Available in |” and 1!/2" diameter in 
multiples of 100-foot standard lengths. 
Also available: "Pacolized" COTTON 
rubber-lined and other light weight 
i hose. PACIFIC PUMPERS and acces- 
sories offer a full line of perfected 
‘ equipment for portability and high 
performance. Send for information. 


PACIFIC erie 
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badly burned. So far this year we 
have had twenty-five fires from this 
cause. 
We have an ordinance which pro- 
vides the following: 
“Ord. 4-23—It shall be unlawful and 
an offense for any person, while in or 
on a bed in any hotel or public room- 
ing house in the City of Oklahoma 
City to smoke a lighted cigarette, 
cigar, pipe or other tobacco in any 
form. 

“Ord. 4-24. It shall be unlawful and 
an offense for any person, while in a 
hotel or in the room of a public room- 
ing house in the City of Oklahoma 
City, to carelessly set fire to, burn, or 
cause to be burned, any bedding, fur- 
niture, curtains, drapes, house or 
household furnishings by means of 
any lighted cigarette, cigar, pipe or 
other forms of burning tobacco, or 
by means of matches, lighters, and the 
like, in the lighting, or attempting to 
light, any cigarette, cigar or other 
forms of smoking tobacco.” 

This ordinance no doubt has pre- 
vented some fires, but has not pre- 
vented the hazard in its entirety. 

I can think of only one thing that 
could be done that could reduce this 
hazard further, and this would depend 
on the cooperation of the owners and 
management of the hotels and room- 
ing houses. This would be to print 
the city ordinance prohibiting smoking 
in bed and place it permanently in 
each room. 

This notice could be accompanied 
by a note from the fire chief stating 
that it is a violation of the city ordi- 
nance to smoke in bed and if a person 
is found guilty of this violation, he 
will be held responsible for damages 
done by any fire caused by smoking in 
bed. 

I also think the fire chief could pre- 
pare a brief statement on what to do 
in case of fire and what not to do. 

D. Clawson, Chief, Winnipeg, Man.: 
We have not had any fires or lives 
lost caused by smoking in bed. 

We do not have a law designed to 
reduce this hazard. 

I believe a comprehensive series of 
lectures given by the Fire Prevention 
Bureau dealing with the serious haz- 
ards of careless smoking and the dis- 
posal of lighted cigarettes, cigars or 
pipes would be helpful in reducing 
these fires. These lectures should be 
transmitted by all means of communi- 
cation. 

F. L. Crouse, Chief, Huntington, W. 
Va.: We have had no life loss due to 
smoking in bed but in the last two 
years we have from forty to fifty fires. 

I believe the public should be edu- 
cated not to smoke in bed and espe- 
cially while intoxicated. 

L. K. Wyatt, Chief, Bureau of Fire Pre- 
vention, Saint Joseph, Mo.: We have 
had sixteen fires and one death in the 
last two years from smoking in bed. 

Section 8-148 of our Ordinance pro- 
vides that “It shall be unlawful for 
any person to smoke or attempt to 
light or smoke pipes, cigarettes, cigars 
or tobacco in a careless, reckless or 
negligent manner in any hotel, room- 
ing house or place of public abode so 
as to endanger life or property.” 

The violation of the above section 
carries a penalty of $1.00 to $500.00 

fine or not to exceed six months im- 














HERE IS THE QUESTION FOR. THE 
NEXT ISSUE 

Statistics show oil stoves (used 
for room heating) to be one of the 
major causes of deaths by fire in 
this country. ; 

What has been the experience of 
your department insofar as fires of 
this type are concerned: — 

a. Have you had any in the 
past two or three years 
which have resulted in fa- 
talities ? 

b. Has'‘the fire department (or 
city) any control over the 
use or maintenance of oil 
stoves? 

c. If you have had no fires 
originating in oil stoves, 
how has this been accom- 
plished? oh , 

d. What, in your opinion, 1s 
the most effective means of 
reducing the number of fires 
from oil stoves? 








prisonment or both fine and imprison- 

ment. 

The ordinance has not been en- 
forced until recently when two arrests 
were made. We secured two convic- 
tions. 

I also believe flameproofing mat- 
tresses would help to cut the number 
of such fires. ; : 

Gerald J. Slattery, Chief of Battalion, 
Chicago, Ill.: Out of a total number 
of deaths in 1952 from fire of 162, 
seven were caused by smoking in bed. 
There were 126 fires from this cause. 

In 1951, out of a total number of 
deaths of 133, eight were caused by 
smoking in bed. Forty-six fires were 
cause by this hazard. 

I believe good public relations work 
by the fire department would result 
in checking this serious hazard. 

R. E. Paré, Chief, Montreal, Que.: In 
1951, 524 fires were caused by smok- 
‘ing in bed, while in 1952, 13 fires 
were caused. In these two years, two 
lives were lost. : 

I believe a law preventing the pay- 
ment of insurance up to $500.00 dam- 
age and compelling the smoker who 
does the damage to pay the cost, 
would help reduce the number of fires 
caused by smoking in bed. 

W. J. Morgan, Chief, Fairmont, W. Va.: 
We have had no fires caused by 
smoking in bed. 

I believe a city ordinance and a 
state law would help reduce fires 
caused by smoking in bed. 

Ernest E. Moss, Chief, Eau Claire, Wis.: 
No lives were lost by fires caused by 
smoking in bed, but we had seven fires 
in 1951 and two in 1952. 

We have a state law which has been 
very effective in reducing the number 
of fires caused by smoking in bed. 

I believe it would be possible to 
further check this hazard by providing 
adequate number of proper ash trays 
where smoking is permitted and posi- 
tively enforcing the no smoking regu- 
lations. 
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Your fastest move against fire is with a Kidde carbon 
: dioxide extinguisher. No groping. No fumbling. Just pick 
up and go! Trigger control assures split-second action. 
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Walter Kidde & Company, Inc. 
733 Main Street, Belleville 9, N. J. 


Walter Kidde & Company of Canada, Ltd. 
Montreal, P. Q. 











(KY The word “Kidde” and the Kidde seal are 
& } trade-marks of Walter Kidde & Company, Inc. 


Kidde and its associated companies. 
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A SCIENTIFICALLY BUILT 
SAFETY SUIT 


New design and construction. 
NOT an “asbestos suit” but a sci- 
entifically compounded garment 
utilizing the most modern insu- 
lators against heat, fibre glass, 
aluminum foil, vinyl-treated glass 
cloth and asbestos. Tested under 
actual field conditions in temper- 
atures ranging from 350 deg. F. 
to 1800 deg. F.—with and with- 
out respiratory protective equip- 
ment. 


Get the LS.S. Safety Suit that is 
making good in the fire service; 
at airports; in industry—wher- 
ever personnel must be protected 
against searing heat. Complete 
literature is yours for the asking. 


Also manufacturers of protective 
clothing and asbestos blankets 
4 x 6', packed in handy perma- 


nent carrying cases. 


INDUSTRIAL 
SAFETY 
SPECIALTIES CO. 


PERKASIE « PENNSYLVANIA 
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Treed Bottle-Baby Removed by 
Blackwell Brothers 


Firemen are no strangers to extra-cur- 
ricular work, such as getting cats out of 
trees. But sometimes their activities 
transcend even the most X-curricular of 
extra-curricular jobs. 

Take the Blackwell, Okla., Fire De- 
partment, Chief Geo. E. Gebelein, for 
example. “It’s bad enough to get animals 
out of trees, and we’ve been known to 
extricate children and even grownups 
therefrom, but in all my 41 years of fire 
and rescue service, this is the youngest 
person that I have helped take out of a 
tree,” said Fire Chief Gebelein. 

He was referring tothe job the Black- 
well boys did on May 21 last, when they 
went to the rescue of a 10-months-old 
boy who got his foot caught in the fork 
of a tree. 

Seems the baby was placed in the tree 
by his older sister and some time later, 
when an attempt was made to remove 
the child, it just couldn’t be done. His 
foot and leg were twisted down into the 
fork of the tree. 

All efforts of young and old having 
failed to produce the desired results, the 
fire department was called. Fire Chief 
Gebelein, followed by fireman Dell Cot- 
trell and Harold Jones in the depart- 
ment’s ladder truck, responded, along 
with Policeman Ira Johnson. 

It didn’t take long for the Brothers to 
size up the situation, cut the shoe off the 
youngster’s foot and maneuver the pedal 
extremity out of the fork. What is un- 
usual about the entire incident, however, 
is the fact that all the work was done 
without interfering with the tippling of 
the 10-months-oldster, who never quit 
sucking on his bottle. 

* * * 


From Below the Mason & Dixon Line 

From Correspondent D. G. Spencer of 
Charlotte, N. C. come two items for the 
faithful— 

Unton, S. C.—One of the city’s trucks 
loaded with trash caught fire last April. 
Instead of pulling a box the quick-witted 
driver drove the burning vehicle around to 
the fire department. Fire Chief J. W. Sul- 
livan led the attack on the burning vehicle 
and he and his firemen, quickly doused the 
flames. 





CuArtotrte, N. C.—Firemen were called 
on May 18 last to work on a woman. She 
wasn’t on fire, but had fainted when she 
returned home to find the fire fighters busy 
at her house trying to save it from flames. 

Deputy Fire Chief G. L. Narnett said 
no one was in the house when the fire 
started, apparently from an oil stove. Mrs. 
Fred Kennedy, the householder, was called 
from work and arrived after the worst of 
the flames had been doused. The damage 
was several hundred dollars, plus injury to 
Mrs. K’s nervous system. 

“is 


The Tale of the Squirted Shirt 

Criptic title, that. And how do you 
spell “tale?” Well, cut out the Conan 
Doyle mumbo jumbo. 

Television has introduced new fire 
hazards and fire control problems into 
the fire service. Now comes a new one, 
which we've copped from the Charleston 





press, thanks to Fire Chief John J. Lehr, 
of the St. Albans, W. Va., Fire Depart- 
ment. 

The latest thing is the “hot” shirt, 
which becomes ‘hot’ by virtue of the fact 
that it is squirted with gasoline and dye. 
Uh huh! Squirting “hot shirts” with an 
atomizer loaded with gasoline and dye 
is one of the little-known jobs backstage 
at the Colgate Comedy Hour on Sunday 
night’s TV from Hollywood. 

A white shirt is a “hot shirt” in TV 
language. It throws off too much light, 
blurring the picture and calling for 
“blues in the night.” Head costume Su- 
pervisor Kate Drain Lawson gets out the 
blue dye, either in an atomizer, in —— 
it is mixed with gasoline or alcohol, 
in the form of blue chalk. 

She either squirts or rubs the dye on 
the offending shirt, rendering it power- 
less to blind the cameras. Many per- 
formers have adopted colored shirts, 
which look like white on television. The 
most popular is a shade of blue known 

s “Television Blue.” Green, rose, TV 
Blue and gray all can look alike, Miss 
Lawson explains, in television. 

*~ . * 


Angel With Harp Merely Fleeing Fire 

Right out there in the backyard of a 
home in Malibu, Calif., was an angel 
with a harp (wings weren’t particularly 
noticeable, however). 

She wasn’t strumming the harp; she 
was lugging it toward the end of the 
yard. Ah yes, and be it said, she was 
quite unencumbered with clothing. 

Then the “nude departure in harpists” 
yelled “Fire!”—and startled neighbors 
popped up and, when they could get their 
eyes away from the lady, looked up to 
see smoke pouring from the roof of her 
home. 

She explained that the fire started 
from a toaster while she was taking a 
shower. Her first panic-stricken im- 
pulse was to save her $2,000 harp which, 
at 95 lbs., weighs only 15 Ibs. less than 
she does. 

“By the time I realized what I was 
doing, I found myself in the middle of 
the yard without a stitch on, dragging 
my harp to safety,” she explained to her 
neighbors. 

The neighbors helped firemen fight 
the flames, (while we judge the lady 
sought some ‘protective clothing’). The 
building loss was estimated at $9,000. 
But the harp was saved. 

+ * * 


Hot Off the Tape 


Early in June, the House of Repre- 
sentatives passed and sent to the Senate 
a bill designed to halt sales of highly 
flammable wearing apparel, such as cer- 
tain types of cowboy suits and ‘torch’ 
sweaters. . . . While members of Hope 
Hose Co., of Tarrytown, N. Y., were 
busy with their regular Monday prac- 
tice drill, an automobile took fire diagon- 
aily across from their firehouse. How- 
ever, all was well, as is customary in 
that Department, a covering company— 
Riverside Hose were right on the job. 

. Housewives who at one time or 
another have burned the bacon, can 
sympathize with Willis Boozer, of Wash- 
ington Court House, Ohio. Willis burned 
27,000 Ibs. of the 70-odd cents per pound 
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AT THE HEAD OF YOUR 


POWHATAN'S SACHEM LEADER LINE SHUT-OFF 
NOZZLE IS YOUR BEST ANSWER TO THIS PROBLEM— 





Our SACHEM Nozzle is furnished in |!/," size for hose connections. Tip end of 
nozzle with booster thread for connecting booster hose for clean-up. Fire 
Departments far and wide have come to depend upon this rugged nozzle. 
It is truly a leader. 


BE SURE TO INVESTIGATE POWHATAN'S DEPENDABLE 
LINE OF FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT 


OWNATAN BRASS 


ond IRON WORKS 


RANSON ,WEST VIRGINIA 


’ Phones 93 & 94 Charles Town West Virginia 
Established 1892 


















DANDRY 
SALVAGE 
COVERS 


@ Underwriters 
Approved 

@ Water, rot 
and fire 
resistant! 


@ Won't crack 
when cold or 
get sticky 
when hot! 

@ 12’x 14 
12’ x 18” 

14’ x 18’ 
yang Boston Dallas 

St. Louis range Detroit Richmond 
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meat! He was driving a truckload of 
it on June 2, when an electrical short 
circuit developed. Local folks say they 
can still smell bacon frying. Some wise- 
acre said, the motto of the fire iaddies 
is “bring home the bacon, even if it’s 
burnt!” Fire Chief James Lewis, of 
Alton, Iil., left a bottle of carbon tetra- 
chloride on the front seat of his parked 
car, Sun rays passing through the bottle 
focussed on the seat cushion, causing it 
to smolder. Lewis put out the fire with 
an extinguisher containing C.T.C. Write 
your own caption. (Thanks W.D.) .. . 
Samuel Armer and William Smith of the 


' Wheatland, Pa., Fire Company took the 


rig out on a trial run the other day and, 
on Sener Road, east of Mountville, they 
noticed a fire. Investigation proved it 
to be a tree stump burning. They drew 
up, knocked out the fire and were about 
to leave when the Mountville lads, who 
had been called, pulled in. Their ser- 
vices were not needed. ... (thanks R. C. 
Heagey). ...A tip of the lid to the 
vamps of the Borough of South River, 
N. J., who have agreed to care for the 
old Pioneer Cemetery, which was getting 
pretty seedy. They will mow the grass 
and trim the edges of plots weekly. This 
is by way of the vamps showing appreci- 
ation of the borough’s decision to allow 
firemen to display the old alarm bell at 
the library as a memorial to deceased 
members of the department. A plaque 
bearing names of those members will be 
mounted with the bell (thanks J. K.). 
... The homé of Fire Chief Harvey Em- 
bry, of Whitesville, Ky., burned to the 


| ground, and his fire fighters didn’t lift a 


finger. Because the nearest fire hydrant 
was 2,000 feet away, the Chief said the 
city fire truck couldn’t be used. Defective 
flue, he theorized, caused blaze, which 
destroyed frame house and its furnish- 
ings (thanks Chandler Brainard). .. . 
Mrs. Dora Peterson, 57, was severely 


| burned June 3 last, when she attempted 





to burn tent caterpillars from trees on 
her property in Staatsburg, N. Y. She 
was using a torch on a long pole to burn 
out the pests, when a can of kerosene 
upset and ignited her clothing. 

+ «© . 


Perambulating Fire Gives Vamps Workout 

The firemen of Landis and China 
Grove, N. C., had themselves a stiff 
workout the night of April 21 last and 
ge the two-hour task was enough 

“try men’s souls” they had the satis- 
foolen of knowing they prevented a 
loss of thousands of dollars. 

They were called to fight a fire that 
had developed in a perambulating trailer 
truck on Highway 29 in East Landis, 
near the Clearview Service Station. The 
truck, loaded with valuable textile goods 
was from Rock Hills, S. C. 

What caused the fire is a mystery but 
it is believed to have been a shorted 
wire, since the blaze broke out in the 
front part of the big trailer. The Landis 
vamps were called when the driver was 
unable to control the blaze, and help was 
then summoned from China Grove when 
the extent of the overhaul efforts be- 
came known. 

The tractor was uncoupled from the 
trailer and the fire crews buckeled into 
it, unloading almost the entire truck’s 
cargo to get at the tricky, concealed fire. 
Before the last spark was out they had 
used most of their chemicals and other 
extinguishing agents. 

Thanks D. G. Spencer 
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Among the Buffs 
By Paul C. Ditzel 
L_ eal 














Tuts column through editorial neces- 
sity must be written. some weeks before 
actual publication and, as I write this, 
the number one news story of the day 
is the coronation of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II. This history-making event 
brings to mind my good friend Geoffrey 
Pratt’s special issue of his English fire 
journal. Like .other British magazine 
publishers, Mr. Pratt devoted his June 
issue to the coronation and put out a 
souvenir issue which I’m sure will be- 
come a collector’s item. I know what 
a hard worker Geoff is and how devoted 
he is not only to the British fire service 





but also to his country. He’s been work- | 


ing on this issue for many months and 

I’ve eagerly been awaiting the results. 

They were indeed worth waiting for. 
“Fire Brigades Through Six Reigns,” 


is the title of his jumbo-sized edition— | 
in itself no mean feat in England where | 
paper is scarce. Mr. Pratt traces, pic- | 
torially and in the news columns, the | 


growth of the British fire service as we 
know it today. 

There was one section which I’m tak- 
ing the liberty of quoting from because 


of its especial interest to followers of | 


the fire fan fraternity. 

“When King Edward VII was Prince 
of Wales he attended many large Lon- 
don fires. When there was a big fire, a 
special messenger was sent to him at 
Marlborough House and even an engine 
kept ready to rush him to the scene!” 

So we see that fire buffing is not re- 
stricted only to newspapermen from 
the rear ranks and the so-called “com- 
mon man” whatever that might mean. 

A special salute and a dip of my tea- 
cup, then, to Geoffrey Pratt for an ex- 
cellent and professionally well done job! 

Speaking of that great religious occa- 
sion in London reminds me that David 
Wightman Arnold, 80 Sachem St., New 
Haven 11, Conn., who is studying for 
the priesthood is anxious to correspond 


with fire fans with radio knowledge. | 


Dave doesn’t say how the fellow priests 
(or the head priest) at his seminary go 


for the idea, but Dave wants to install | 
a fire radio in his room at the Berkeley | 


Divinity School. 

“IT have been trying to locate an in- 
expensive receiving set so that I might 
tune it to the New Haven frequency, 


33.82 mc FM,” Dave writes. “I have | 


written here and there on leads for sur- | 
plus Air Force receivers that could be | 


converted and used anywhere but it 


seems that no one knows the model, etc. | 


I am interested in an inexpensive set 
that I could convert to this frequency or 
range to use in the seminary and for 
future use in parish work as Fire 
Department Chaplain.” 

I sent Dave some suggestions but in- 
asmuch as I’m the kind of radio special- 
ist who can’t tell a tube from a rectifier, 
I told him some of you readers might 
want to help him out with suggestions. 

Newspaper reporters are known to 
dream up some rather fantastic story 


ideas during their idle moments. A | 


United Press writer in New York made 
a survey of fire engine colors and de- 


cided that all is not red in the apparatus 


world. 
Red trucks dominate the field, he 
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@ A self-contained 
oxygen mask 


@ Pocket size 
@ Weighs 4 lbs. 
@ Low cost 


@ Equip a full crew 
instead of two 


, Survey, Ventilation, 
Rescue, Escape 


@ Compact 
Balanced 
Weighs 81 lbs. : 


Instantly ready for 
any emergency 


*Patents Pending 


Breathing Equipment On The Man Instead Of On The Truck 


For complete story, see your dealer or write direct to 


Cycle-Flo Co. 


MILFORD, CONNECTICUT 
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Bronze spur gears 
(Oberdorfer alloy No. 16438) 








found and nine out of 10 are that color. 
But white, green, gold, blue and black 
vehicles are to be found in various de- 
partments around the country. 

“Steelways, official magazine of the 
American Iron and Steel Institute, re- 
ports that the American LaFrance 
Foamite Co. of Elmira, N. Y., recently 
delivered a fire engine that was painted 
lilac and that while the work was in 
progress most of the 1,500 employes of 
the plant sneaked into the paint shop 
just to verify the report,” the writer 
said. Anybody know where the lilac rig 
was headed? 

The mail this month brought a letter 
from a reader in Brussels, Belgium. His 
name is Joseph Van Humbeeck, Caporal, 














10) 49 BOOSTER PUMPS 


These booster pumps with oilless bearings will last 3 to 5 times 


longer than the old style equipped with plain bronze bearings. 


As a result of closer machining tolerances, over 20 feet of 


suction lift may be depended on. 


The No. 13 and No, 26 Oberdorfer Pumps are more fool-proof 


than they have ever been. When you get to a fire you have 


something you can count on. It isn’t necessary to wear ‘pumps 
out checking them periodically to see if they*will work. These 


pumps are metering pumps in principle and therefore must 
produce the same volume for every revolution of the drive shaft. 


PERFORMANCE DATA—No. 26 and No. 13 PUMPS 








Pump Pump Shaft Pounds | Hose Length] Dry Suction | Vol. in Gal. 
No. R.P.M. Pressure and Size _ | Lift in Feet | Per Minute 
% ‘| £41600 120 500-114” | — 20’ 150 
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LIST PRICES — No. 26 — $200.00 No. 13 — $90.00 
Slightly higher west of Rockies 


FIRE PUMP DIVISION, Oberdorfer Foundries, Inc., Syracuse, N. 





15, rue Fr. J. Navez, Brussels, Belgium. 
| Joseph is a fireman attached to the Brus- 
sels brigade and interested in everything 
concerning the fire service. He says 
| that fire buffs do not exist in Belgium 
and asked for some information on buffs 
so he could put it in an article in the 
Belgian counterpart of Fire ENGINEER- 
ING. He also sent along some photos 
of a model American LaFrance pumper 
which he built for his seven-year-old 
son and it’s a professionally done job, 
too. The model is 24 inches long and 
the front and rear wheels are mounted 
on springs. He says he’d be pleased to 
exchange fire information with Amer- 
icans. 

For those of you who have inquired 
about eight-week-old Denise Michele 
Ditzel, it might interest you to know 
that she got her first baptism under fire 
the other day. Denise, escorted by Mom 
and Dad, took in a greater alarm fire 
in Hollywood. Her future as a fire 
| fanette doesn’t seem too bright, at least 
for the present. She took one look at 
the blaze, gave a bored yawn, and fell 
asleep on Daddy’s shoulder. You just 
can’t interest women in anything these 
days! 

Howard Larcombe, 227 Granville Dr., 
Silver Spring, Md., sends along informa- 
tion on the Friendship Fire Association 
of Washington, D. C. An extremely 
| active buff, Howard also is a member of 
the Silver Spring Volunteer Fire De- 
partment and the deputy director of 
civil defense for fire service in his 
county. Right now he’s getting ready 
| for a state-wide civil defense exercise. 

That’s “30” for this month. My 
quarters are still at 1246 Tamarind Ave., 
Hollywood 38, Calif., and I’m still plug- 
ging away as labor editor for the Los 
Angeles Daily News, 1259 S. Los An- 
geles St., os Angeles 54, Calif. 
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NEW 3-WAY PORTABLE 
SEARCHLIGHT, FLOOD- 
LIGHT AND FLASHING 
RED WARNING LIGHT 


As a warning light the ,owertul RED 
RAY really stops traffic. 


As a searchlight its powertul ray pene- 
trates smoke and steam in a remarkable 
manner. 

As a floodlight, it serves for clean-up 
work. 


Send te Dept. We. 27 for New Catalog 


THE PORTABLE LIGHT CO., Inc. 


216 William Street, New York 38, N. Y. 
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What's Burning 














7 HE following list includes fires of 
$10,000 loss and over in the United 
States and Canada for the month of 
June, 1953. 


Month Ending June 30, 1953 


Decatur, Ala.—Building and 11 new automobiles 
in showroom of Smith Motors, Chrysler and 
Plymouth dealer, damaged. Lightning. 

Tucson, Ariz.—Warehouse behind the Hearn 
Plumbing and Heating Co. destroyed. 

Yuma, Ariz.—J. C. Penny Co. store destroyed. 

Alameda, Cal—Webster Housing Project elemen- 
tary school destroyed. 

Duarte, Cal.—Television store destroyed. 

Eureka, Cal.—Humboldt County Library de- 
stroyed. Faulty wiring. 

Hanford, Cal.—State Market destroyed. 

Inglewood, Cal.—Factory bldg. occupied by a 
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screw manufacturing firm and a swim suit 
manufacturing firm destroyed. 

Los Angeles, Cal.—Business building occupied 
by grocery store, liquor store, feed store and 
laundromat, damaged. Electrical fault in re- 
frigeration unit. 

Los Angeles, Cal.—Dwelling of Virgil Oliver, 
Sr. destroyed. 

Los Angeles, Cal.—Style Pack Box Corp. dam- 
aged. Rubbish bin. 

Los Angeles, Cal.—Union Sulphur Co. plant de- 
stroyed. 

Los Angeles, Cal.—Four buildings at Woodhead 
Lumber Co. destroyed. 

Oakland, Cal.—Pacific Bowl sports center de- 
stroyed. 

Quincy, Cal.—Essex Pencil Products lumber mill 
destroyed. 

Redding, Cal——Townsend Lumber Mill de- 
stroyed. 

San Fernando, Cal.—Hammond Lumber Co. de- 
stroyed. Arson. 

San Jose, Cal.—San Jose Mattress Co. destroyed. 
Spontaneous ignition. 

San Rafael, Cal.—Wilkins Hotel damaged. II- 
legal use of fireworks. 

Willows, Cal—Klemmer Building, Purity Store, 
Slater & Louderback Plumbing and Sheet 
Metal Co., Sears Roebuck warehouse and Cor- 
son garage, in business district, destroyed. De- 
fective wiring. 

Cotopaxi, Colo.—Dall B. McCrory Garage de- 
stroyed. 

Montrose, Colo.—Independent Lumber Co. yard, 
office and stock, destroyed. 

Ouray, Colo.—Surface shops and sheds of Ida- 
rado Mining Co. destroyed. ai 
Bridgeport, Conn. — Bridgeport Deoxidized 

Bronze Co. damaged. 

Bridgeport, Conn.—Penny arcade, fun house and 
twelve food and amusement stands at Pleasure 
Beach Amusement Park destroyed. 

Mansfield, Conn.—Brown Artificial Ice Manu- 
facturing Co. plant destroyed. 

New Haven, Conn.—Building housing Hudson 
Curtain Shop destroyed. 

Delaware City, Del.—Pan-Massachusetts and 
S. S. Phoenix, oil tankers, destroyed. Collision 
in Delaware River, resulting in explosion. 

Wilmington, Dela.—Maesons Record Store dam- 


aged. 

Miami, Fia.—Bottled gas plant of Public Gas 
Co. and adjacent Mckinley Lumber Supply Co. 
destroyed. Faulty electric sign 

Tavares, Fla—Satin’s Candy Factory damaged. 

Lakeland, Fla—Lumber at Gooch Lumber Co. 
destroyed. Arson. 

Macon, Ga.—Plant of G. Bernd Co., solvent ex- 
traction section, destroyed. Leaking naphtha 


gas. 

Savannah, Ga.—Warehouse at Hunter Air Force 
Base, owned by D. L. Philips Builders, Inc., 
destroyed. 

Unadilla, Ga.—Seven buildings in business dis- 
trict destroyed. : 5 

Chicago, Ill.—Building occupied by Airlastic 
Rubber Co. damaged. 

Chicago, Ill.—Vacant building owned by Haber 
Corp. damaged. Ignited from rubbish fire 

Chicago, Ill.—Building occupied by Acorn an 
er Co. and other firms, destroy: 

Chicago, Il.—Building owned by. O. M. Zies 
Lumber Co.; communicated to building owned 
by Strachen & Son, ae material storage; 
to dwelling owned by Hepp, damaged. 

Chicago, IlL—Building owned by W. J. Dennis 
& Co., weather strip manufacturers, destroyed. 

Chicago, IlL—Kensington Steel Company’s build- 
ing damaged. 

Springfield, I11—Dunbar Trucking Co. building, 
which also housed the Mountz Truck Co. and 
William Robinson Motel on Route 66 Bypass, 
destroyed. 

Bloomington, Ind.—I. Fell Iron & Metal Co. 
salvage firm, damaged. 

Elkhart, Ind.—Elkhart Iron Works and Foundry 
damaged. 

Goshen, Ind.—Proof Co.’s foundry destroyed. 

Winchester, Ind.—Clothing store, another store 
and dental office in business district, damaged. 

Dyersville, 1 wy housing Nesler-Goed- 
ken Furniture Co., K & W Heating Co. and 
apartments, damaged. Lightning. 

Campbelisville, Ky.—Sinclair’s Food Locker de- 
stroyed. 

Harrodsburg, Ky.—Barnett & Sullivan grain a 
vator, Mercer tobacco warehouse, 
Warehouse and warehouse owned by Goodloe 
Lawson Implement Co. in busiress district, 
destroyed. 

Louisvilie, Ky.—Jones Food Preserving Co. 
damaged. 

Annapolis, Md.—Annapolis Roads Beach Club, 
Sévern River Beach, destroyed. 

Baltimore, Md.—Garage of Baltimore Motor 
Coach Co. damaged. 

Boston, Mass.—Pier on Charlestown Waterfront 
destroyed. 

Malden, Mass.—Grand Army building occupied 
y Edison Shoe Store, Harvard Princess Shop, 
Bell Doughnut Chop, Porter Fruit Mart, Whit- 
man Photo Studios, Leonard Realty Co. and 
law office of Arthur Black, damaged. 

Ithaca, Mich.—Gruesbeck Manufacturing Co. 
plant, Highway U. S. 27, damaged. 

Keego Harbor, Mich.- —Heart of Lakes Post 2706, 
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HERE'S THE. EXTINGUISHER YOU PICKED 
AS “EASIEST T0 USE” OVER THREE 


OTHER LEADING BRANDS... : 


+ 





Safety and Plant Engineers—here’s how you voted: In a national 
survey recently completed, 100% of your replies stressed ease of 
operation as a major factor in Extinguisher selection. And on the 
basis of being “easiest to use”, 86% of your replies specified Randolph 
over the nearest brand—66% specified Randolph over three other 
leading brands, combined! 


With no nozzles to adjust, no valves to turn, Randolph Extin- 
guishers are 100% panic-proof. Just snap from the bracket, aim and 
press the trigger. You KNOW how to use this extinguisher just by 
looking at it! 


COMPLETE LINE OF EXTINGUISHERS: AND AUTOMATIC EXTINGUISHING SYSTEMS 


Make sure your plant is mobilized for fire. . . with easy to use, simplified 
RANDOLPH Equipment. Sizes from 24% to 50 lbs. Manual and automatic sys- 
tems. Write Randolph Laboratories, Inc., 19 E. Kinzie St., Chicago 11, Illinois. 
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Shuredry Green-Bak Covers 
will pass the test specified 

by the National Board of 

Fire Underwriters. They also 
carry the approved symbol of 
the Associated Factory Mutual 
Fire Insurance Companies. 


Damage from water and smoke is cut down 
when SHUREDRY Green-Bak Salvage 
Covers are on the job. Only the finest quality, 
treated cotton duck, which is pressure 
impregnated by the exclusive Fulton dry- 
treatment, is used in SHUREDRY Covers. 
All seams are waterproof, and SHUREDRY 
Covers are light—pliable and easy-to- 
handle. For top dependability — specify 
SHUREDRY when ordering salvage covers 
from your Fire Equipment Dealers. 
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GREEN-BAK ; 


SALVAGE COVERS 


~ 
Our representative 


G. E. Kohn, 


will be at the 
1.A.F.C. Convention, Toronto 
(Booth 60) 
to supply you with 
Salvage Cover Information. 


Sulton BAG & COTTON MILLS =m 


ATLANTA + ST. LOUIS * NEW ORLEANS + DALLAS «+ LOS ANGELES « DENVER * MINNEAPOLIS 


KANSAS CITY, KANS. « NEW YORK CITY + SAN FRANCISCO « PHOENIX * WINTER HAVEN, FLA. 





HOWE Fire Truck Equipment Meeting Every Service Since 1872 
Centrifugal, Rotary and Piston Pumps Supplied 
HOWE FIRE APPARATUS CO., 1402 W. 22nd St.. Anderson, Indi 
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Veterans of Foreign Wars Memorial Hall, de- 
stroyed. 

Muskegon, Mich.—Berglund Food store, Port 
City Jobbers warehouse and Daly cleaners, ce- 
stroyed. F 

Tekonsha, Mich.—Randall flour mill destroyed. 

Bowling Green, Mo.—Two bulk petroleum dis- 
tribution plants of Mid-Continent Petroleum 
Co. and Continental Oil Co. destroyed. 

Helena, Mont.—Harvey Hotel damaged. P 

Missoula, Mont.—Northern Pacific Garrison Coal 
dock damaged. 














Las Vegas, Nev.—Sprawling Manganese, Inc., 


| plant, damaged. 
| Joshean N. —Wentworth Hall Hotel dam- 


a e 
| Bridgeton, N. J.—Stern & Co. department store 
| damaged. : 
Hillside, N. J.—Half of plant of Airex Corp., a 
subsidiary ‘of the Lionel Manufacturing Co., 
which manufactures fishing equipment, de- 
stroyed. pi y 
Jersey City, N. J.—Building of H. Muehlstein 

| & Co., a plastic goods concern, vr A 

Jersey City, N. J.—Warehouse at 44 alladay 
street damaged. 

New Brunswick, N. J.—Seven stores from 91 to 
109 Church Street, damaged. af 

| Palisade Park, N. J.—Sunrise Vulcanizing Co., a 
tire and recapping firm, laundry, tavern and a 
real estate office in building district, destroyed. 

Paterson, N. J.—Headquarters of Passaic County 
Republican, damaged. Ff 

Paterson, N. J.—Third Christian Reformed 
Church damaged; newly installed organ de- 
stroyed. é 

Roebling, N. J.—Charlotte Manufacturing Co. 
damaged. ? 

Salem, N. J.—R. M. Acton Public School de- 
stroyed. ightning. 

Union City, N J —tleves trailer trucks of Russo 
Trucking Co. destroyed. Children playing with 
matches. 

Auburn, N. Y.—Paper yarn mill of Cayuga 
Cordage Manufacturing Co., Inc., destroyed. 
Overheated motor. . 

Buffalo, N. Y¥.—Two-story frame buildings on 
east side of city occupied by department store 
and delicatessen, destroyed. 

Hinckley, N. ¥Y.—Two dwellings, general store, 
barn and garage of this Oneida County vil- 
lage, destroyed. 

New Hyde Park, N. Y.—Ice cream plant de- 
stroyed. - 
Syracuse, N. ¥Y.—Tecumseh Golf Club and rid- 

ing stables destroyed. 

Syracuse, N. Y.—Esso Standard Oil Co. garage 
damaged. Explosion of kerosene and oil 
drums. 

Ticonderoga, N. Y¥.—Burleigh House, a hotel, 
destroyed. 

Raleigh, N. C.—Glenwood Knitting Mills de- 
stroyed. Lightning. . 

| Akron, Ohio—Summit County jail in downtown 

| _ section, destroyed. 

Columbus, Ohio—Children’s Hospital Laundry 
and storage building destroyed. Oxygen ex- 
plosion. 

Hillsboro, Ohio-—No. 2 mill of Hillsboro Farm- 
ers Exchange, damaged. 

Marion, Ohio—Betty Zane Popcorn Co. plant, 
including eight storage bins, damaged. 

Middletown, Ohio—Dwelling of Ames Gardner 
damaged. Cigarette. 

Niles, Ohio—Welding department of Youngs- 
town Steel Car Corp., destroyed. Exploding 
cylinders of gas. 

Perrysburg, Ohio—Barn on U. S. 23, six miles 
south, owner by Dr. Clark A. Weaver, de- 
stroyed. 

Xenia, Ohio—Cussins & Fearn Co. store dam- 


aged. 

Hugo, Okla.—Baking shop of A. M. Hughes 
and four business establishments and Masonic 
Temple destroyed. 

Coos Bay, Ore.—Oregon Hotel destroyed. 

Eugene, Ore.—Eugene Laundry & Dry Cleaners 
destroyed. Explosion. 

Berwick, Pa.—Berwick Lumber & Supply Co. 
shed and five adjacent dwellings, destroyed. 
Braddock, Pa.—Supermarket of A & P Stores 

Co. damaged. 

Clarksburg, Pa.—Sawmill and storage plant of 

Lange and Crist Box & Lumber Co. destroyed. 





| Ebensburg, Pa.—Grand stand at Ebensburg Fair 


Grounds, destroyed. 

Philadelphia, Pa—Warehouse of Alba Ware- 
house Co., containing hundreds of bales of 
crude rubber and tannin extract used in tan- 
ning of leather and rubber, destroyed. 

Philadelphia, Pa.—Warehouse, 855 N. Broad 
Street, owned by David Rosen, Inc., de- 
stroyed. 

Columbia, S. C.—Building housing Bob’s Bar 
and Stuckey Supply Co., damaged. 

York, S. C.—J. M. Foster Lumber Co. plant 
damaged. 

Austin, Tex.—Francis Furniture Co., Texas Food 
Freezer Co. and the records warehouse of 
South Texas District of United States Internal 
Revenue’ Bureau destroyed. 

Fort Worth, Lo gry | warehouse of Wil- 
fong Fireworks Co. on the northwestern out- 
skirts of the city, destroyed. 

Houston, Tex.—The Alco Fireworks and Special- 
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Co. warehouse, containipg over 40,000 
yunds of holiday fireworks, destroyed. Ex- 
plosion. Homes and business buildings within 
four-block area were damaged by fire and 
force of blast 
Texas City, Tex.—Tank containing 28,000 bar- 
els of jet fuel at Sid Richardson Refinery | 
Co. destroyed. Spontaneous ignition. 

Vernon, Tex.—Western Auto Store building de- 
stroyed and Fair Clothing store damaged. 

Charlottesville, Va.—Building in ddéwntown sec- 
tion occupied by Hoff Motor Co., radio and | 
television repair shop and a branch office of the | } 
National Cash Register Co., destroyed. 

Fredericksburg, Va.—Farm mansion, ““Winewood | 
Farms,” 15 miles west, near Parker, destroyed. | 
Short circui | 

Winchester, a Thirty-room house containing 
valuable Persian rugs, destroyed. 

Yakima, Wash.—Central Washington Fair ma- 
chinery destroyed. Cigarette. 

Boonesborough, W. Va.—M. & E. Lumber Co. 
timbering operation, 11 miles from Montgom- 
ery, Fayette County, destroyed. Gasoline en 
gine operating a slab conveyor, backfired, 
igniting sawdust and shavings. 

Clarksburg, W. Va.—Sawmill and storage plant 
of Lange and Crist Box and Lumber Co. 
destroyed. 

Squire, W. Va.—Jacobs Form Pocahontas Co. | 
tipple destroyed. Electric motor. | 

Williamstown, W. Va.—Lumber and moulding 
sheds of Mingo Lime & Lumber Co., de 
stroved. 

Lake Geneva, Wis.—Three mansions in Elgin 
Club section on west shore of Lake Geneva, 
owned by Dr. L. W. Schultz, A. D. Edwards | 
and W. A. Levring, destroyed. 

Haney, B. C.—The 900-student high school on 
Fraser River, 30 miles from Vancouver, de 
stroyed. 

Chatham, Ont.—Reaume Bros. cannery including 
all stock and equipment, thousands of cartons | 
and wooden packing cases, destroyed. | 

St. Thomas, Ont.—Metaluminum Specialties Ltd. 
building, destroyed. 

Granby, Que.—Business block housing a restau 
rant, four stores and two beauty parlors. in- 
cluding paint shop ef Dunus et Freres, and 
apartments above, destroyed. 

Montreal, Que. —Ontario Stadium destroyed and 
buildings including LaCoupola Restaurant, 
damaged. | 

Quebec, Que.—Warehouse and 3,500 tons of | 
newsprint in Quebec Harbor, destroyed. | 

St. Neree, Que.—Seventeen dwellings, a convent, 
six barns and two garages, destroyed. | 

Melville, Sask.—Searle Grain Co. elevator de- 
stroyed | 

Vibank, Sask.—National Grain Co. elevator 
damaged. 

Whittier, Alaska, -Huge military docks and ware- 
house facilities, destroyed 











World Wide Fire News 
By Roi B. Woolley 











Hazards in Flights of Super Jets? 


A. H. Yates, senior lecturer in aero- | 
dynamics at the Bletchley College of| 
Aeronautics, England, has said that jet | 
planes of the near future might cave in | 
windows, unroof houses and shatter the | 
eardrums. 

The supersonic “bang!” now heard on | 
the ground when a plane muscles its | 
way through the so-called sound barrier, | 
he said, was only the beginning. He ex- 
plained : 

“Whenever an aircraft flies at a speed 
greater than that of sound in air (some 
660 to 760 miles an hour depending on 
its height) it creates shock waves in the 
air which move away from it as do the 
bow waves from a ship traveling through 
water. The waves travel on, losing 
strength only slowly, until they strike 
the ear on the ground beneath (or break 
on the beach). 

“At present, aircraft can fly super- 
sonically only in dives at high altitudes, 
and usually slow down to. subsonic 
speeds at which no shock waves are 
formed, before getting within three miles 
of- our ears. For this reason the bangs 
we hear do not cause aural discomfort: 
the pressure jump has been calculated 
and measured and found to be of the 
order of only one pound a square foot. 
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The new precision-made Pyrene* 
push-button fire extinguisher 
specially designed for home 
and car protection. Price, just 
$7.95. Weight filled, only 2% 
Ib. Shoots 20 ft. stream of 
vaporizing liquid. 1 pint 
capacity. Only two basic pieces 
—head and shell. No moving 
parts to get out of order. Easily 
inspected and readily recharged 
at a gasoline station air hose. 


GRAND 
PRIZE 


NATIONAL HOME 


EVERY HOME YOU SERVE SHOULD 
HAVE THIS EXTRA PROTECTION 


849 homes are too many homes destroyed by fire every day. 
8000 lives are too many lives lost in home fires every year. 
Something has got to be done about these losses. We at Pyrene 
have long been convinced that preventive efforts are not enough. 
We firmly believe that every home should be equipped with 
at least one dependable, easy-to-use fire extinguisher. That is 
why we have developed the push-button fire extinguisher pic- 
tured and described above. You can recommend it with con- 
fidence and know, as you do so, that you’re making a real 
contribution to fire loss reduction in your community. 


If you wish to raise funds for your organization easily, we can 
arrange to have you purchase these Pyrenes from a nearby 
source at a price that will put a tidy sum into your treasury 
for every one you sell. Get the complete facts for your next 
meeting. Write us today. 


*T.M. Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. 


PYRENE MANUFACTURING COMPANY 


594 Belmont Ave. Newark 8, New Jersey 
Affiliated with C-O-Two Fire Equipment Co. 
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most effective, 
the patient. 


Standard Portable Model 
Other Models to Fill Every Need 











Consider, Chief, 


the prevalent high 
percentage of smoke 
and gas suffocation 
recently appearing in 
a newspaper. 


Prompt combative measures 
must be taken immediately. 


Your department’s greatest aid is your 


STEPHENSON RESUSCITATOR 


Hundreds of your fellow Chiefs have learned from 
experience that Stephenson Resuscitators are the 
simplest-to-operate and do most for 


Your community looks to 
you to give it the greatest 
possible protection. Doing 
so will increase the good 
will you now enjoy. 


Write today for demonstration without obligation, or 


send for booklet F7 which gives complete information. 











wih HARODIKES 


EXCLUSIVE FEATURES 
®@ Self Supporting 
@ Ideal for Relay Pumping 








HARODIKES 


NORTH DIGHTON, MASSACH(\ 
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Portable Canvas Water Tanks 


THE ECONOMICAL AND EFFICIENT WAY 
TO CARRY AND STORE WATER. 


@ Easily Back-packed 
@ Easily Transported 
Available in 150 & 300 gallon sizes 


A WATER SUPPLY AT THE SCENE OF THE FIRE 








ON THE JOB - ON THE SPOT 
KEEPING AMERICA GREEN 





INCORPORATED 



















“But” said Mr. Yates, “within a few 
years aircraft will be capable of exceed- 
ing the speed of sound in level flight. An 
aircraft flying low at supersonic speeds, 
perhaps only 100 miles an hour faster 
than at present, “he said,” would create 
havoc not only with our eardrums but 
by material damage to our homes. 

“Calculations of the pressure rise 
caused by the shock wave from an air- 
craft flying supersonically 1,000 feet 
above ground, show a sudden change of 
about ten pounds a square foot when the 
shock wave passes. Besides being damag- 
ing to the ear, this is sufficient to break 
most windows, “the flight expert added. 
“Since the shock wave is being created 
constantly (and not merely during the 
acceleration through the sound barrier) 
a level flying aircraft could devastate a 
large area during a low, fast flight. 

‘It is clear,” said Mr. Yates, “that 
supersonic flying can be permitted only 
over the sea or at great heights, and 
disciplinary action against low flying will 
have to be much stricter than it is today. 
The danger of an enemy, or a thought- 
less friend, raising the roof by flying 
past is a very real one.” 

Can this be another one of the “atomic 
age” hazards the fire fighter will have 
to face? 

i * 7 


Fireworks Over Fireworks 


On April 21, last, the Connecticut Gen- 
eral Asembly adopted a bill to prohibit 
the public sale of fireworks in that state 
after Oct. 1, next. The action, which was 


completed when a tie vote of 13-to-13 . 


was broken by Edward N. Allen of 
Hartford, Republican Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor who voted for the bill, climaxed 
a long and noisy campaign to kill the 
proposed measure, during which a spe- 
cial legislative committee of twelve 
members held a hearing into charges 
that a former senator had sought to 
raise $4,000 from fireworks manufactur- 


jers and salesmen to influence the bill. 


The bill exempts public displays of 
fireworks run by profesionals. The State 
law now permits the sale of firecrackers 
up to two inches, but sixty-nine of the 
state’s towns had banned the sale of all 
fireworks by local law. Those who fav- 
ored the measure said it would protect 
children. The opposition declared for the 
present system of permitting towns, by 
local option, to decide whether local 
fireworks sales should be continued. 

For some years Connecticut Volunteer 
firemen have participated in the sales 
of fireworks to motorists and others. 
Through this channel the fireworks have 
been ‘bootlegged” into some states hav- 
ing no-fireworks laws. 

About the same time this action was 
taken in. Connecticut, the Illinois Senate 
passed bills designed to clarify and 
| strengthen enforcement of laws prohibit- 
ling the sale of fireworks in Illinois. 

Also, in April a House Judiciary sub- 
committee was asked to approve a bill 
making it a federal crime to “bootleg” 
fireworks into states where they are pro- 
hibited. Representative Marguerite S. 
Church (R-Ill.), sponsor of the measure, 
testified that violation of state and anti- 
fireworks laws takes place on a “major 
and distastrous scale” mostly through 
state fireworks makers who advertise in 
comic books and magazines. 

There is an ironical and tragic foot- 
note to these events. On April 23, last a 
Medical Examiner of the Town of 
Ashby, Mass., ruled that Clifford C. 
Foote, local cemetery commissioner, took 
his own life earlier in the day by ex- 
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loding a large firecracker-in his mouth. 
Police said he had been despondent over 
the loss of an arm, but nobody appar- 
ently knew where he procured the ex- 
plosive. 


Hot Off the News Ticker 


Comdr, William F. Warms, U.S.N.R. 
(retd.) who was acting master of the 
liner Morro Castle when she burned off 
Asbury Park, N. J., in Sept. 1934, died 
last month. He was 66. Warms was left 
in charge of the vessel following the 
sudden death of the captain Robert Wil- 
mott, only to face the fire a few hours 
later which brought death to 134 per- 
sons. Following the fire, Warms was 
found guilty of negligence but, after a 
two-year controversy, was completely ; 
cleared by the Court of Appeals... .| 
In Vienna, Austria, Franz Pasta, a 50- 
year-old volunteer fireman, was sen- 
tenced to three years in jail after he told 
a court he set fire to a neighbor’s barn 
to see if his younger colleagues really 
could do their job... . / \ production-line | 
explosion May 13 rocked a_ two-story 
nitrates plant at the Kankakee unit of 
the Joliet Arsenal. Damage was esti- 
mated at $100,000. Three employees | 
escaped the building without injury... .| 
An unusual odor of smoke in the Statu- 
ary Hall of the nation’s Capitol about 
5:30 P.M. May 14 brought guards, who 
in turn called firemen. Fourteen pieces | 
of equipment responded, but investiga- | 
tion located the trouble in the air vents 
through which smoke from cooking was 
carried into the structure. . . . Flantes. | 
which swept over the straw roofs of | 

| 





300 mud hut homes, destroyed the en- 
tire village of Mehalla El Kobra, near 
Cairo, Egypt May 15. . . . Six persons | 
were burned to death at Hamamatsu, | 
about 150 miles west of Tokyo, on May | 
15, when fire destroyed a restaurant and | 
three houses. ... } Yegro pupils of the 
German mission school at Coligny, in| 
Transvaal Province, South Africa, set 
fire to the school buildings in principal’s | 
home May 14 as protest against alleged | 
unpleasant conditions at the _ school. 
Nearly all the 215 pupils were arrested | 
and were charged with arson or public 
violence. School, which was gutted, is a| 
training college for native evangelists | 
and teachers... . The widow of a noted | 
playwright and her daughter, died when | 
fire swept their 200-year-old home at | 
Spencer, Mass. Victims, Mrs. Louise | 
Duncan, 73, whose late husband wrote 
“The Royal Vagabond” and other musi- | 
cal comedies, and Mrs. Louis Duncan, | 
41, died of suffocation. One fire | 
fighter was burned to death and rangers | 
reported they were “completely helpless” 
against wind-driven forest fires raging 
out of control in 40,000 acres of dry| 
Manitoba, Canada, timberland and brush 
country early in May. ... Three air- 
port employes at Mazatan, Mexico, were 
killed, minutes after a DC3 passenger 
plane landed at the airport, by a bomb 
allegedly planted by one of seven pas- 
sengers to blow up the craft in flight. 
Arrival ahead of schedule resulted in 
passengers disembarking before the 
blast. Police arrested a suspect, who con- 
fessed he plotted to destroy the plane 
and occupants, including himself, to pro- 
vide insurance payments for his family. 
. . Fire, which ran through the 7,177- 
ton Greekfreighter Anstanssios Pateras, 
was extinguished after a 12-hour struggle 
m April 29, when the ship docked at 
Tokyo. . . . Russian soldiers and West 
Berlin firemen joined forces on-the night 
of April 29 last to beat out a forest fire 
on the Soviet Zone border. Forest land 









































Had we 
but world enough 
and time 


no one would need monitors but 
speed in communication is economy 
and often a life and death matter. 








Chief McMurtry and members of Sheridan, Indi- 
ana, Volunteer Fire Department with John Oakley 
Vice-President of Midwest Fire and Safety Equip- 
ment Co. who supervised monitoradio installation. 


MODEL PRS FOR 152-174 MC BAND 


If you have a police, fire, forestry, 
pipeline, civil defense, taxi or any 
other vital 2-way radio system, here is 
how monitors pay off. 


Says Chief McMurtry—of the Sheri- 
dan, Indiana, Volunteer Fire Depart- 
ment: 


“In the past, the largest obstacles 
for our Volunteer Fire Department to 
overcome has been the method of de- 
termining the exact location of the 
fire and beating the traffic there. Speed 
of course is essential for the efficient 
operation of any Fire Department. 
Now, with the Town Police Radio 
Base Station located in the Depart- 
ment and with the use of 18 PR9 
Receivers in the homes of our mem- 
bers we not only learn of the fire . 
before the Town Siren is blown, but 
we in many cases arrive at the fire 
before the equipment....We do not 
hesitate to recommend this Receiver 
to any Department?’ 


Franchises available, write for infor- 
mation. 





RADIO APPARATUS CORPORATION 
FACTORY—55 NORTH NEW JERSEY STREET 
INDIANAPOLIS 4, IND., PHONE: ATLANTIC 1624 
SALES OFFICE: 1604 WEST 92ND STREET 
CHICAGO 20, ILL., PHONE: BEVERLY 8-7778 
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For VALUE... 


Gs , 
Why do users of Hale Fire Pumps specify “Hale Pump” when they 
buy new apparatus? 


Because these men have learned through practical experience HALE 


VALUE in terms of: 
* Dependability + Flexible Performance - Efficiency 


For 38 years Hale-equipped Fire Pumpers have upheld a high stand- 
ard of dependability . .. a dependability that has won the respect of 
users all over the world. Hale Fire Pumps are sold only through 
Manufacturers of Quality Apparatus. 


Write today for NEW FOLDERS on Hale Fire 
Pumps .. . built in all standard capacities. 


HALE 


FIRE PUMP COMPANY 


CONSHOHOCKEN, PA. 
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no matter the 
WEATHER 


Sub-zero or sweltering sun, the 
Globe Suit is comfortable, al- 
ways. The all-weather secret is 
in the selection of linings. “The 
Suit that Suits,” the quick-hitch 
Globe Suit, has been endorsed 
by Fire Chiefs everywhere since 
1901. See it at your dealers or 
write for our descriptive folder. 


GLOBE MANUFACTURING CO. PITTSFIELD, N. H. 
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surrounding Berlin was unusually dry 
after a month of spring sunshine. .. . 
Fire killed 18 persons, members of a 
marriage party at Somvadi, a village 
near Aurangabad, India, mm May. The 
victims, the bride, sixteen women and a 
child, were asleep in a hay-roofed hut 
which caught fire. .. . Mexico’s govern- 
ment authorized entry of two U. S. ex- 
perts to extinguish fires which killed 25 
miners in the Angangueb silver mine 
late in April. Fires continued to burn 
into May. ... News agencies reported 
400 homes destroyed by a raging fire 
in the port city of Cebu, early May 4, 
leaving 3,000 homeless. . . . In Los An- 
geles, about 400 University of Southern 
California students, including co-eds, 
rioted early May 6 because, according to 
one: “we’re crazy with the heat.” They 
started huge bonfires, knocked caps off 
hydrants and generally raised hob, as 
_ heat hit an all-time high for the 
ate. 








Convention Dates 

















July 20-24—FLORIDA STATE FIRE COL- 
LEGE. One of four sessions to be held in 
Ocala, Fla. Director, J. W. Barnett, Super- 
intendent, P. O. Box 785, Ocala 

July 20-24—-WEST VIRGINIA * STATE FIRE 
SCHOOL. Annual meeting, West Virginia 
University, Morgantown, W. a. Director, 

. E. Hanna, Jr., Fire Service Extension 
ge — Virginia University, Morgan- 


W. 

July 2t- 2 DELAWARE SHORT COURSE rr 
FPREMEN. Annual meeting, Dover, Del. 
rector, A. B. Anderson, Assistant State bi. 
rector for Vocational Education, 511 W. 8th 
Street, Wilmington, Del. 

July 21-24—-MARITIME FIRE ors AND 
NEWFOUNDLAND FIRE CHIEFS. Annual 
meeting, Kentville, Nova i, Chief B. R. 
Wade, Chairman, Program Committee, P. O. 
Box 413, Kentville, N. S ‘ 

| suly 24-25—-COLUMBIA COUNTY VOLUN- 
TEER FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION. Annual 
meeting, Valatie, N. Y. ey Edward L. 
Rowe, P. O. Box ia Mellenville, N. Y. 

| July 27-30—MISSOU FIRE SCHOOL. An- 
nual meetin Univesity of Missouri, Colum- 
bia, Mo. or information, contact J; L Fet- 
ters, Administrative Associate, Adult Educa- 
tion and Extension Service for Firemanship 
Training, Veivereey of Missouri, Columbia. 

July 28-22—-WESTERN NEW YORK VOLUN- 
TEER FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION. Annual 
meeting, Greece, N. Y. Secretary, James 
—— Box 52, Industry, N. 

Aug. 1-2 — OHIO FIRE SCHOOL. Regional 
school, North Canton, Ohio. Director, W. T. 
Banning, State Field Instructor, State Board 
for Vocational Education, 606 4th Street N. W., 
New Philadelphia, Ohio. 

Aug. 3-4WISCONSIN PAID FIREMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting, Appleton. 
Wis. Secretary- eo ng — Madden, 
1240 Wolff Street, Racine, Wis 

Aug. 3-7 — PENNSY LWANIA FIREMEN’S 
TRAINING CONFERENCE. Annual meeting, 
Lewistown, Pa. For information, write Edgar 
A. Spotz, Public Service Institute, P. O. Box 
911, Harrisburg, Pa. 

Aug. 5-7—SOUTHWESTERN NEW YORK AS- 
SOCIATION OF VOLUNTEER FIREMEN. 
Annual meeting, Dunkirk, N. Y. Secretary, 
Sam J. Bechman, Lake View, Erie County, 


N. Y. 

Aug. 10-12—WISCONSIN FIRE SCHOOL. An- 
nual meeting, University of Wisconsin, Madi- 
son, Wis. Director, J. J. Lichty, Duress of 
Community Development, Madison 6, 

Aug. 18-19—FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION. OF 
THE STATE OF NEW YORK. Annual meet- 
ing, Binghamton, N. Y. Secretary, Eugene M. 
Braun, 4025 Main Street, Buffalo 21, N. Y. 

Any Set STATE FIRE COL- 
LEGE. One of the four sessions to be held in 
Ocala, Fla. Director, J. W. oe Superin- 
tendent, P. O. Box 785, Ocala, 

Aug. 24-28—TEXAS FIREMEN'S TRAINING 
SCHOOL. Annual meeting, Texas A. & M. 
College, College Station, Tex. Director, H. R. 
Brayton, Fire Service ne A. & M. Col- 
lege, College Station, Tex. 

Aut, * 28—TENNESSEE STATE FIRE SERV- 

CHOOL. Annual meeting, Middle Ten- 
oat State College, Murfreesboro, Tenn. Di- 
rector, W. A. Seeley, State Supervisor, Trade 
& Industrial Training, 202 War Memorial 
Building, Nashville, Tenn. 
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Convention Dates 
Aug. 26-292—-MONTANA STATE FIREMEN’S 
SCHOOL. Annual meeting, Polson, Mont. Di- 
ctor, Clayton Brown, Polson Volunteer Fire 
, D. oc 
. Aug. 30-Sept. I-NEW YORK STATE PER- 
Mz \NENT. FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION. An- 
' nual meeting, Glens Falls, N. Y. Secretary- 
Treasurer, sa E. Mills, 420 Plymouth Drive, 
| Syracuse 6, N. 
. Sept. ae WEST. " VIRGINIA STATE FIRE- 
; MEN’S ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting, 
, Charles Town, Jefferson County W. Va. For 
, information, contact The Independent Fire 
: Company of Charles Town, we 
Sept. 8-10—PACIFIC COAST INTER. MOUN- 
’ Pin ASSOCIATION OF FIRE CHIEFS. 
4 Annual meeting, Tacoma, Wash. Secretary- 
d Treasurer, Jay W. Stevens, Merchants Ex- | 
F change Building, San Francisco, Cal. 
; Sept. 8-1I—OHIO STATE FIRE SCHOOL. An- 
. nual meeting, Port Columbus Naval Air Sta- 
- tion, Columbus, Ohio. Director, Foss 4 
Gragg, Deputy State Fire Marshal, 607 Wyan- | 
dotte Building, Columbus 15, Ohio. | 
Sept. 8-1I-MARYLAND SHORT COURSE | 
FOR FIREMEN. Annual meeting, University | 
of Maryland, College Park, Md. Director, 
Robert C. Byrus, Fire Service Extension, Uni- | 
versity of Maryland, College Park, Md. | 
Sept. 11-12—-JEFFERSON COUNTY VOLUN- 
TEER FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION. An- 
a nual meeting and tournament, Adams, N. Y. 
. Secretary, Jack Farrell, 513 Lakeview Drive, 
. Dexter, N. Y. 
E Sept. 14—CANADIAN ASSOCIATION OF FIRE 
= CHIEFS. Annual meeting, Toronto, Ont. Sec- 
. retary-Treasurer, Chief Allan Clark, Fire | 
“4 Headquarters, Lakefield, Ont. 
4 Sept. 14 — GREAT LAKES ASSOCIATION OF 
FIRE CHIEFS. Annual meeting, Toronto, | 
R Ont. Secretary-Treasurer, Chief Charles A. | 
.. Delaney, Lakewood, Ohio. | 
i. Sept. 14-18—-VIRGINIA STATE FIRE SCHOOL. 
h Annual meeting, Number 9 Fire House, Nor- 
folk, Va. For information, contact Fire Mar- | 
D shal Clay A. Easterly, Director, P. O, Box 
al 1113, Martinsville, Va. | 
:. Sept. 15-18-INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION | 
>. OF FIRE CHIEFS. Annual meeting, Toronto, 
Ont. Secretary-Treasurer, Chief Daniel B. 
a Tierney, 8 Robbins Road, Arlington 74, Mass. 
al General Manager, James E. Jagger, Hotel | 
A Martinique, Broadway and 32nd Street, New | 
York 1, Y. . 
2 Sept. 26- '27—FIRE CHIEFS SCHOOL. Annual 
1- meeting, Old Forge, N. Y. For information, 
t- Sil wen, . Armstrong, P. O. Box 186, = h d” L fj fi h 4 
a- orge, N. 
_ Ort $8.— INTERNATIONAL MUNICIPAL it’s “full speed ahead” in your fire fighting 
SIG nnual meeting, 
Columbus, Ohio. Secretary, Irvin. Shulsinger efforts when you have plenty of these famous, 
a nternationa unicipal Signa ssociation, 130 : * 
i. West 42nd Street, New York 36, N.Y. back-pack extinguishers. No upkeep cost. No 
oe. 14-16—ILLINOIS FIREMEN'S ASSOCIA. . ° fb 
al TION. Annual meeting, Bloomington, Ill. chemicals to buy. Strongly built of best mate- 
_ a Secretary, R. W. Alsip, Box 8, Champaign, III. 
rd Oct, 20-23-KANSAS STATE FIRE SCHOOL. rials, INDIAN FIRE PUMPS give yous of service. 
Pee Annual meeting, University of Kansas, Hutch- 
- inson, Kans. Director, Gerald Pearson, Director The Rhode Island Forest Service Fire Trucks 
5 Extension Classes, 111 Fraser Hall, University 
mn. of Kansas, Lawrence, Kans. are well equipped with INDIAN Fire Pumps. 
by George W. Smith of Wakefield, writes: 
*s 
} “Gentlemen: | use INDIAN FIRE PUMPS, 
t 2) 4 | 
ar Women Tie Up Telephone —_ 40 in two companies, 5 in one company. ! . 
oy Fined Under New Fire Law hove put out 500 feet of grass fire with one 
= The State of Michigan has a new law | tank of water and 300 feet of brush fire 
ry, designed to help end party telephone tie- | with one tank of water. After forty years of 
Ys ups in time of emergency. Said to be the fire fighting | feel that | can pass fair judge- 
‘ ] ” | 
n- irst “culprits” to be prosecuted under | ment and | cannot give INDIAN FIRE PUMPS 
ji the law were two women, Mrs. Augusta . 
of Sommers and Mrs. Bertha Paschigoda, | too much praise for | have seen them save 
oF of Baroda, Mich., who were fined $25 | thousands of dollars in fire loss. 
ee each and ordered to pay court costs of Cc 1 
M. $8.50 when they appeared before Justice | Send for Catalog 
.. Joseph Collier of St. Joseph, Mich. 4 
a iy two pleaded guilty of failing to | 406) MAIN ST 
in- yield a telephone line in an emergency 'D) ry S M | T ba & a O ‘ TICA NY 
on Judge Collier could have fined them up . UTIC z,. ae 
™ to $100 and sent them to jail for 90 days. 
R. Steven Kubash, whose farm is located 
‘ol- 10 miles from St. Joseph, told authori- 
Vv. ties his four children saw his barn on 
en- fire on March 5th, last, while he and his 
Di- wife were in St. Joseph. They tried to 
— telephone the Baroda Fire Department 
= he said, but Mrs. Sommers and Mrs. 
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Small lines, faster attack | 


with Myers 
high pressure fog equipment 





Photo courtesy AMERICAN-LAFRANCE-FOAMITE CORP. | 


Myers high pressure fog equipment offers these advantages: (1) More efficient | 
water application because the pressure breaks the water into smaller particles | 


Paschigoda would not get off the line. 
Firemen said they probably could 
have saved the $3,000 barn had the 
alarm been turned in earlier. The 
women said they thought at first the 


| children were joking. A neighbor finall, 


which absorb heat faster (2) High pressure fog can be used on many more fires | 


since the length of the fog stream is 60 to 70 feet (3) High pressure fog can be 
used on nearly all types of fires. Write for complete information on Myers Bull- 


dozer high pressure pumps and fog guns for your apparatus. The F. E. Myers | 


& Bro. Co., 259 Orange Street, Ashland, Ohio. 















ays TES 
“With smoke like that, the only 
ace-in-the-hole is Scott Air-Pak!" 


e If you must gamble with smoke and fumes, make 
certain you increase your safety and efficiency with 
SCOTT AIR-PAK. Be sure you can go through the 
smoke, do your job and.come back out 
again. For full details write: 


SAFETY EQUIPMENT DIVISION 


Ott AVIATION CORP. 


215 ERIE STREET LANCASTER, NEW YORK 


















| 





convinced them it was a real emergency 
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Sherwood Brockwell Dead 


Death climaxed 39 years of service in 
fire protection and prevention when it 
claimed State Fire Marshal Sherwood 
Brockwell, of North Carolina. He was 
67 and had been in poor health since a 


| serious operation five years ago. 





Courtesy N. C. State Firemen’s Assn 
Sherwood Brockwell 


Sherwood Brockwell wrote many 
chapters in the history of the nation’s 
fire service. He pioneered rural fire 
fighting in his area; he organized 
Raleigh’s first paid fire department and, 
in 1914, he was the nation’s youngest 
paid fire chief. He helped sparkplug fire- 
manship training and was a stalwart of 
the Fire Department Instructors Confer- 
ence. 

As a lad of 10 he lived next door to 
Raleigh’s Fire Chief. This was in 1896. 
In 1902 he became a special member of 
the city’s volunteer fire department, -be- 
ing too young to become a regular mem- 
ber. In 1912, after training in the New 
York Fire Department, he helped found 
Raleigh’s paid department. In 1914 he 
was appointed deputy insurance commis- 
sioner and state fire marshal. 

Brockwell was in office two days when 
he announced what is said to be the 
nation’s first statewide firemen’s train- 
ing program. It led to the North Caro- 
lina Fire College and Drill School in 
Asheville in 1929. 

He helped write the state’s building 
code and hotel fire law, passed after the 
Wynecoff Hotel fire. In between, he 
found time to cooperate with local and 
national activities involving the fire ser- 
vice. 

His capacity for cooperation was, like 
his fund of humor, inexhaustible. He 
will be widely and greatly missed. 
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Ex-Chief P. J. Rosar Dead 


Peter J. Rosar, 75, Chief of the Scran- 
ton, Pa., Fire Department for fourteen 
years until his retirement in 1930, died 
May 25 at his home in that city. 


March 28, 1878. At the age of 21 he 
joined the Fire Department as a volun- 
teer pipeman with old Engine Company 
No. 2, was elected foreman of the com- 
pany a year later and in 1901, when the 
company was taken over as a paid 
group, entered the service as a call man. 

In January, 1903, he was made a 
hoseman and two months later was ap- 
pointed captain of the company. 

He remained a captain for 10 years 
and in 1914 was named assistant chief. 
Two years later he was promoted to 
Chief and held that post until his retire- 
ment July 19, 1930. 

His work in the field of fire preven- 
tion and fire fighting was regarded as 
outstanding throughout his long career. 

The Fire Department progressed 
steadily under his direction and its 21 
stations were fully motorized January 
1, 1924. Chief Rosar constantly added 
to his own knowledge and to the effi- 
ciency of the Fire Department by a 
constant study and application of the 
latest fire fighting methods and equip- 
ment. 

Following his retirement, Chief Rosar; 
active for a long time in county Repub- 
lican politics, served four years on the 
County Board of Assessors. 
became a regional representative for the 
— Truck Corp., of Elmira, 

He relinquished this position a year 
ago. 

Surviving are a daughter, Rose Elsie 
Rosar; a son, Howard P.; a brother, 
William, and many nephews and nieces. 


Arthur Myers of Atlas Dies 


Arthur Myers, director of sales of the 
Atlas Safety Equipment Company, New 
York City, died of a heart attack at his 
home in the Bronx, New York City, on 
Saturday June 16th, 1953. 





hur Myers 


He was born in Glasco, N. Y., Sep- 
tember 19, 1883, and his first active 
connection with the fire service was as 
a representative of Lovell — Dressel 
Co., then in Arlington, N. J., promot- 
ing the Gilson line of fire appliances. 

Art, as he was known by chiefs from 
Coast to coast, became director of Atlas 
Sales in 1939, specializing in life saving 
methods and equipment and; during the 
years that followed, he was in demand 
at fre schools and meetings as a lec- 
turer on the subject. He was looked 
upon as one of the best informed men 


for JULY, 1953 





Chief Rosar was born in Scranton on | 
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76-year-old 

thoroughbred 
still 

chasing fires 


typical example of REPUBLIC dependability 


Old Dobbin had a heart big as a fire helmet... 
fighting heart, and, in his day, entire 
communities put their trust in his courage and dependability. 
Old Dobbin’s gone, but his trust is carried on by 
non-mortal sentinels of safety ... 

Republic Rubber Fire Hose was a favorite in Old Dobbin’s 
day. Today it’s still chasing fires. Washington Fire 
Company No. 1 of Conshohocken, Pennsylvania, for exam- 

ple, has used the same Republic Hose for more 
than 16 years. Other companies report even longer service. 
Republic Fire Hose is made with ‘“Counterbalanced 
Weave” jackets, for easy handling. When specified, 
it can be permanently protected against mildew, rot and 
vermin by Republic’s exclusive Provar Process. 
Republic Rubber offers you a complete line of these 
thoroughbred firefighters built to your 
requirements. Write us today for full facts. 


REPUBLIC RUBBER DIVISION 


LEE RUBBER & TIRE CORPORATION, YOUNGSTOWN I, OHIO 


a great, 







RUBBER PRODUCTS 





INDUSTRIAL 


». 
S. ‘ 


in the nation on the use ot life nets. 
belts and rope. 

He was a Mason, a member of a 
number of fire associations, including 
the International Association of Fire 
Chiefs, the Eastern Association of Fire 
Chiefs, the Fire Chiefs Emergency Plan 
of Westchester County, N. Y., and other 


organizations. He was Superintendent 


of Sunday School and a member of the 
Board of Sessions of the Tremont Pres- 
byterian Church in the Bronx, N. Y. 


Interment was in Saugerties, N. Y. 


John J. Dorman Dead 


John J. Dorman, former Fire Commis- 
sioner of New York City, died June 22 
at the age of 82 years 

During his tenure of office, from 1926 





For booster and high pressure 
fog lines 


There are four good reasons why the fire fighters 
specify BAR-WAY couplings. Four reasons why BAR- 
WAY couplings are growing in favour with firemen, 
hydraulic engineers and others who insist on the best. 


to 1933, he was responsible for the erec- 
tion of 57 new fire stations in New York 
City, as well as many other fire depart- 
ment improvements. 

He was a strict disciplinarian who 
discharged many firemen for drinking on 
the job during Prohibition. He was also 
constantly on the alert for illegal whisky 
stills which, after a Brooklyn explosion 
injured 23 school children, he considered 
fire hazards. 


Will Hirst of Seagrave Dies 


W. (Will) W. Hirst, of the firm of 
F. S. & W. W. Hirsch Company, Los 
Angeles, Calif., for many years repre- 


sentatives of the Seagrave Corporation, 
died 
been 


1953. He had 


Monday, June 22, 
ailing since last fall. 











@SAFETY—The coupling becomes the strongest part of the hose line. 
Tested to 3000 pounds pressure and 500 pounds pull. 


@ FULL FLOW—No suppression of flow in coupling. No shrinkage of hose 


at coupling. 
@ FLEXIBILITY—Reels smoother. 


corners or underbrush. 


Easily replaced. Nothing to catch on 


@ BETTER MADE— Accurately machined, always the same, interchange- 


able. WILL NOT FAIL 


Send for our free pamphlet. Gives detailed specifications for all types of 


pressut*e hose. 
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Will and his brother Fred Hirsch be- 
came identified with Seagrave back in 
1908, when employed by the Gorham 


Engineering Co., the then Pacific Coast 
Seagrave representative. They became 
affiliated as sales representatives in 1912, 

Will W. Hirst traveled the States of 
Arizona, Nevada, California, Oregon, 
Washington and Idaho, where he won 
for himself, and Seagrave, a host of 
friends. He was a familiar figure at most 
Pacific Coast fire service conventions. 

The Seagrave representation will be 
continued under the name of Seagrave- 
Hirsch Company, Los Anegles, under 
the supervision of Fred Hirsch and his 
able assistant, Jack Ruggles, it is an- 
nounced by H. B. Spain, President of 
Seagrave Corporation. 


Chief F. G. Hatstat Killed 

Chief Frank G. Hatstat, of the Paxton, 
Mass., fire department, was instantly 
killed by electrocution on June 11. 

Chief Hatstat, head of the Paxton de- 
partment for the past eight years, was 
employed by the Paxton Municipal 
Light Co. as a lineman. It was in this 
capacity that he met his death while 
working on a pole, in the neighboring 
town of Holden, repairing damage 
caused by the recent tornado. There 
were no witnesses to the accident. His 
body was found on the ground by fellow 
workers. State Police worked more 
than an hour in a vain effort to revive 
him. 





Henry T. HANson 








Persons in the News 




















S. E. Jennings Chief at 
Bridgeport 
Sylvester E. Jennings, 59, a member 
of the Bridgeport, Conn., Fire Depart- 
ment for 34 years, was named Chief of 
Department and Fire Marshal on June 
23 at a meeting of the Board of Fire 
Commissioners. Chief Jennings headed 





Chief Sylvester E. Jennings 


a list of candidates who took oral Civil 
Service examinations for the post. He 
succeeds the late Martin J. Hayden, 
who was injured fatally.on Dec. 6, 1952, 
while directing fire fighters at a tene- 
ment house blaze in that city. 
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Appointed to the Fire Department on 
Jan. 16, 1919, Chief Jennings received 
all his promotions by qualifying on Civil 
Service tests. On March 10, 1938, he 
was promoted to the rank of lieutenant, 
and elevated to a captaincy on May 27, 
1942. In Aug., 1946, he ranked first on 
a Civil Service examination for Assistant 
Chief and was appointed shortly after to 
fill a vacancy created by the retirement 
of Asst. Fire Chief Elmer V. FitzGerald. 
yin February, 1950, the office of In- 
spector of Combustibles was created, 
reopening that branch of the service 
which had been abolished some years 
ago under the name of the Fire Preven- 
tion Bureau, then consisting of two cap- 
tains and six lieutenants. Economy was 
given as the reason for its abolishment. 
Jennings, then an assistant chief, was 
named Inspector of Combustibles and 
with his assistant, Capt. John Gleason, 
made a thorough job of cleaning up 
hazardous conditions which had existed 
since the original Fire Prevention 
Bureau was abolished. 

Among the organizations with which 
Chief Jennings is affiliated are: Fairfield 
County Fire Chiefs Emergency Plan 
(second vice-president); New England 
Association of Fire Chiefs; Middlesex, 
Litchfield, and New Haven County Fire 
Chiefs Emergency Plans, Connecticut 
State Firemen’s Association, and the 
American Red Cross first aid instruc- 
tor’s division. 

Tom MAGNER 





Chief Rector of Grosse Pointe 


Park Retires 

Fire Chief Edward L. Rector, since 
1942 head of the Grosse Pointe Park, 
Mich., Fire Department, is retiring as of 
July 31, 1953, after 33 years of service. 

In 1912 Rector joined the Detroit Fire 
Department and was honorably dis- 
charged 5 years later. In 1923 he joined 
the Grosse Pointe Park combined Police 
and Fire Departments being promoted 
to sergeant and lieutenant in 1925. 

In 1928, the departments were split 
and he was appointed captain of the fire 
department. In 1931 he became assistant 
chief, and chief in 1942, 


He is past-president of the Southeast- | 


ern Michigan Fire Chiefs Association; 
past-president of the Michigan State 
Fire Chiefs Association! a member of 
the International Association of Fire 
Chiefs and Civil Defense Director of 
Grosse Pointe Park. 

_ Following the Toronto, I.A.F.C. Con- 
lerence, the retiring chief will travel ex- 
tensively through Canada and abroad. 


S. R. Smith New Ocean 
City Chief 

Samuel R. Smith has been promoted to 
Chief of the Ocean City, N. J., Fire De- 
partment, it is announced by Director of 
Public Safety, Laurence P, Lunny. 

_The new chief has been Acting Chief 
since the retirement of Chief Robert L. 
Smith in July, 1952. He joined the de- 
partment August 16, 1924, was made act- 
ing lieutenant in 1933, promoted to regu- 
lar rank in 1934 and made acting as- 
sistant chief in 1938. Later that year he 
Was given permanent rank and in 1946 
€ was appointed deputy chief. 

_ the new chief has studied at Rutgers 
University, and with the War Depart- 
ment Civil Defense School at Edgewood, 
Md. He also graduated at the New Jer- 
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You'll be PROUDER if it’s 
A BLACKINTON BADGE 


Proud of your badge? Sure you are and you'll be even prouder 
if it’s a Blackinton Badge, because each year more and more 
departments are becoming increasingly conscious of quality in 
badges. . . . That’s why they are turning to BLACKINTON — the 
finest badge for the money in the country. 


DEALERS — Why should you promote and sell Blackinton Badges? 


Because — (1) Blackinton sells only through authorized dealers in 
the United States and Canada — we protect and encourage 
your sales effort —we do not contact departments direct. 


(2) Lower selling price with higher dealer discounts 
to you. 


(3) Constant improvement in design, finish 
and development. 








BLACKINTON 


V, H. BLACKINTON & CO., INC., ATTLEBORO FALLS, MASS. 
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Used by the Navy on Fire Boats 
in World War II, the JN 200 has 
a capacity of 1500 gallons per 
minute. It has 34%” National Stand- 
ard threads and can be adapted 
to any 2%” Fire Department 
thread. Equipped with handles for 
adjusting the stream it features 
all the various degrees of fog — 
straight stream and shut off. Solid 
straight stream size range from 
booster to deluge. It is recom- 
mended for fire boats, portable 
deluge nozzles, turret guns and 
wherever water volume and fog 
are required. Lightweight—made 
of high tensile aluminum. 
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Yes! Jt is an “Ugly Bar’ 


But—When Life Is in Danger—"'THE me 4 Is 4 Good Enough! 
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GUARANTEE 








Listen to BOSTON, MASS., a Fire-Minded City 





Boston Protective 
Dept., March 14, 
1953, Fire at 92- 
100 ‘Chauncy St. 
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This company opened 
28 doors with this tool. 
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20%." ‘ in teettent | LITTLE OR NO DAM- 
“Cut Fire Losses | AGE 26 OF THEM! 
21% = $36 f.o.b U.S.A. 
Write—M, A, HALLIGAN 1: 1505 Metropolitan Ave., New York 62 


1001 USES—DOES EVERYTHING—EVERYWHERE 





rue HALLIGAN TOOL 


600 


sey State Fire College at Merchantville 
in 1949, 

He is treasurer of the Ocean City Fire- 
men’s Relief Association, a member of 
the Cape May County Firemen’s Asso- 
ciation, honorary vice-president of the 
Atlantic County Firemen’s Association, 
and a member of both the Eastern Asso- 
ciation of Fire Chiefs’ and the Interna- 
tional Association of Fire Chiefs. He 
served two hitches in the armed forces. 

An examination will be held for the 
post of deputy chief. 





Spader, Gamewell Veteran 
Retires 


John M. Spader, for 51 years with 
the Gamewell Company, retired in June, 
One of the most widely known and es- 
teemed sales engineers of the company, 
he started with Gamewell in 1902, when 
J. W. Stover (great uncle of Frank 
Stover) was president. Following five 
years as shipping clerk, in New York 
City, he became outside contractor 
under Charley Berst and L. E. Lowry, 
both since retired, operating out of 
Pittsburgh. In 1912, he was located in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, with the Canadian 
agency, Northern Electric Co. 

In 1917 Spader was called to New 
York to represent the company in seven 
eastern states. In 1930 he was placed 
in charge of all Gamewell sales in East- 
ern Pennsylvania and part of New York 
State, including Long Island and the 
County of Westchester. He continued 
in this territory until bis retirement this 
year. 

John Spader is a member of numer- 
ous fire service organizations and he 
was one of the first sponsors of West- 
chester’s Fire Chiefs’ Emergency Plan. 
His future plans are unannounced. 





News of the Manufacturers 
(Continued from page 575) 


Bulletin on Hose Care 


A new bulletin on the care of rubber 
hose is being distributed by Hewitt- 
Robins Incorporated. Called “Tips on 
Hose Care,” the bulletin tells what to do 
and what not to do in the use and stor- 
age of various kinds of hose, including 
steam, fire, oil, gasoline, water, air, suc- 
tion and sandblast hose. 

A copy of the bulletin may be obtained 
by writing to Hewitt-Robins Incorpor- 
ated, 240 Kensington Avenue, Buffalo, 
New York. 





Kennedy Valve Officials Promoted 


Charles F. Kennedy, president and 
general manager, Kennedy Valve -_— 
facturing Company, Elmira, N. Y. 
announced the promotion of two offi 
cials. Carl H. Morken, formerly works 
manager, has been made vice- president 
in charge of manufacturing, and Thomas 
S. Turkington, controller, has been given 
added responsibility of secretary. 

Prior to joining the firm in 1952 Mr. 
Morken was plant manager of Donovan, 
Inc., of St. Paul, Minn., and before that 
he was with the Ohio Brass Co., at 
Mansfield, Ohio., and the Detroit Electric 
Furnace Co., and Carondelet Foundry 
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Co. at St. Louis. He has specialized in 
metallurgical and foundry work. 


ire- Mr. Turkington joined Kennedy in H H H 

* of 1945 as general auditor and was made When your job iS drenching wet 
SSO= controller in 1950. Prior to that he was 

the supervising senior accountant with 

HON, Mil ler, Donaldson and Co., New York 

SSO- Cit e 

rna- dike ceaddhiiiaphiienpiaennenanlitaial | 

He 

es. Onan Issues New Folder on Rubber work clothing that locks out wet—even the strong spray 
the Standby Power the fire hose. Vulcanized watertight seams give the 


maximum protection. Here is the on-the-job flexibility and 
comfort you need... plus extra roominess. 


How Onan Standby Power protects 
communications systems is described and 
illustrated in a new color folder just 
issued by D. W. Onan & Sons, Inc., 














’ Minneapolis, Minn., makers of electric 
generating €quipment. c 
ith Portable and mobile electric plants 
wi and their applications are pictured, to- 
une, gether with descriptions of popular Onan U.S. REXFIRE COAT 
1 es- models of mobile, portable and standby @ protective coating inside and 
— electric generating plants, as well as | o tae 
vhen ats Rag Ret aye = 2 
maa Automatic Line Transfer Controls in the © seep and dee ving tetener 
a folder, which is available upon request. closings : 
five d e i 3 
* @ corduroy collar 
Y ork 
ee Jamestown Trains Watchmen in 
t of Industrial Plant Protection U. S. FIREFIGHTER 
sd in eS idee nm FB @ napped lining 
‘dian Recently the Jamestown Fire Depart- © cemented, gum-strapped seems 
mefit, Chief Rudolph Swanson, former © rapid, snap and dee ring 
. president of the International Associa- Tasteners 
New tion of Fire Chiefs, conducted one of its @ corduroy collar 
even most successful industrial factory fire @ throat tab 
laced protection programs. In this it had the 
East- cooperation of William Joyce, secretary 
York Jamestown Manufacturers Association STORM KING 
| the and William Broadhead, Program Chair- FIREFIGHTER BOOT 
inued man of the Jamestown Safety Council. - 
t this As a result, fire department inspection e or or “ 
teams were able to make 40 calls at 23 2 disecnae 
imer- industrial plants and visit with 90 night 
d he watchman, as well as talk with 200 fac- 
N est- tory foremen, safety directors and super- 
Plan. intendents. i 
. Night watchman have had the atten- 
tion of Jamestown fire officials for some 
years; they have been called together 
rs as a group and attended a “school.” 
| This promotion seemed successful on 5 
the surface, but it remained for a serious . 
fire in one of the city’s furniture fac- 
tories 6 Ghow that Of wateiasen were * SOLD ONLY THROUGH INDUSTRIAL AND RETAIL STORES * 
not being reached. A more thorough 
m method of educating and training watch- 
ubber men had to be found. After some con- 
ewitt- sideration it was decided the best way U. S. INDUSTRIAL U. S. ROYAL 
ps on to reach them all was to make personal RAYNSTERS°® 
to do contact with the men while they were RUBBER FOOTWEAR 
| stor- on duty. 











luding All manufacturers were notified by 
5 Seek Ul ae ante dan ean UNITED STATES RUBBER COMPANY 





were asked to call the fire department Rockefeller Center * New York oi 
tained if they care for a night watchman in- 
orpor- spection team to call. The management 
uftalo, set the date and time. The inspections 


were to start anytime between the hours 
of 6:30 P. M. and 12:00 midnight. 

_ When the date was set, a two man 
oted inspection team was assigned to call. 
The team comprised one man from each 


MORE EFFECTIVE PROTECTION 


CITY - RURAL + FOREST 
















t and of the two companies most likely to be — seconds count ou - ewe 
Manu- first on the scene. These men were HIGH PRESSURE—Use one or two hard-hitting streams or 
has carefully selected and well schooled in fog-spray 

> offi- the subjects and procedures to be fol- f, LIGHT WEIGHT—Easily carried to soyrce of water or fire area 
word lowed, most important of which in- Write for NEOPRENE WMPELLERS—Pump dirty water as well os 
side cluded: What to do in case of an Bulletin 6600-F . Ae ny ye gor . 

homas emergency; use of different kinds of ex- eee [=a ho 
given tinguishers; types of sprinkler systems; 


where the sprinkler shut-off and drain * BY-PASS VALVE, SPRING LOADED 


52 Mr. valves are located; location of nearest GREASE CUP, NO LOSS OF PRIME, 
novan, fire alarm box; how to send in a fire 


4 ; PLUS MANY OTHER FEATURES 
re that alarm; location of potential fire hazards, 


So., at § and safety precautions to be taken in MARINE PRODUCTS COMPANY 


‘lectric time of emergency 
nat 1 ede WEIGHS ONLY 110 LBS 515 LYCASTE AVENUE + DETROIT 14, MICHIGAN 
oun The first problem encountered by the 
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Built by proud craftsmen to the highest standards of 

precision manufacturing .. . 

quality . . . Sterling Sirens give year-after-year of 
unsurpassed dependability and satisfaction. 


MODEL M GENERAL 
FIRE ALARM SIREN 
for Volunteer Systems 
Quick acceleration, power- 
plus . . . Model M really 
gets the boys out in a hurry! 
Used by championship 
companies from coast to 
coast. A dependable, heavy- 
duty siren built of the 
finest materials throughout. 





MODEL 20 SIRENLITE 
for Emergency Vehicles 


—_ eam eam GS SS = = 


Siren sounds a penetrating 
warning, red light automatically 
flashes authority. Traffic opens 
instantly, day or night. FREE 
ROLLING feature. 


= HANDSOME 


@ RUGGED 
@ RELIABLE 


utilizing materials of finest 


Complete line of Siren Equipment ¢ Bulletin on Request 


eee ee me «THE STERLING SIREN FIRE ALARM CO., INC. 
10 BARTLETT ST., ROCHESTER 8, N. Y. 
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W. S. 


ESTABLISHED 1908 


Write Today For This NEW Catalog 


DARLEY & CO. 


CHICAGO 12, ILLINOIS 


inspection teams was the night watch- 
man himself. He had to be put at his 
ease, and made to understand the fire- 
men were there to help him and not to 
find fault with him. A watchman, for 
some unknown reason, according to 
Chief Swanson, hates to, or is afraid to, 
call the fire department unless it is 
absolutely necessary. It was essential 
to rid his mind of this feeling, to point 
cut to him that the running of water or 
sound of the sprinkler bell or smell of 
smoke or pronounced crackling noise 
is an emergency, and the fire depart- 
ment should be called. It is his duty to 
himself, his employer, and other work- 
ers, to act immediately. A delayed call 
may jeopardize his life as* well as his 
fellow workers’ jobs. 

After a brief talk to set the watch- 
man at ease, the team requested the 
watchman to make the rounds of the 
plant as he always does, and let them 
tag along. As this tour is conducted, 
they point out the different potential 
hazards which the watchman should con- 
sider carefully. The different fire ex- 
tinguishers are reviewed as they come to 
them. Sprinkler systems are inspected 
and discussed, the watchman being 
warned that he should never turn a 
sprinkler system off until ordered te do 
so by an official of the fire department. 
The fire department’s method of stop- 
ping the flow of water and the reason 
for not shutting off the entire system 
also are explained. 

Time spent in reviewing and discuss- 
ing matters of interest was of no im- 
mediate concern to the team. Many 
visits took from two to four hours, de- 
pending upon how well versed the 
watchman was on fire protection. 

Following the inspection, the team 
discussed the method of transmitting 
alarms and what should be done. The 
nearest alarm box was visited and the 
watchman given opportunity to operate 
it. Then the employee was told how 
the fire alarm dispatcher works. In 
short, he got a broad explanation of the 
whole fire department layout. The re- 
sult was a better understanding of 
mutual problems. The night watchman 
realized he would not:be criticized for 
turning in what is listed as a “pre- 
cautionary call.” The fire fighters know 
they have a man who will not let an 
emergency get out of hand before they 
are called. 

The inspectors cleared up many other 
points for the watchman concerning 
actual workings of sprinkler systems; 
how and why they should be checked 
each night to see if valves are turned on; 
the fallacy of turning them off before 
the department is called; the need of 
knowing what parts of the factory each 
system protected; what parts have man- 
ually operated systems; the value of 
fire doors, and use of tarpaulins and 
sprinkler wedges—all these and more 
were covered in addition to the question 
of different types: of alarm systems, and 
methods of transmitting alarms. 

The second part of the program in- 
cluded plant foremen and was conducted 
at a regular meeting of the Jamestown 
Safety Council. The findings of the 
inspection teams were here gone over 
and many recommendations made: such 
points as proper identification of sprink- 
ler systems; better alarm systems; bet- 
ter distribution of new type extinguish- 
ers; tarpaulins to be made a standard 
piece of fire equipment in plants, and 
sprinkler wedges placed about with the 
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so far as to install step ladders on each 
floor along with the wedges. 4X 
Later it is expected to have an in- 
spection team visit each new watchman 
as he is hired. In Jamestown, it looks 
like the “inspection team” for night 
watchman enlightenment and education 
is going to be standard procedure. 


~ Through it, the Jamestown Fire Depart- 


ment hones to remove many definite 
industrial hazards, with benefit to all 
concerned. 
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Emergency Hose Coupling 


To the Editor: 

Your interesting description of M’sieur 
Pierre Velcourt’s flexible hose coupling 
brings to mind an idea, born in the brain 
of Chief W. A. “Minnie” Turner, fire 
instructor for Arkansas, to cope with a 
perplexing situation in the confusion fol- 
lowing in the wake of a serious tornado 
which struck Warren, Arkansas in 1949. 

It seems that Warren “grew up” 
around a sawmill with its own private 
fire protection facilities, which included 
a few fire hydrants with other than Na- 
tional Standard Threads. As the mill’s 
business increased, the town grew and 
so did the need for water system exten- 
sions. More mains were laid and addi- 
tional hydrants ordered, as needed. As 
is so often the case, as new hydrant: 
were ordered they were shipped with the 
same threads as were on the previous 
ones, resulting in all hydrants winding 
up with mill threads. 

When the tornado passed, Chief 
Everett Beazley and his men were con- 
fronted with fourteen simultaneous fires, 
one of which was in the very heart of 
the huge Bradléy Lumber Company, the 
“grown-up” little saw mill. With acres 
and blocks of wreckage all over the city 
and much of it burning, Chief Beazley 
sent out pleas for help. However, fire- 
men arriving on apparatus from several 
neighboring towns and cities were help- 
less because of the difference between 
their NST’s and Warren’s non-matching 
mill threads. 


Chief Turner arrived with apparatus | 


sent from Little Rock. From having 
worked with the Warren Department in 
their training program, he knew of the 
difference in threads and although he 
doesn’t say so, he probably figured out 
what to do on the way out. At any 
rate, so the Little Rock laddies told us, 
they thought “Minnie” had gone beserk 
when he grabbed an axe from the Little 
Rock umit, ordered them to uncoil a 
section of hose and then promptly cut 
off the end about four feet from the fe- 
male coupling. At the same time he sent 
a man in a jeep to find and bring him 
the nearest section of Warren’s hose. In 
the meantime, the Little Rock men had 
laid out a line of hose and connected 
their nozzle, in front of a_ barricade 
which was a vantage point of attack on 
the lumber yard fire. 

Presently, man, jeep and Warren hose 
arrived and as the Little Rock truck 
drew up near where “Minnie” had per- 
formed the amputation on their hose, 
they found him doing the same thing 
with the section of Warren hose, on the 
male end. The hydrant was surrounded 
by debris from the storm and would not 
allow close approach of the pumper. 
Chief Turner folded the cut end of War- 
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“No Department Complete Without FZZ..." 





For Fighting Brush Fires from moving truck (as 
shown above); for pumping into Major Pumper 
from inaccessible water source (as shown at 
right); for fighting fire direct with solid stream, 
fog or foam ... these are just 3 of the reasons 
many fire chiefs consider a Hale Type FZZ 
portable fire pumping unit indispensable. 
Capacity: 60 USGPM at 90 lbs. 





Chief Lester R. Mullins of 
Williamstown, Ky., writes: 

“To date we have used our pump on four fires 
with remarkable success. At present we are 
answering rural calls within a reasonable dis- 
tance of Williamstown and have drafted water 
from cisterns and ponds. The Hale FZZ Pump Write today for FZZ Folder to: 
will throw mee wae than any pump I have 
seen comparable in size. 

“TI recommend this pump to any department FIRE PUMP 
that is doing rural work and we have been able 
to use it on one occasion in the City, by drafting 


from a cistern, and I might say that it saved COMPANY 





Ask for demonstration; no Obligation. 


the day. 

“Tl feel that any es a gr is not complete CONSHOHOCKEN, PA. 
unless they have a portable pump to use in any > B aie 
emergency.” Fire Pumps in All Standard Capacities 






























ith half the weight! 
half the space! 


the Nur ONAN 
"10 OW" 


ELECTRIC PLANT . 


Lowest cost complete plant! 








You can’t match it anywhere in per- 
.formance, equipment or value. The 
sensational new Onan 10CW gives you 
everything you’ve wanted in an elec- 
tric plant plus exceptional mobility 
for a unit of its capacity. 
4 . one on truck or trailer, this 
1 “wa asoline-driven plant pro- 
+. Twin-cylinder, 4-cycle, horizontally- vides eo re floodlighting ene 
opposed, air-cooled gasoline engine areas, for power tools and other equip- 
% Extra-large, replaceable bearings 














ment. 
% Full-pressure lubrication Models for standby use available. 
% High-tension magneto ignition Take a good look at this new low- 
% Extremely quiet-running cost powerhouse! Offered also in 
% Completely equipped, ready to run 5,000- watt capacity. 
Y _ Write for detailed specifications. 


D. W. ONAN & SONS INC. 


5716 University Ave. S.E., Minneapolis 14, Minnesota 
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NEW! AL! 360 degree fresnel light! 


Originally designed bracket 
fits the side contour of cab 
roof. Ideal for ambulances. 
Use in pairs with alternating 


flashers. 
$30.00 


per pair with flasher. 


We will be closed for vacation July 20 to 
August 3rd. 


ARGUSLITE co. 


BLUE RIDGE SUMMIT, PENNA. 


’ 





NEW FIRE DEPT. 
CAR EMBLEMS 


MADE OF STAINLESS STEEL WITH 
REFLEXITE EMBLEM 4!/,” DIAMETER IN 
COLORS. REFLECTS LIGHT AT NIGHT. 





CUSTOM-MADE 


WITH YOUR CITY OR TOWN NAME 
ON BOTTOM—LARGE F. D. ON SIDES— 
F. D. EMBLEM IN CENTER—FOLLOW- 
ING RANKS ON TOP: CHIEF, ASS'T 
CHIEF, DEPUTY CHIEF, CAPTAIN, 
LIEUTENANT, MEMBER, VOLUNTEER. 


7 
MINIMUM ORDER 6 EMBLEMS 





SEE YOUR LOCAL 
FIRE EQUIPMENT 
DEALER 





WRITE FOR 
ILLUSTRATED CIRCULARS 
IN COLOR AND PRICES 


WENTWORTH-FORMAN €0., 


INCORPORATED 


21 EDINBORO ST., BOSTON, MASS. 
" DISTRIBUTOR 
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|ren’s hose and stuck it about eigtheen 
inches into the cut end of the hose off 
the Little Rock rig. He then ordered 
Warren’s hose, with only the female 
| coupling intact, to be connected to the 
ZZ | couptin and the end of Little Rock’s 
hose, with only the male coupling re- 
maining, to be connected to the suction 
inlet by means of a 4%" x 24%" reducing 
coupling with a 24%" female swivel. As 
the men stood gaping, he ordered the 
pump operator to his position and the 
hydrant opened. Pressure from the hy- 
| drant tightened the “connection” and 
| Little Rock was able to supply their 
| line with a 14” tip at a regular pressure 
| for more than six hours. Subsequently, 
using the same hook-up, all neighboring 
apparatus was put to work! 

Of course all hook-ups were accom- 
plished in considerably less time than 
is required to write this and the people 
|of Warren are grateful to the man who 
'knew the best thing to do and also the 
next best thing to do when the best was 
impossible. 

Since that tragic day in Warren, Chief 
Curner has taught many departments in 
Arkansas that they can make emergenc: 

| connections, without hose jackets, by 
using the same method, i.e., when a line 
of hose bursts, cut out the “busted” part, 
fold the end coming from the supply of 
water, insert it into the other (unfolded) 
|end and build up the pressure gradually. 
\s the pressure increases, the ‘ ‘connec- 
Ltion” tightens. (If the wrong end is 
| inserted it might not hold). 

While this department tries not to 
|have hose in service that is likely t 
| burst, it sometimes does and we have 
used the “Turner Emergency Hos« 
Splice” with success, both on fire lines 
|and when running static pressure tests. 

Yours truly, 
Wuit MurpHy, 
} Chief of Fire Department 
| West Memphis, Ark 
| Ma 
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Better Protection for the 
| Aged Urged 
| To the Editor: 

I have just finished reading a review, 
of homes for the aged that have burned 
at a cost of many lives. This is a de- 
plorable situation and I think it is time 
that we in the fire service put our foot 
down and see that laws are provided to 
stop this disgraceful loss of life to our 
aged fellowman. 

I am of the opinion that every state in 
the union should make laws, and back 
the fire service up when they are found 
being violated. 

I am of the opinion that homes for the 
aged should not be over one story in 
height. They definitely should be sprink- 
lered. A continuous watch should be 
maintained of the building, both day and 
night. The people operating such homes, 
not in a position to provide proper and 
adequate protection of these old people’s 
lives, should not be permitted to operate 
them. Before being issued a permit, the 
Fire Marshal’s office should ascertain 
that these requisites are being met. 

Our City and State governments need 
to get on the ball and help the fire serv- 
ice stop this most disgraceful thing. 

Respectfully yours, 
E. L. BARKER 
Secty.-Treas. East Texas 
Firemen and Fire Marshal’s Ass’n. 
Orange, Tex. 





wit amesucble IS FIRST 


CHECK THE FEATURES... 


that fireman want 
and get in Janes- 
ville turn out suits. 


You'll appreciate 
the flexible, set-in, 
roomy, sleeves with 
reinforced cuffs and 
wool wristlets that 
prevent the water 
from running down 
your arms. 





Examine the other 
details of our fire 
coats and you'll 
see why the label 
Janesville stands 
for quality, protec- 
tion, comfort and 
lasting service. 


@ Finest material 


® Durable, easy to 
clean, corduroy 
collar 


Custom-built . .. 
coats available 
in any length 
wanted. Also 
sleeve lengths. 





No. 1 of a series 





Janesville APPAREL CO. 


JANESVILLE, wis. 
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TABLETS 
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—_ HONOR ROLLS 
MEMORIALS * AWARDS * TESTIMONIALS 
COMMEMORATIVE PLAQUES 


Every fire department . . . every fire house 
. should keep on hand this big 48-page 


catalog, illustrating 150 suggestions for 


handsome, imperishable, solid bronze tab- 
lets. Sent free—ask for Catalog FEI. 


Too! 
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TROPHIES and MEDALS, 


Special catalog illus- 
trotes 900 cups, tro- 
phies, medals, etc. 
suitable for presen- | 
| tation as prizes and 
awards in all kinds 
of contests, or for 
testimonial purposes. 
Sent free— ask for 
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Smoking in Bed 
To the Editor: 

I have a post script to my Round 
Table reply in the May issue, which I 
think you will find interesting. 

Since writing the letter giving my 
views on “smoking in bed,’ we had a 
very serious rooming house fire, the 
result of which three women lost their 
lives. 

From the investigation it was deter- 
mined that this fire started in a couch, 
and we are morally certain it was caused 
by careless smoking habits. 

On the questioning the various oc- 
cupants and witnesses we were unable 
to find one that would admit he had 
been smoking prior to the fire, nor could 
any evidence be found to prove that 
some one was smoking and caused the 
fire. Since no one would admit smoking, 
and since we could find no definite 
proof (although we are certain this was 
the cause), it would be very difficult to 
have a law that would have any effect 
on a case like this. 

I pass this along for your information. 

Yours truly, 
R. C. McRonaLp 
Chief, London, Ont. 
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| Annual Reports Received 


Greenwich, Ct., Report an 
Interesting Document 


The Town of Greenwich, Ct., boasts an 
outstanding government which as might 
be expected, supports -an outstanding 
Fire Department, headed by Fire Chief 
Stuart Potter. The Annual Report for 
the Town, which includes the statistical 
data on the department for the year 
1952, likewise is outstanding among 
municipal documents. In every way the 
Report is “good promotion” for all con- 
cerned. 

The department, headed by a chief 
and one deputy chief has 35 paid drivers, 
divided between fire Stations at Cos Cob, 
Byram, Glenville Old Greenwich and 
Greenwich Headquarters. Stations at 
Round Hill and Banksville (the latter 
claimed also by Westchester County, 
N. Y.) are manned by volunteers, who 
also serve the other Stations. 

Property loss in 1952 was about the 
same as 1951, although there were 50% 
more building fires than in 1951. The 
Department also handled 52% more 
grass fires. There were 739 alarms, 3 
of which were false. Main improvements 
of the department were the installation 
of two-way radio on the exclusive fire 
department frequency; a new fire station 
started in Byram, and a new 65-ft. aerial 
for Glenville. Chief Potter recommends 
completing the radio installation (8 addi- 
tional 2-way units); appointment of a 
full time inspector for the Fire Mar- 
shal’s office; improvement in the water 
system and more hydrants; extension of 
the fire alarm system; a new fire sta- 
tion for Old Greenwich, and a modern 
drill tower and training yard. 

* * * 


Manila, F. D., Issues Strong F. P. 
Week Booklet 


The Manila Fire Department, headed 
by energetic Fire Chief Cipriano Cruz, 
yearly issues a strongly worded, color- 
ful fire prevention message timed with 
the local Fire Prevention Week, March 
1-7. The 1953 edition of 56 pages, in- 
cluding cover, maintained the promo- 


(Continued on page 609) 
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Revolutionary New Principle Increases 
| Se Ffficiency! 


@ The Super Vacuum Smoke ejector is a powerful port- 
able fan unit designed especially for fire departments. 
This design is a new and revolutionary principle in 
moving air. Several thousand Super Vacuum Smoke 
ejectors are in use throughout the United States and 
Canada. Controlled ventilation is new and very neces- 
sory in fire fighting. Years of service and satisfied 
users ore your best guarantee for any merchandise. 


THE 
HEART 
OF THE 
SUPER 
@ The secret of Super Vacuum is the patented fan blade. U 
Conventional fans chop the air and push it back. VACUUM 
‘Whereas the Super Vacuum fan blade is a perfect spiral 3 % 
air screw which creates a partial vacuum, suction is 
created over the entire face of the blade and the air or 
smoke is discharged in a high velocity spiral. There are 
mo dead spots—that is why Super Vacuum outperforms 
other fans twice its size. 


Write for Additional Information or Contact Your Local Fire Equipment Dealer 


MANUFACTURED EXCLUSIVELY BY 


9C% Acuunen MANUFACTURING co. 


319 East 17th Avenue a Denver 3, Colorado 
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Fleece Lined 
Natural Rubber 
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Combined Duck 


High Quality 
Army Duck 













SUSPENDERS 
MITTENS 
GLOVES 

DETACHABLE 
LININGS 


Free 
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Available 








See Your Local Dealer or Write 


MORNING PRIDE MFG. CO. 


1986 HOME AVE., DAYTON 7, OHIO 

















"Ranger” FLAME-PROOFED 
FIRE FIGHTING TOOL 


A necessary part of every Fire 

. Company's equipment is the 

Fire Fighting Broom. This is the 
B-E-S-T! 

Look at these features: 

* Flame Proofed Fibres 

* 4” Metal Collar rein- 


forcement around 
neck 
* Heavy gauge rust- 


roof metal Head 
Sieehe hickory han- 
dles 
Overall length 60” 
Meets U. S. Forestry 
and City Fire Depart- 
ment Specifications 
Guaranteed 


Look for the 
trade mark. 


Pes 


+ + 








* 





"25 Years of Qual- 
ity Fibre Brooms” 
Insist on a Alas 7 
U. S&S. 

your a. A. sup- 


ply you, write, giving 
your dealer's name, to: 


PERFEX 


41 Dinsmore Place, Brooklyn 8, N. Y. 











606 








Conductivity of Extinguisher 
Streams 


To the Editor: 

In a recent promotional test for 
captain in the fire department, I was 
marked wrong on two questions. One 
question was “Extinguishers which 
should not be used on fires in elec- 
trical apparatus are One of my 
answers, the calcium chloride extin- 
guisher (anti-freeze) was marked as 
being “wrong.” I listed this extin- 
guisher since in the “Fire Chief's 
Handbook,” Page 243, the statement 
is made that “Their use in connection 
with fires in electrical equipment such 
as panel boards, switchboards, mo- 
tors, and the like is not recom- 
mended.” 

However, the Civil Service Com- 
mission claimed that only the soda- 
acid and foam extinguishers are ob- 
jectionable and used the answers of 
“soda-acid, and foam” given on page 
149, question 25, of Promotional 
Study Course for Firemen,” as the 
reason for so stating. 

I-was also marked “wrong” for 
stating that the older 155 degree 
sprinkler head (solder type) was 
classified as “ordinary.” The Com- 
mission claimed that only 165 degree 
heads are classified as “ordinary.” 

B. C. 

Answer: Calcium chloride extinguish- 
ers (anti-freeze) should not be used 
on electrical fires. A water solution of 
calcium chloride is an excellent con- 
ductor of electric current, and it would 
be extremely dangerous to use a Cal- 
cium chloride extinguisher on apparatus 
carrying dangerous electrical voltages. 

The International Association of Fire 
Chiefs, in a chart published on “Char- 
acteristics of Five Extinguishers,” state 
that such extinguishers should not be 
used on electrical fires because the 
stream is a conductor of electricity. 

With regard to the other question, in 
connection with the ratings of sprinkler 
heads, the Crosby-Fiske-Forster “Hand- 
book of Fire Protection,” which is 
probably the best authority on sprinkler 
systems in this country, gives the fol- 


lowing temperature ratings of sprinklers 
(Tenth Edition, Page 946 








From this table it is evident that the 
solder type of extinguisher which oper- 
ates from 155 to 165 degrees F. is 
slassed as “ordinary.” 





Finding Nozzle Pressure and Flow 


To the Editor: 

I would appreciate your answering 
the following questions: 

1. A pumper, at 350 pounds pres- 
sure, is pumping through 200 feet of 
2%4-inch hose equipped with a 1%- 
inch nozzle. The nozzle pressure is 
nearest to which of the following: 
(a) 25 pounds (b) 30 pounds (c) 
35 pounds (d) 40 pounds (e) 45 
pounds. 

2. A pumper at 200 pounds pres- 
sure is pumping through 300 feet of 
2™%-inch rubber lined hose into a 
standpipe. On the 11th floor (10 
stories above the engine) two lengths 
of 2%4-inch hose are taken with a 1%- 
inch nozzle. Assuming 12 feet per 
story and a 25 pound friction loss for 
the standpipe, the effective pressure 
at the nozzle will be nearest to which 
of the following: (a) 5 pounds (b) 
15 pounds (c) 25 pounds (d) 35 
pounds (e) 45 pounds. 

3. Suppose that the rated capacity 
of a pumper is 750 gallons per min- 
ute at a pressure of 120 pounds per 
square inch. At a fire, it is necessary 
to flood a basement which measures 
10x10x12 feet, and estimated to be 
half full of stock. Two lines of 3- 
inch hose with open butt’ are used. 
With 25 pounds pressure at each butt, 
how long will it take to flood the base- 
ment completely? (a) 4 minutes (b) 
6 minutes (c) 8 minutes (d) 10 
minutes (e) 12 minutes. P. 2. 

Answer 1. This pumper, to operate 
at 350 pounds pump pressure, must be 
one of the high pressure type that is 
used in New York City and other large 
cities having tall buildings. The stand- 
ard fire pump is rated at 250 pounds 
pressure. 

Assuming, however, that the figure 
350 pounds is correct, the calculations 
are as follows: 





TABLE #46. TEMPERATURE RATINGS OF SPRINKLERS 


Operating Temperature 


Max. Room Tem- Rating 

perature at Ceiling Desiguation 
OR Eins cone ce besbce vede Ordinary 
te ee Teeeqeneante 
i Miee¢ucctins Chesenns 
Oe ee i Hard 
a Ee oe Extra Hard 
Sn 600 b6hneddeden se Extra Hard 


Non-Solder Solder 

Type Type Color 
135-150° F. 155-165° F. Plain Bronze 

175° F. 212° F. - White 

250° F. 286° F Blue 

325° F. 360° F. Red 

ar ee. = Jadees Green 

or we | |). waeeue Orange 


*Special; available only in quartzoid type; not mentioned in Sprinkler Standards. 
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The new improved model 
MEMCO AERIAL LADDER 
is an economical all-metal ladder 
unit designed to be installed on 
existing truck or to be installed 
on new equipment by your fire 
truck manufacturer. Electrically 
raised and lowered by power 
from the truck battery. 


For details write... 


MEMCO AERIAL LADDER CO. 


1007 N. W. 36th Street 
Okiahoma City 3, Okla. 


LEONAR 


ROTARY GEAR 


PUMP 


A new, better, 
APPARATUS 
PUMP! 


SSCS RTERS SEER E SEER E Re eee ee eee 
SUUUUUUUE CSUs eecereeUESEsceeeseseee’ 



















Here's 
a pum 

you cant 
wear out! 
Delivers 150 
GPM at 150 lbs. 
Beautifully designed 
and built by skilled 


New England craftsmen. Specify on 

new apparatus or use as replacement. 

Let us send you complete data. 
National Distributor 


AMERICAN FIRE EQUIPMENT CO. 


717 BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON 16, MASS. 
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N. P.=E. P. + (1.1 + KL) 
Engine pressure is 350 pounds; K for 
2%-inch hose and 1%-inch nozzle is 
.167; L equals 200 divided by 50, or 4. 

Then N. P.=350 + (1.1 + .167 x 4) 

=350 + 1.768 
=198 pounds. 

This figure is far greater than any 
listed in the question, but is nearest 
to (e). 

Answer 2. Before solving for nozzle 
pressure we must first deduct from the 
engine pressure the friction loss in the 
standpipe and the back pressure in the 
standpipe. Friction loss in the stand- 
pipe is 25 pounds. 

The elevation of the standpipe line 
above the engine is 120 feet and the 
back pressure equals 120 x .434, or 
52.08, or 52 pounds approximately. | 

Then the effective engine pressure is 
200—25—52=123 pounds. 

N. P.=E, P. + (1.1+ KL) 

E. P.=123 pounds; K=.167; L=8. 

N. P.=123 + (1.1 + .167 x 8) 

123 + 2.436=50 pounds ap- 
proximately. 

This figure is nearest to (e) in the 
question. 

Answer 3. The discharge from a 3- 
inch open butt at 25 pounds pressure 
is found as follows: 


Discharge=29.7 x dx d x VP x .90 


=29.7x3x3x V25 x .90 
=722 gallons per minute 
approximately. 

Two such lines would discharge 2 x 
722, or 1444 gallons per minute. 

The pumper could not be expected 
to deliver this quantity—particularly if 
it is of the positive displacement type. 
If of the centrifugal type, and helped 
by good hydrant pressure, it might be 
possible for the pumper to discharge 
1444 gallons at low pressure. 

On the other hand, if the positive 
displacement type, you’d have to run 


.the pump at approximately twice the 


speed at which its rated capacity is 
delivered. This would probably be im- 
possible without injury to the pump. 

But assuming that the pump can 
supply the two lines, the calculations 
would be as follows: 

Basement volume=10 x 10 x 12=1200 
cubic feet. 

Only one-half the space is occupied 
by stock, leaving 600 cubic feet to be 
filled. 

- 600 cu. ft.=600 x 71%4=4500 gallons, 
the capacity of the free space. 

If the two lines discharge 1444 gal- 
lons per minute. it will take 4500 
+ 1444, or 3.1 minutes to flood the 
basement. 

But if we assume that the pumper 
can deliver only 750 gallons under any 
conditions, then the time would be 4500 
- 750, or 6 minutes. 





Using Pumpers to Supply Air 


To the Editor: 

The following circumstances are 
assumed : 

Two men are trapped in a sewer 
under the conditions stated in the edi- 
torial in the October, 1952, issue of 
FIRE ENGINEERING. 

A pumping engine responds and 
has no self-contained oxygen masks. 

Since the problem is one of an 
oxygen deficient atmosphere and there 
are no oxygen masks present, the 





AN Announcement OF 


TREMENDOUS IMPORTANCE 
TO FIRE FIGHTERS 





THE REVOLUTIONARY NEW 


HYDROJET 


AVAILABLE WITH KERMATH 
61 H.P. SEA-JEEP ENGINE 


This ing new propul unit has been 
developed to propel craft without a pro- 
peller or rudder by taking water from out- 
side the boat and discharging it as a high 
speed jet stream under the stern. A simple 
connection provides a high or low pressure 
water stream for fire fighting using standard 
hose. A Hydrojet powered boat operates 
ficiently in shall water, in silt, debris, 
and in areas where ordinary fireboats can- 
not operate. 


For further detatis and specifications 
write to— 


KERMATH MFG. CO. 


5885 Commonwealth Ave., Detroit 8, Mich. 
A subsidiary of Barium Steel Corp. 




















NEW... 2000 WATT 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
ELECTRIC PLANT 





Designed for operating floodlights, 
radio, pumps or blowers. Two men 
can carry it—and one man can wheel 
it around! 2000 watt 115 volt, A.C. 
Takes little space on the truck . . 
only 22 x 18 x 20 inches high. Write 
for information on this and other Elec- 
tric Plants built by "U.S." for fire de- 
partment use. 


UNITED STATES 
MOTORS CORP. 


420 Nebraska St. 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin 
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bur-Em Our! 


DP pur'Em Ou 
Faster! 1 
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I PYRODYNE, 


@ PYRODYNE lowers 
surface tension of 
water 

penetrates and spreads 
for complete wetting 
puts out fires in 1/5 
the time 

makes quarts 
work of gallons 
costs less than 
cents a gallon 
simple aad easy to use 
with our specially de- 
signed Pyroblender 
neutral, does not 
discolor or stain 
can be used on 
trucks or stand- 
pipes 







do the 
2/3rds 





CALL or WRITE us for our free booklet, 
“Wet Water for Fire Fighting’. 





441| Lexington Ave., New York 17, N. Y. 
| Telephone: VAnderbilt 6-2750 








always SPECIFY 






the world's best 
LIFE NET 


in use in thousands of depart- 
ments—time tried and proven— 
as the best and fastest means of 
rescue. All drop-forged hinges, 
with spring recoil mechanism 
like that on modern artillery. 
Specify ATLAS LIFE NETS on 


all new apparatus! 
EQUIPMENT 


ATLAS sire 


27 WARREN ST., NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 


SAFETY 
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| downward.” 





only solution appears to be to pump 
air into the sewer. 

Could this be done in the following 
manner: Remove caps from suction 
inlets of pumper; attach length of 
2¥%-inch hose to discharge outlet of 
pumper and lower male end with or 
without nozzle into sewer; start 
pumps, thereby pumping air into 
sewer. It is assumed that the pump 
is of the positive displacement type. 

T. J.D. 


Answer: Such pumpers can be used as 
air pumps, but except in an extreme 
emergency, such is not advised. Run- 
ning pumps dry may cause serious dam- 
age to the units, due to heating, 


Downward Travel of Fires 


To the Editor: 

Our company has been discussing 
the statement on Page 929 of the 
November, 1952, issue of Fire ENaI- 
NEERING in the article entitled “Con- 
cealed Spaces Present Major Prob- 
lem in Fire Attack,” which read ‘Not 


all fires in concealed spaces travel up- | 


ward; fire can and often will travel 
downward as well as up.’ 

One of our officers, who differed 
with this statement, says that “fire 
never travels downward unless it is 
led. If it does, look for arson.” 

I would appreciate your explaining 
further the statement in Frre ENcI- 
NEERING. 

P. F. 


Answer: There are numerous examples 
of fire extension where the fire has 
traveled downward. You will note in 
our study we did not say just how, or 
by what means the fire traveled. And 
we do not know a professional fire 
fighter who will not agree with us that 
fire can progress, or travel downward 
(1) by means of sparks and burning em- 
bers, (2) by heat conduction and (3) 
by heat radiation. 


Not so long ago a fire occurred in a’ 


five-story apartment building. Painters 
had left paint and oily rags in the dumb- 
waiter, at the top of the shaft. In some 
way (probably spontaneous ignition) 
fire started. It burned through the rope 
cable and the dumbwaiter car dropped, 
setting fire to the sides of the shaft as 
it fell. It touched off a good fire in the 
basement. 

We would call this “extension of fire 
If you will refer to the 
“Fire Chief’s Handbook,” which has 
heen the authority on the chemistry of 
fire for many years, you will find how 
fire can spread downward by conduction 
just as it can spread upward by conduc- 
tion. A homely example of downward 
spread of fire is frequently found in the 
ignition of beams or other wood mem- 
bers underneath fireplaces, or heaters. 
Many fire chiefs have experienced fires 
where they believed they had confined 
the blaze to the. floor on which it orig- 
inated, only to learn that it had extended 
(usually through vertical openings) 
downward to the floors below. 

A fire originated in a large cornice of 
an apartment house in Westchester 





McINTIRE GATE VALVES 





Fig. 164AN 


41/2" swivel female x two 2!/2” male Gated 
Siamese. Quick opening, '/4 turn valves. 








Fig. 163 


Made either Right Hand or Left Hand 
2," male x female, gate valve. 


F. N. McINTIRE BRASS WORKS 


377 PUTNAM AVE., CAMBRIDGE 39, MASS. 
1837 - - - - = = = = = = = = 1953 








SPECIAL 
BINDERS 
AVAILABLE 


Every issue has something in 
it that you want to keep for 
future reference. If you have 
one of our standard handy 
binders, you will have every 
article at your fingertips and 
a complete yearly index of 
everything we have published. 
The binder holds 24 issues and 
two yearly indexes. 


Price $3.00 


CASE-SHEPPERD-MANN 
PUBLISHING CORPORATION 


24 West 40 St., New York 18, N, Y. 
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IN ANY FIRE STATION 


LARGE OR SMALL ... 
DAYTON HYDRAULIC 
EXPANDER 
MEANS BETTER HOSE CARE 
Expands Couplings from 

%” to 6” § 


4 o Size 
Tests Hose Up to 700 Lbs. 


Extra Attachment Removes 
Expansion Rings from Old Hose 
More Pressure — Larger Motor — 

Roomier Work Table 
Regardless of the size of your depart 


ment, there is an Expander for your 
requirements. 


Send for Illustrated Bulletin 


5. Dayton Fire Equipment Co. 
3 1242-48 W. 2nd St., Dayten 7, Ohio 
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One of the 
oldest and . 
always - 
one of the 
best / 
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County, N. Y., some time ago. The 
cornice ran around one of the buildings 
and was fastened to the false attic with 
wooden members. The fire traveled first 
laterally through the cornice, and the 
roof structure, then started downward. 
In this case it worked into’a form of 
insulation material consisting of Medi- 
terranean seaweed, which was highly 
toxic. It wormed through this, working 
downward from the roof structure to 
the seventh floor, then the sixth, where 
the firemen were able to stop it. On a 
basis of eleven feet to a story, that fire 
worked downward all of twenty-five 
feet. 


Reports Received 
(Continued from page 605) 


tional pace. It recounted the exploits 
of the fire department and presented 
pertinent recommendations for prevent- 
ing fires, and what to do when they 
occur. 

a as * 


Chattanooga Report Heavily Statistical 


Students of municipal fire department 
operations can find a mine of informa- 
tion in the highly statistical Annual Re- 
port of the Chattanooga, Tenn., Fire De- 
partment, Chief Michael J. Quinn. It 
is one of the few fire reports which lists 
sprinklered buildings; the violations re- 
ceived on buildings, and the orders given 
for their correction; the buildings con- 
demned and a complete breakdown of 
fires by company districts. 

A glimpse of the report on fire alarms 
(one of the 72 large legal size pages of 
the Report) shows there were 2,102 fire 
alarms answered during 1952. Of these, 
1958 were telephone; 66 box and 78 still 
alarms. False alarms numbered 101. 
Thursday was high day of the week for 
false calls (20) with Sunday next (16). 
False alarms by period of the day indi- 
cate that between 8 and 9 P.M. is the 
choice hour, with 10 alarms; 10 P.M. to 
11 P.M. next, with 9; and 7 P.M. to 8 
P.M. next with 8. In Chattanooga, the 
period 12 A. M. to noon showed less 
than half as many false alarms sounded 
as that from noon to midnight (29 as 
compared with 62). 

ob ok * 


Cedar Rapids Alarms Up—Fires Down 


In 1952 there were 942 alarms an- 
swered by the Cedar Rapids, Ia., Fire 
Department, according to Fire Chief E. 
P. Kohout’s Annual Report. This com- 
pared with 817 for 1951. However, ac- 
tual fires in buildings dropped from 383 
to 376. Total fire loss for 1952 was $261,- 
830, a reduction from the previous year, 
in which losses were $465,490. 

x * * 


Rochester, N. Y., Losses Down 


Fire Chief John A. Slattery of the 
Rochester, N. Y., Fire Department, re- 
ports fire losses for 1952 of $679,083.58, 
a reduction of $418,128.42 from the year 
1951. He attributes much of this to the 
17,265 inspections made by Fire Bureau 
Inspectors together with efficient fire 
fighting by the department. 

The Fire Bureau received 4084 alarms, 
compared with 3135 in 1951. Speaking of 
the advantages of radio, Chief Slattery 
says: “With the advent of the two-way 
system on all fire apparatus, many 
worthwhile accomplishments were noted. 
A great number of our trucks while 
proceeding to fires, have been recailed 
before reaching their destination, as the 








We Strive To 
Save Lives, Too! 


Through continuous research 
and in cooperation with fire 
and safety officials, we have 
perfected a dependable home 
fire alarm system. It is a great 
satisfaction to know that our 
efforts have been responsible 
for saving many lives in fires. 


Information about the Fire-Lite Home 
Fire Alarm System can be obtained 
by writing to us. 


FIRE-LITE ALARMS 


Incorporated 
190 Fulton Terrace 
New Haven 2, Conn. 
Dept. 753 


Member National Fire 
Protection Association 














FIRE and POLICE 
UNIFORMS 


SHIRTS 
BADGES 
CAPS © 

ACCESSORIES 










RUSSELL 
UNIFORM 


NEW YORK 








RUSSELL UNIFORM CO. 
192 Lexington Ave., 
New York 16, N. Y. 


' Please send free catalog checked below: 
( Fire Department Uniforms and 


Equipment 
(«Police Department Uniforms and 
' Equipment 
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‘720« reported fires, 


first company arriving had radioed the 
fire operator that they could handle the 
fire without assistance. This has saved 
a considerable amount of gasoline. More 


rapid communications for extra fire 
equipment has produced quicker re- 
sponse w ith former larger fire losses 


and fire hazards reduced considerably.” 
* + * 
Training Featured in Eugene Report 
The Annual Report of the Eugene, 
Ore., Fire Department, Chief E. L. Sur- 
fus, starts off with the work of the 
Bureau of Instruction and Training. It 
also emphasizes the Fire Prevention Bu- 
reau’s activities. 
The Report points out that out of 
the fire department 


was not called in 207. Losses in the 513 
others amounted to $87,583.11. Losses 
in those not answered by the depart- 
ment is given as $18,574.46. The depart- 
ment responded to 16 false alarms during 
the year. . Firemen were in service 357 
hours and 25 minutes. 

Chief Surfus recommends more fire 
hydrants and a new sub-fire station in 
the South Willamette District. 

*x* * * 
Fresno Alarm Bureau—14,245 Alarms 
in 30 Years 

On Jan. 23, 1953, the Bureau of Fire 
Alarm of the Fresno, Calif., Fire De- 
partment, Chief Gayle V. Coger, com- 
pleted 30 years service during which 
Capt. M. H. Inman, Chief Alarm Op- 


, 
erator reports 14,245 alarms transmitted, 


The Report, which details all opera- 
tions of the several Department Bu- 
reaus, gives alarms for the year as 798 
against 769 for 1951; 90 false compared 
with 60 in 1951; loss, $276,166. Personnel 
worked 762 hours 11 minutes at fires, 
compared with 821 hours 31 minutes in 
1951. 

x* * * 
Chief Tiller Recommends Improvements 

Chief Ray Tiller of the Waterloo, 
Iowa, Fire Department, concludes his 
49th Annual Report with urgent recom- 
mendations which, in addition to re- 
placement of obsolete equipment, include 
ordinances calling for use of metal lath 
and prohibition of fibre base wall boards 





Rate $8 per inc h less 10% for three 
wr more consecutive insertions 








Closing date for copy 25th of month 
preceding date of issue. 

















! CLOSE OUT SALE ! 
SAVE MONEY 
HOSE & ACCESSORIES AT 
GREATLY REDUCED PRICES 


UNUSED SURPLUS 


1%’’x50’ DJ CRL fire hose, unused, 
, BER GG cccoccnceuéeces $ .54 ft. epld. 


1%’’x50’ SJ CRL fire hose, unused, 
Dut soiled .....ccccccces $ .29 ft. epid. 


2%'’x50’ SJ CRL fire hose, unused, 
but soiled ........eseees $ .49 ft. epld. 
UNUSED & CLEAN FACTORY PACKED 
1%"'x50’ SJ CRL fire hose....$ .34 ft. 
1%” couplings attached ...$ 4.50 set 
2%"'x50" SJ CRL fire hose....$ .60 ft. 


2%" couplings attached ...$ 6.75 set 
2%"'x10’ hard suction hose... .$14.50 lgth., epld. 
1x50" booster hose ........ $ .38 ft., epid. 

4x16’ DJ soft suction hose 
4%’ couplings, long 
aoa die female ...... $16.50 igth., epld. 


BRASS ITEMS 
Mechanical Foam playpipes (Leading 
Manufacturer) w/adapter (Cost $50.00 
GED ee cccceecccscoqusccevcescceces $8.50 ea. 
2%" nozzle holders ........seeseseeess $ .95 ea. 
2%" hose caps & chains..........005. $2.50 ea. 
IMMEDIATD DELIVERY 
TOWSON HOSE & RUBBER CoO. 
104 West Joppa Road 
Baltimore 4, Maryland 
Phone Towson 1672 
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FOR SALE 


One Model chjxd. Diamond-T Fire Truck, year 
1947, fully enclosed (pumper) 500 gallon pump, 
perfect mechanically, all new tires, two hundred 
gallon booster tank, two speed axle (standard 
equipment less hose). 

Inquire Gallitzin Fire Co. 

c/o Paul F. Johnston, Treas, 

Gallitzin, Pennsylvania 
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FOR SALE 


1924 AMERICAN LaFRANCE LADDER TRUCK 
equipped with a 600 GPM Pump and 200 feet of 
Wood Ground Ladders. Available for inspection 
and immediate delivery. 
CITY OF BEAVER DAM 
Beaver Dam, Wisconsin 
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FOR SALE 
AHRENS-FOX HOOK & LADDER TRUCK 
with equipment including the following ladders: 
one 12 foot, one 20 foot, one 35 foot extension, 
one 24 ‘foot, one 28 foot, one 50 foot extension, 
one 16 foot, one 18 foot. 
Bids accepted. Truck available for in- 
spection. Phone PL 1-2600 or write: 
BRENTWOOD VOLUNTEER FIRE CO. 
3624 Brownsville Road 
primed 27, Pa. 
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Manufacturer's Representative 
WANTED 


A well established manufacturer of Underwriters’ 
Approved Automatic Fire Alarm Systems 
WANTS 
sé aobd gressi 
MAN 


—to work new line, setting up franchised dealers. 





An unlimited potential market! 
Notifier Fire Alarms 
denote 
dependability . . 


quality... - fine design 


Ask the Fire Chiefs 
Who Know Us! 


Write at once— 





NOTIFIER MANUFACTURING CO. 
239 So. Eleventh St. 
Lincoln 8, Nebraska 
Telephone 5-2946 








FOR SALE 
1 AHRENS-FOX 1926 
750 Gal. Piston Pumper 
Model M-X-4. Reg. No. 1301 
1 AMERICAN-LaFRANCE 1928 
600 Gal. Rotary Gear Pumper 
Reg. No. L-272 
Both in Operating Condition 


Ww. A. ANGUS, TREASURER 





Village of Tarrytown, N. Y. 








FOR SALE 


22" DOUBLE JACKET FIRE HOSE 
.30 FT. COUPLED N.S. T. 
50’ LENGTHS 
!SENSATIONAL OFFER ! 
Very serviceable used fire hose from U. 8. re- 


: placement. Act fast, only 150 Lengths available 
= at this unheard of price. ~ 








Immediate delivery 


TOWSON HOSE & RUBBER CO. 
104 W. Joppa Road 
Towson, Baltimore 4, Md, 
Phone Valley 4-1672 
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FIRE TRUCK SALESMAN 


One of the largest and oldest fire truck manu- 
facturers is anxious to find the right salesman 
for Long Island. A good commission set-up, 
plus excellent service and sales facilities right 
here in the metropolitan area are available to 
assist you in your sales efforts. If you are in- 
terested, write Box #50, FIRE ENGINEERING, 


24 West 40th St., New York 18, N. Y. 








FOR SALE 


NEW SOLID SIDE LADDERS. Lengths: two 
25 feet, two 28 feet, two 35 feet, two 50 feet. 
Chance for excellent buy. 


FIRE PREVENTION SERVICE 


422 - 73rd Street 
North Boom, N. 
Union 5-5851 








DEALERS AND REPRESENTATIVES 


A leading manufacturer of a chemical wetting 
agent has openings in desirable territories for 
dependable and aggressive representatives. Reply 
to Bor 45, c/o FIRE ENGINEERING, 24 W. 
40th Street, New York 18, N. Y. 








BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 


Handy training aid for teaching aerial ladder 
coueRete (patent applied for) available for sale. 

Has broad application in fire departments oper- 
ating —_ lad ,» among instructors and lec- 
turers in fire schools and colleges, and * C.D. 
training programs. Already introdu fire 
service. Rights and existing stock available 
For full details, write: Box 40, FIRE GI- 
NEERING, 24 W. 40th St., New York 18, ™® Y. 








FOR SALE 


7 MAXIM 750 Gal. 
Puy _ in Excellent P Condition. 
For Full Particulars, Write or Call 


FORKS bent = 4 Dh Slammer FIRE CO. 
EASTON, PA. 
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Because — 


yo cap is the most dis- 
tinctive part of your uni- 
form, be sure to specify the best. 


A= your dealer to supply 


BRUNSSEN'S Helmet 
Brand Firemen Caps or write to 
us direct. 


George Brunssen Co. 


INCORPORATED 


Manufacturers of Uniform Headwear for 
ard Wear 


106 BLEECKER STREET 
NEW YORK 12, N. Y. 


Est. 1852 
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UNSSE 
CAPS 
BODY-GUARD 
BUNKER SUITS 


FOR COMFORT & PROTECTION 





WE ARE DISTRIBUTORS FOR 
SIREN BOOTS 
We have been supplying FIREMEN'S 


CLOTHING for over 25 years. 


Any fireman can have a catalog by writing — 


BODY-GUARD 
MANUFACTURING CO. 


MISSOURI 


ST. JOSEPH - ° 
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in certain types of buildings. 
The Chief is firm on one recommenda- 
tion—to eliminate grade crossings to 
speed the efforts of the fire force. “I 
have repeatedly over a period of more 
than 30 years recommended the elimina- 
tion of the railroad grade crossings at 
... he says. Other ordinances urged 
include limitation of parking on certain 
streets, and one to adopt a modern fire 
prevention ordinance. 

During 1952 the department answered 
1,140 alarms. Loss on insured and unin- 
sured property and contents amounted 
to $517,359.93. 





Detroit 
(Continued from page 558) 


address, and information indicates it is 
sufficiently important, a box is trans- 
mitted to the companies by telegraph 
and the confirming radio message not 
alone states the box number and loca- 
tion but adds “the fire is at—” and the 
exact address given. It can be immedi- 
ately realized how important not alone 
the recording of the broadcast becomes 
but likewise the radio acknowledgment 
by the first due company confirming 
back the address given, which is our 
practice. And it must be remembered 
at the same time all other companies 
responding to the location 
receive this message. 

There are many times when a multiple 
alarm occurs where the third, fourth, 
and fifth alarm companies responding 
are given directions by radio as to how 
to approach the fire and from which 
position the Chief in command wishes 
them to take hydrants and operate. 

I have touched only a few of the high 
spots but from these few incidents it 
can be seen how vitally important it 
becomes to have permanent records of 
what has been said by citizens calling 
to report”a fire over the telephone, 
instructions given by the dispatcher to 
fire companies, and conversations be- 
tween companies and the dispatcher, 
under any circumstances. 

We, of Detroit, find the recording of 
all such conversations highly important 
and valuable to the efficient and prompt 
operation of our Department. 





Baltimore Fire 
(Continued from page 563) 


ultimately forced to retreat. 

The fire was brought under contro! 
about 5:00 A.M. but the wreckage con- 
tinued to radiate extreme heat and, a 
5:30 A.M., a four-story building at 
Laurens St. and Pennsylvania Ave. burst 
into flames. Firemen soon controlled 
this added threat. In addition to’ six 
automobiles burned, police saved 20 
more by pushing them out of danger. 
Only one fireman was injured and he, 
slightly. One woman was hurt when she 
jumped from a second story window of 
her home. 

Property damage was estimated at $2 


million. The other three Baltimore 
markets destroyed by fire since 1949 
were the Belair Market (partially 


burned), May, 1951; the Cross Street 
Market, levelled two months later and 
the Lexington Market, destroyed March 
25, 1949, in a $5 million conflagration. 

Acknowledgement is made of the as- 
sistance of Arthur L. Wallschlager and 
other contributors for data upon which this 
report is based. 
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BUSINESS 
FOR SALE 


Well established fire 
equipment, tools and 


supplies concern in 
Midwest. 


Must be sold to clear 
up estate. 


Excellent opportunity. 
INQUIRIES INVITED 


BOX 55 


c/o FIRE ENGINEERING 
24 West 40th St., New York 18, N. Y. 














: The Fireman’s Choice : 


Powertul Light 


When he needs it—where he needs it 


e 
PORTABLE ELECTRIC HAND LAMPS 


Model 700 
2000-foot 
beam 











Most powerful, heavy-duty 
hand lamp of its size. Ad- : 
justable 6-inch head. Op- . 
erates on four standard 
No. 6 dry cells. 


Model 211 
1500-foot 
beam 


Popular price, light weight, 
easy to carry. Adjustable 
5-inch head. Operated on 
two standard lantern bat- 
teries. 

Write for folder on complete information on these and 
other Big Beam dry-cell and storage-battery models. 

U-C LITE MANUFACTURING CO. 


1041 West Hubbard St., Chicago 22, Illinois 
in Canada: Bernard Marks & Co., Ltd., 
459 Church St., Toronto 5, Ontario. 








GREW 


FIRE APPARATUS 


Do you know that you can buy an Oren 
CUSTOM-BUILT FIRE ENGINE 


for the price of an ordinary fire truck? 


OREN ROANOKE CORP. 


ROANOKE 16, VIRGINIA 


Flameproof Chemicals 


ORS DE LUXE for drapery material, soft finish, dry cleanable, withstands 
high temperature. Instant penetration. Approved by State of Cali- 
fornia and City of N. Y. 

ORS No. 8—Clear flameproofing for foliage, wood, bamboo, shades, 
grats rugs, etc. 

ORS No. 400 for drapery material. Retails for $1.00 gal. 

Write for Catalog. Dealers and Jobbers Wanted 


Q R S NEON CORPORATION 


Chemical and Process Division 


170 North Halstead Pasadena 8, California 
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American Fire Equipment Co. 

American LaFrance-Foamite Corp. 

American-Marsh Pumps Inc. 

American Rubber Mig. Co. 

Ansul Chemical Co. Fire Extinguisher 
Division of a 

Aquadyne Corporation 

Arguslite Co. er 

Atlas Safety Equipment Co., Inc... 


Bar-Way Mfg. Co. 

Bean Div. John; Food Machinery a 
Chemical Corp. 

Bi-Lateral Fire Hose Co. 

Blackinton & Co., Inc., V. H. 

Body Guard Mfg. Co.... 

Braxmar Co., C. G.... 

Brunssen Co., George 


C-O-Two Fire manned Co. 
Cairns & Bro. 

Circul-Air Corp. 

Cycle-Flo Co, 


Daniels, Inc., C. R.... 
Darley & Co., W. S. 
Dayton Fire Equipment Co. 
Duo Safety Ladder Corp. 


E & J Manufacturing Co. 

Elkhart Brass Me Co., Inc. 

Emerson Co., H. Inside Front Cover 
Eureka Fire Hees Div., U. S. Rubber Co. 577 
Everson-Ross, Inc. 609 


Fabric Fire Hose Co. 535 
Federal Enterprises, Inc., Signal Div. 533 
Fire-Lite Alarms . 609 
Four Wheel Drive Auto Co. Back Cover 
Fulton Bag & Cotton Mills 590 


Gamewell Co. 
Glebe Manufacturing Co. 
Goodrich Co., B F. 


Hale Fire Pump Co. 
Halligan Tool Co. 
Harodikes, Inc. e 
Hewitt-Robins, Inc. 
Howe Fire Apparatus Co. 


Industrial Safety Specialties Co. 
International Bronze Tablet Co., Inc. 
International Harvester Co... 


Janesville Apparel Co..... 


Kermath Manufacturing Co. 
Kidde & Co., Inc., Walter 


McCulloch Motors Sure. 

McFarland Mfg. 

McIntire Brass Works, F. N. 

Mack Manufacturing Corp.... . 

Marine Products Co. eo 

Memco Aerial ~~ 

Midwestern Mfg. . 579 
Mine Safety Aotitoones Co.. Inside Back Cover 
Morning Pride Mfg. Co. 606 
Myers & Bro. Co., F. E. 


Oberdorfer Foundries, Inc. 
Onan & Sons, Inc., D. W. 
Oren Roanoke Corp. 


Pacific Marine Supply Co. 

Perfex 

Portable Light Co., Inc. 

Powhatan Brass & Iron Works 

Pyrene Mfg. Co. 

QRS Neon Corp. 

Radio Apparatus Corp. 

Radio Corp. of America 

Randolph Laboratories, Inc. § 

Republic Rubber Div., Lee Rubber & Tire 
Corp. ; 5 

Robinson Boiler Works, A. F. 

Rockwood Sprinkler Co. 

Russell Uniform Co. 

Scott Aviation Corp. 

Seagrave Corp. 

Smith & Co., D. B. 

Stephenson Corp. 

Sterling Siren Fire Alarm Co., Inc. 

Super-Vacuum Mfg. Co. 

U-C Lite Mfg. Co. 

U. S. Motors Corp. - 

United States Rubber Co... 

Ward LaFrance Truck Corp. 

Wentworth-Forman Co., Inc. 
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; You want a Pneolator for your Department, but maybe 

. you don’thavethe money to get one. Our special Pneolator 

Gift Program is the answer you have been looking for. “ 
This program, directed to social, religious, or fraternal mace Ackerman, ett” Pnegla 
4 " és ‘ 1 4¢ WINSVile Henn 4 
groups in your community, is designed to help your wtettainment tans club common 
) the hn 


department point up the need for this automatic artificial aw the nd WHEN ‘ 
respiration protection to these organizations. As you can 
see from the newspaper clippings on this page, once this 
need is emphasized, a Pneolator donation to the local Fire 
Department is the immediate and enthusiastic response. 


Start Your Pneolator 
Gift Program Today! 


a er a a 


_ 


Send for our booklet, “How YOU can get a 
Pneolator for your Commur'ty.” It outlines your 
part of the program—tells you what we do to 
help put your department on the receiving end of 


eS |)« 6 —mrrWhG CU 
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a Pneolator donation. It has worked for others Mipeteg BO "Tye preols 
9 MIPS: rgies the 
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— it'll work for you. Clip and send coupon today! 








| At Your Service: 68 Branch Offices in the United States 
CO. OF CANADA, LUMITED 

































Four more communities 


DUNN, NORTH CAROLINA 
HAMILTON, MISSOURI 


y POCATELLO, IDAHO 
MILLBANK, SOUTH DAKOTA (Union Pacific Railroad) 


four-wheel drive can give the rotection your community deserves! 


You've got to get to a fire to fight it—and fast! No wonder responsible officials in pg neh gh Rl — 
, descriptions of FWD equip- 
ment carefully chosen by com- 
munities all over the country. 
Let it help you make your 


lend the hand you need in the tough job of fighting fire! choice! 


(i TRAFFIC 
Terr oe hrachion 


Gets you out in a hurry—just flick the starter, rev ‘er 


communities the nation over are turning to FWD engines as the ultimate in fire 


protection. All-wheel traction, plus rugged, dependable equipment and accessories 





up, then blast right out of the station! FWD saves pre- 
cious seconds, for all wheels grab, and you don't need 
to brake for that tight turn into the street. The time 


you save is measured in dollars...and lives! 








TOAD AMERICA'S SAFEST FIRE-FIGHTING APPARATUS 


THE FOUR WHEEL DRIVE AUTO CO., CLINTONVILLE, WIS., Canadian Factory, KITCHENER, ONT. 








